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e © BOREBRABILAZEIEAEIERIEE AT About the bear bile petition:
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In early March, 2012, representatives of National People’ s Congress drafted that Laws should
be enacted to ban the extraction of bear bile (App. 1) and the sale of its related products. We
welcome this proposal as we have been striking for legislation to cease the importation of
bear bile productsin Hong Kong.
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In fact, the act of trapping living bears for bile causes serious physical harm of the animals.
Such moral issue is refuted by Fang Shuting, Head of the China Association of Traditional
Chinese Medicing(TCM) at a press conference on 16th February, 2012. He argued that the
bears looked quite comfortably in captivity. He furthered alleged that there are no substitutes
for bear bile. He said, “While the bears are being milked, | don’t see anything unusual. They
looked very contented, even.” Feng's irresponsible attitude towards this controversy has
brought widespread denunciation in both Hong Kong and China recently.
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In fact, many bears were tortured to death in the bear farm. During the process of saving
Asian Black Bears (Moon Bears), Animal Asia buried 90 bears in 2009 and in 2011, 111.
One-third of bears were died of cancer, others suffered from pneumatic and cardiac failure
with other diseases. Bears are raised in such a cruel way. Does bear bile really hold medical
use?
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Despite the fact that China has used bear bile as medicine for around 3000 years, many
famous Chinese pharmacists agree that using bear bile as medicine is no longer out-dated and
no longer necessary. Herbalist literature shows there are as many as 54 kinds of herbs which
can substitute bear bile in tackling same diseases. (App. 2 & 3) Empirical evidence proves the
effectiveness of bear bile substitutes when they are applied with other herbs.
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We believe Legidlation against the sale and importation of bear bile and its productsis by all
means necessary. Here is the content of our petition:
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1) According to the existing Chinese Medicine Traders Regulations, Chinese medicine
licensed by the Chinese government can be sold legally within Hong Kong. However, the
sale of permitted bear bile products (App. 4) are not controlled by both Animals and Plants
(Protection of Endangered Species) Ordinance and Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). We prompt the government to
evaluate the terms, making the Asian Black Bears be protected by the Ordinance.
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2) The Asian Black Bears is a protected species. Furthermore, there are bear bile substitutes.
The Government should follow the cases of banning medicine which are composed of tiger
and rhinocero body parts, making the sale of bear bile products criminal.
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3) The Hong Kong government and its bureaucrats should work out to check the sources of
bear bile products and its source of refinement, lilase with Chinese Medicine Council of
Hong Kong, the representatives of the profession, animal protection groups and citizens for
suggestions.
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Prohibition of the extraction and transaction of bear bile — event (Item no. 18)
http://www.dab.org.hk/hk/content/web.do? d=ff80808129971b260135cc3111ef08ae

2) REMET ARSI ?
Are there substitutes for bear bile?
http://www.newdrugs.hk/hepatopathy/hepatopathy-news/20120308102253339.htm

3) BRAEHERE AL (REIBREE &)
Substitutes for bear bile (by Mr Chu Kwok Tung, registered Chinese pharmacist)
http://blog.yahoo.com/_MB6Y REFBY RHDM C3R3UZK5BBGUU/articles/650449/index
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Names and descriptions of Chinese medicine made from bear bile.
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=391499937542620& set=0.118360954959917& ty

pe=3& theater
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