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Purpose 
 
 This paper provides background to the requirements for the registration 
and disclosure of Members' interests.  It also sets out the various views and 
concerns expressed by Members on the subject matter and the issues for 
consideration in recommending changes to the requirements to address 
Members' views and concerns. 
 

 
Registration of Members' interests 
 
Current situation 
 
2. Under Rule 83 of the Rules of Procedure ("RoP"), Members are 
required to register interests in eight categories of registrable interests, namely 
(a) remunerated directorships of companies; (b) remunerated employments, 
offices, trades, professions or vocations; (c) names of clients to whom 
Members provide services which arise out of or are related to their 
membership of the Council; (d) election donations and financial sponsorships; 
(e) overseas visits; (f) payments, benefits and advantages received from 
Government or organization of a place outside Hong Kong or from any person 
who is not a Hong Kong permanent resident; (g) land and property; and         
(h) shareholdings.  Rule 83 also requires Members to furnish the particulars of 
their registrable interests to the Clerk to the Legislative Council ("LegCo"), in 
a Registration Form on Members' Interests ("the Registration Form") 
approved by the President of LegCo, not later than the first meeting of each 
term and within 14 days of any changes to their registrable interests. 
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3. Particulars of Members' registrable interests are placed in a Register of 
Members' Interests ("the Register") for public inspection.  The main purpose 
of the Register is to provide information on any pecuniary interest or other 
material benefit which a Member receives which might reasonably be thought 
by others to influence his or her actions, speeches or votes in LegCo, or 
actions taken in his or her capacity as a Member of LegCo. 
 
4. Under Rule 73(1) of RoP, the Committee on Members' Interests ("CMI") 
is responsible for, among others, compiling and maintaining the Register and 
considering any proposals made by Members or others as to the form and 
contents of the Register.  To facilitate Members' registration of their interests, 
a set of Guidelines on Registration of Interests ("the Guidelines") was also 
drawn up by CMI.  In the Guidelines, Members are reminded that they should 
determine what interests should be properly declared with the general purpose 
of the Register in mind; and that the registration of interests is additional to, 
and in no way a replacement of, the requirement for Members to disclose 
personal pecuniary interests under Rule 83A of RoP as detailed in paragraph 
12 below. 
 
Historical background 
 
5. The requirements for registration of interests as well as the compilation 
and maintenance of the Register were first introduced by the former LegCo in 
1991.  They were modelled on those in use by the House of Commons of the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom ("UK") at that time.  A number of 
amendments (Appendix I) have since been made to the requirements for 
registration of Members' interests, the major ones of which are set out as 
follows:  
 

(a) changing the time period for a Member to register his or her 
registrable interests with the Clerk to LegCo from "not later than 
seven days before the first sitting of each session" to "not later 
than the first meeting of each term" to allow sufficient time for 
Members to complete their registration of registrable interests 
(the amended Rule 83(1) of RoP was passed by the Council on 
28 April 1999); 

 
(b) replacing the requirement that a Member must register the 

financial sponsorship received "as a candidate for election to the 
Council, where to the knowledge of the Member the sponsorship 
exceeds $10,000 or 25% of his or her election expenses" with the 
requirement that a Member must register all donations received 
as a candidate for the election to the Council.  This new 
requirement was made to bring the requirement under RoP in line 
with that provided in the then Corrupt and Illegal Practices 
Ordinance (Cap. 288) (which was repealed and re-enacted as the 
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Election (Corrupt and Illegal Conduct) Ordinance (Cap. 554) on 
16 February 2000) (the amended Rule 83(5)(d)(i) of RoP was 
passed by the Council on 28 April 1999); and 

 
(c) requiring that a Member who is a remunerated director of a 

subsidiary of another company to also register the name of that 
company so as to tighten up the registration requirements for 
remunerated directorships (the amended Rule 83(5)(a) of RoP 
was passed by the Council on 26 April 2006). 

 
6. Since 1991, a number of amendments have also been made to the 
Registration Form and the Guidelines.  It was the practice of the former CMI 
to consult all Members of any proposed changes to the Registration Form 
before seeking the approval of the President for implementation.  The former 
CMI, however, did not consult all Members if the changes to the Registration 
Form were necessary as a result of amendments made to the relevant Standing 
Orders or Rules of the RoP or were consequential changes to amendments or 
new provisions to relevant legislation.  
 
Comparison with Members of the Executive Council of Hong Kong 
 
7. Members of the Executive Council of Hong Kong ("ExCo") are also 
required to register six categories of registrable interests with the Clerk to 
ExCo, i.e. "remunerated directorships", "remunerated employments, offices, 
trades, professions, etc.", "clients", "land and property", "shareholdings" and 
"membership of boards, committees and other organizations which might be 
construed by members of the public as a declaratory interest", on first 
appointment and annually thereafter.  Declared interests of each ExCo 
Member are uploaded to the ExCo website for public inspection.  ExCo 
Members are required to notify the Clerk to ExCo of changes to any items of 
interests declared within 14 days of the changes.  In addition, ExCo Members 
are required to declare within 14 days the acceptance by them or their spouses 
of any financial sponsorships, sponsored overseas visits or gifts worth 
HK$2,000 or more in relation to their ExCo membership.  These declarations 
are also uploaded to the ExCo website for public inspection1. 
   
8. In respect of the registrable interest of "land and property", while 
LegCo Members do not need to register the place which they own and 
ordinarily live in unless they also derive income from the place, ExCo 
Members are required to also register self-occupied property.  
 
 
                         

1
  Paper entitled "System of declaration of interests by Members of the Executive Council" prepared by the 
 Chief Executive's Office for the meeting of the Panel on Constitutional Affairs on 15 November 2010 
 (LC Paper No. CB(2) 239/10-11(07)). 
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9. In the case of LegCo Members, they are required to register the names 
of companies or bodies in which they have, either themselves or with or on 
behalf of their spouses or children, a beneficial interest in shareholdings of a 
nominal value greater than 1% of the issued share capital2.  ExCo Members 
are also required on first appointment and annually thereafter to declare to the 
Chief Executive ("CE") on a confidential basis and in greater detail their 
financial interests. These financial interests include shareholdings 
(irrespective of the amount) in companies as well as futures and options 
contracts, held by themselves or jointly with their spouses, children or other 
close relatives.  Any changes to the interests declared as well as any currency 
transactions involving the Hong Kong Dollar amounting to more than 
HK$200,000 should be notified to the Clerk to ExCo within two trading days 
after their occurrence.  
   
Recent changes in the requirements for registration of Members' interests in 
the UK House of Commons  
 
10. As the registration system of LegCo was modelled on that of the UK 
House of Commons, the Secretariat has conducted a study on whether, and if 
so, what major changes have been made by the UK House of Commons with 
regard to its registration system.  It is noted that in recent years the UK House 
of Commons has made the following major changes to its registration system:  
 

(a) on 27 March 2008 the House agreed by resolution to require 
Members to register family members who worked as their staff; 

 
(b) on 30 April 2009 the House agreed by resolution to require 

Members to register full details of earned outside income.  The 
categories of registrable interests affected are directorships, 
employment and clients.   Members shall furnish the Registrar 
with the following particulars: 

 
(i) the precise amount of each individual payment made in 

relation to any interest; 
 

(ii) the nature of the work carried out in return for that 
payment; 

 
 

                         

2
 The reference to "shareholdings of a nominal value" under Rule 83(5)(h) of RoP would need to be 

changed should the Companies Bill be passed by the Council.  Under Part 4 of the Bill, the concept of 
"nominal value" of shares in a company will be abolished upon the introduction of a mandatory no-par 
regime for all companies with a share capital.  
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(iii) the number of hours worked during the period to which the 
payment relates; 

 
(iv) except where disclosure of the information would be 

contrary to any legal or established professional duty of 
privacy or confidentiality, the name and address of the 
person, organization or company making the payment;  

 
(v) such interests shall be registered whether or not their value 

in any given year exceeds one percent of the current 
parliamentary salary; and 

 
(vi) such interests shall be registered whether or not the interest 

in question depends essentially upon, or arises out of, the 
Member's position as a Member of Parliament; and 

 
(c) on 7 February 2011 the House agreed by resolution a de minimis 

rule for the registration of earnings for outside employment.  This 
is set at 0.1% of a Member's salary for individual payments and 
1% of a Member's salary for the cumulative total of payments 
from the same source in the same year3. 

 
11. A comparison of the registrable interests of LegCo, ExCo as well as the 
UK House of Commons is in Appendix II for members' reference. 
 
 
Disclosure of Members' interests  
 
Current situation  
 
12. Under Rule 83A of RoP, a Member shall not move any motion or 
amendment, in the Council or in any committee or subcommittee, relating to a 
matter in which he or she has a pecuniary interest, whether direct or indirect, 
or speak on any such matter, except where he or she discloses the nature of 
that interest.  As mentioned in paragraph 4 above, Members have been 
reminded that their registration of interests is no replacement of the disclosure 
required under this Rule. 
 
Historical background 
 
13. Prior to the passing of a resolution on 28 April 1999, a Member who 
was present at a meeting and who had a direct pecuniary interest in the matter 
was required to declare his or her interests even if he or she was not going to 
speak or vote.  Having regard to the practices of overseas legislatures where 
                         

3  "The Code of Conduct for Members - recent changes", Library Standard Note SN/PC/05127, House of 
 Commons, UK. 
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the requirement for Members to declare direct pecuniary interests basically 
applied only to Members speaking at meetings, Members agreed that the 
relevant rule should be changed to reflect this principle and a resolution was 
passed by the Council to that effect on 28 April 1999. 
 
Practices in ExCo 
 
14. In ExCo, it is the personal responsibility of Members to examine 
whether they have an interest in any item discussed by ExCo, and declare it 
before the ExCo discussion.  Based on the interest declared, CE will assess 
whether ExCo Members may have a potential or real conflict of interests in 
the item considered by ExCo.  CE will decide whether Members should 
participate or withdraw from the discussion of that item4.  Further, according 
to the "Code for Officials under the Political Appointment System", ExCo 
Members who are politically appointed officials shall report to CE any private 
interests that might influence, or appear to influence, their judgement in the 
performance of their duties.  If it appears to CE that there is or may be a 
conflict of interests between a politically appointed official's investments or 
interests and his or her official duties, CE may require the official to refrain 
from handling cases with actual or potential conflict of interests, among 
others5. 
 
Practices in the UK House of Commons 
 
15. In the UK House of Commons, a Member must disclose any relevant 
financial interest when speaking in a debate, in a way sufficiently informative 
to allow a listener to understand the nature of the interest, although it is up to 
the Member whether he or she draws attention to a registered interest or 
explains in more details.  As well as current interests, Members are required to 
declare both relevant past interests and relevant interests which they may be 
expecting to have.  In practice only interests held in the recent past, i.e. those 
current within the previous 12 months, need normally be considered for 
declaration.  Expected future interests, on the other hand, may be more 
significant.  Where, for example, a Member is debating legislation or making 
representations to a Minister on a matter from which he or she has a 
reasonable expectation of personal financial advantage, candour is essential.   
Members are also required to declare relevant indirect interests, for instance 
those of a spouse or partner, and also non-registrable interests of a financial 
                         

4
  Paper entitled "System of declaration of interests by Members of the Executive Council" prepared by the 

 Chief Executive's Office for the meeting of the Panel on Constitutional Affairs on 15 November 2010 
 (LC Paper No. CB(2) 239/10-11(07)). 

 
5
  Paper entitled "System of declaration of interests by the Chief Executive and Officials under the Political 

 Appointment System" prepared by the Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau for the meeting of the 
 Panel on Constitutional Affairs on 16 November 2009 (LC Paper No. CB(2) 244/09-10(03)). 
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nature whether these are affected by the proceedings in question (as, for 
instance the possession of a second home when the council tax treatment of 
these is under discussion)6.  Members are, however, not required to declare 
interests common to all Members and solely arising from that specific 
capacity.  For instance, in a debate on employment law, Members are not 
required to declare any interest as employers of staff in relation to those 
employed wholly in connection with their parliamentary duties7.  
 
16. Under the resolution of 19 July 1995, Members are required to declare 
relevant interests on the Order Paper (or Notice Paper) when submitting a 
written notice to the Table Office, the Public Bill Office or the Private Bill 
Office initiating a proceeding such as questions, early day motions and 
presentation of a bill.  Whenever such an interest is declared, the symbol [R] 
is printed on the Order Paper after the name of the Member concerned 
denoting that the Member has declared a relevant interest.  Relevant interests 
which should be declared include any interest which the Member is required 
to register in the Register of Members' Financial Interests, or which the 
Member should declare in debate.  If this is not the case or if the interest is a 
new interest, the Member when giving notice should attach to that notice a 
brief written description of the interest which is being declared.  This will then 
be available for inspection by other Members in the Office where the notice 
was given.  In case of urgent questions which are allowed, a Member with a 
relevant interest should declare that interest when the question is asked in the 
House8.  
 
 
Sanctions relating to interests, operating expenses or operating funds 
 
Current situation 
 
17. Rule 85 of RoP provides, inter alia, that any Member who fails to 
comply with the disclosure of pecuniary interests requirements under 
Rule 83A of RoP may be admonished, reprimanded or suspended by the 
Council on a motion to that effect.  
 
 

                         

6
  Paragraph 73 of the Guide to the Rules relating to the conduct of Members of the House of Commons of 

 the Parliament of the United Kingdom (2009) (updated May 2010) . 
 
7
  Paragraph 75 of the Guide to the Rules relating to the conduct of Members of the House of Commons of 

 the Parliament of the United Kingdom (2009) (updated May 2010). 
 
8
  Paragraphs 78-79 of the Guide to the Rules relating to the conduct of Members of the House of 

 Commons of the Parliament of the United Kingdom (2009) (updated May 2010) . 
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Practices in the UK House of Commons 
 
18. In the UK House of Commons, if a complaint against a Member is 
upheld, the Member under complaint may be required to make a public 
apology to the House.  In more serious cases, a penalty may be imposed, 
which may involve either withholding a Member’s salary for a specified 
period without suspending the Member or the suspension of the Member (with 
a loss of salary) for a specific period.  In the most exceptional cases, the 
Member under complaint may be expelled from the House.  A 
recommendation that the Member should have his or her salary withheld, or 
the Member be suspended or expelled must be debated and approved by the 
House9.  
 
19. If during the preliminary enquiry, the Member under complaint already 
admits to failing to register or declare an interest or where the interest 
involved is minor or the failure to register or declare was inadvertent, the 
Member may be allowed to rectify the matter using the rectification procedure 
provided in Standing Order 15010.  In the case of non-registration of interests, 
rectification requires a belated entry in the Register on Members' Financial 
Interests and with an appropriate explanatory note; in the case of non-
disclosure, it requires an apology to the House, either by means of a point of 
order or of an intervention in a relevant debate11. 
 
 
Views/concerns expressed by CMI members and other Members on 
registration and declaration of Members' Interests 
 
20. During the current LegCo term, CMI considered and tabled in Council 
three reports concerning several complaints about Members' failure to comply 
with the requirements on registration and disclosure of interests.  Arising from 
these complaints and during the motion debate on "Issues in relation to 
procedural rules on pecuniary interests" at the Council meeting of 13 July 
2011 at which the principles of how directorships should be regarded for the 
purposes of Rule 83A of RoP were debated (Appendix III), CMI members 
and other Members have raised a number of views and concerns about the 
existing system on registration and disclosure of Members' interests, which 
are set out in paragraphs 21 to 31 below. 
                         

9
  Paragraph 35 of Parliamentary Note 3. 

 
10

 Since 2002, the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards has had discretion to allow Members to 
correct minor failures to register or declare interests without him having to report fully to the Committee 
on Standards and Privileges.  In 2005, the rectification procedure was extended to cases involving 
parliamentary allowances and the use of facilities and services of the House. 

 
11

 Paragraph 108 of the Guide to the Rules relating to the conduct of Members of the House of Commons of 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom (2009) (updated May 2010). 
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Registration of interests 
 
21. The registration of "clients" under Rule 83(5)(c) of RoP should cover 
all professions, except where such disclosure of information would be 
contrary to any legal or established professional duty of privacy or 
confidentiality.   
 
22. In respect of the registration of "land and property" under Rule 
83(5)(g), fuller details should be registered.  For instance, the nature of the 
property and its location should be provided.  Also, since legally speaking 
land might be considered as a kind of property, the word "land" could be 
deleted.  
 
23. More information should be provided in registering shareholding and 
directorship interests, such as the date of acquiring the shares and holding the 
directorships, the date of ceasing to own the shares and hold the directorships 
and the reasons for late registration and late de-registration of these interests. 
 
24. The information required in the Registration Form should not go 
beyond what is required under Rule 83 of RoP.  For instance, the registrable 
interest of "remunerated directorships" under Rule 83(5)(a) means 
remunerated directorships of companies, public or private, and if the company 
concerned is a subsidiary of another company within the meaning of the 
Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32), also the name of that company.  However, in 
the Notes of Category 1 of the Registration Form on "Directorships", 
Members should briefly state the nature of the business of the company in 
each case and should register all subsidiary or associated directorships which 
they hold within the same group, whether remunerated or not, if they are the 
remunerated directors of that group. 
  
Disclosure of interests 
 
25. The lack of a definition of direct and indirect pecuniary interests in 
Rule 83A of RoP has rendered it difficult for Members to judge whether they 
have a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the matter under consideration at 
the relevant meeting for the purposes of the Rule.     
 
26. Although it is generally understood that the disclosure of the nature of 
the direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the matter before a committee is a 
condition to a Member's speaking on the matter, better guidance should be 
given on the timing of making disclosure of interests.  For instance, it is not 
clear whether a Member is deemed to have disclosed a relevant interest if he 
or she has disclosed such an interest at a previous meeting(s) of the same 
committee deliberating on the same matter. 
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27. Rule 83A of RoP should be expanded to require that a Member must 
disclose interests if he or she has a reasonable expectation of pecuniary 
interests in a matter under consideration by a committee of the Council. 
 
28. The requirement for a Member, by virtue of his or her being a non-
executive director ("NED") of a company, to disclose the interests derived 
from a subsidiary of the company is not reasonably practicable.  Although 
there is no distinction between NEDs and executive directors in law, NEDs do 
not participate in the day-to-day management of the company.  To therefore 
expect a Member to take steps to find out whether the company of which he or 
she is a NED has a pecuniary interest in the matter under consideration by a 
committee of the Council is unreasonable, not to mention that a NED does not 
have the capacity or duty to keep abreast of the business activities of the 
subsidiaries of the company of which he or she is a NED.  

 
29. For the requirement referred to in paragraph 28 above to be workable, 
Members should at best only be required to disclose the interests derived from 
the major subsidiaries of the company of which he or she is a NED. 

 
Sanctions relating to interests, operating expenses or operating funds 
 
30. Failure to disclose a pecuniary interest in the Council or in any 
committee of the Council required under Rule 83A of RoP should be 
considered less serious than not registering/omitting to register a registrable 
interest required under Rule 83, as Members are given sufficient time to 
decide which interests to register under Rule 83 but this may not be the case 
when deciding whether or not to declare interests before they speak or vote at 
a meeting of a committee.  
 
31. The existing sanctions provided under Rule 85 of RoP for breaching  
the requirements on registration or disclosure of interests should be expanded 
to include lesser forms of punishment for breaches which are of a less serious 
nature as in cases where the breaches are minor and not clearly intentional or 
are inadvertent.  
  
 
Issues for consideration 
 
32. In the light of Members' views and concerns as set out in paragraphs 21 
to 31 above and having regard to the practices of the UK House of Commons, 
members may wish to consider the following: 
 

(a) whether the scope of the registration of interests should be 
widened and the information to be registered made more detailed 
to ensure that the registration system continues to secure public 
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trust and confidence in the integrity of the Council.  For instance, 
in registering their registrable interests of "directorships", 
"remunerated employment, offices, etc." and "clients", whether 
Members should be required to provide the precise amount of 
remuneration received, the nature of the work carried out in 
return for that remuneration and the number of hours worked 
during the period to which the remuneration relates; 

 
(b) whether CMI's views on the principles of how it would regard 

directorships for the purpose of making the required disclosures 
under Rule 83A of RoP (in Appendix III) should be re-visited;  

  
(c) whether Rule 83A should be amended to require that a Member 

must disclose his or her pecuniary interests if he or she has a 
reasonable expectation of pecuniary interests in a matter under 
consideration by a committee of the Council; 

 
(d) whether a set of more detailed guidelines should be drawn up to 

replace the existing Guidelines on Members' Interests to better 
assist Members in complying with Rule 83 of RoP and that such 
new guidelines should be approved by the Council.  In the UK 
House of Commons, detailed guidance on completing the 
Registration Form on Members' Financial Interests is set out in 
the Guide to the Rules relating to the Conduct of Members and 
the Guide is approved by the House;   

 
(e) whether the practice of the UK House of Commons on 

declaration of interests on the Order Paper as referred to in 
paragraph 16 above should be adopted in the proceedings of the 
Council and any committee of the Council apart from declaration 
of interests in debate; and 

 

(f) whether Rule 85 on sanctions relating to interests, operating 
expenses or operating funds should be amended to include lesser 
forms of punishment, including whether a "rectification 
procedure" referred to in paragraph 19 above should be 
introduced to dispose of cases of admitted failure to register or 
disclose interests where the interest involved is minor, or the 
failure to register or disclose is inadvertent. 
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Members’ advice 
 
33. Members are invited to note the background to the requirements for the 
registration and disclosure of Members' interests in paragraphs 2 to 19 above 
and the various views and concerns expressed by Members on the subject 
matter in paragraphs 21 to 31 above as well as to consider the issues in 
paragraph 32 above. 
 
 
Council Business Division 3 
Legislative Council Secretariat  
4 January 2012 
 



Appendix I 
 
 

Amendments to the relevant rules concerning 
registration of Members' interests 

 
 

Amendments to the relevant Standing Orders ("SO") and Rules of 
Procedure ("RoP") concerning registration of Members' interests, which are 
still applicable, are summarized as follows:   
 

(a)  amalgamating two categories of registrable interests on 
"remunerated employments or offices" and "remunerated trades, 
professions or vocations" into one category "remunerated 
employment, offices, etc." to remove the artificial distinction 
between "remunerated employments or offices" and 
"remunerated trades, professions or vocations", by making 
reference to one of the recommendations of the UK House of 
Commons Select Committee on Members' Interests on the 
registration and declaration of financial interests as contained in 
its report published in March 1992 to amalgamate the same (the 
amended SO 64A(4)(b) was passed by the former LegCo on 
4 May 1994, which is the current Rule 83(5)(b) of RoP); 

 
(b) requiring Members to also register the interests received by 

their spouses relating to "financial sponsorships", "overseas 
visits" and "any payments or any material benefits or 
advantages" which arise out of their membership of the Council, 
by making reference to one of the recommendations of the UK 
House of Commons Select Committee on Members' Interests on 
the registration and declaration of financial interests as 
contained in its report published in March 1992 to require 
Members to register interests received by their spouses relating 
to hospitality, gifts and overseas visits which arise out of their 
membership of the House (the amended SO 64A(4)(ii),(f) and 
(g) were passed by the former LegCo on 4 May 1994, which is 
the current Rule 83(5)(d)(ii),(e) and (f) of RoP); 

 
(c) deleting "of substantial value or from which a substantial 

income is derived" from the registrable interest of "land and 
property" as Members are already required to make a full 
declaration on land and property regardless of whether the land 
or property is of substantial value or whether the Members are 
deriving a substantial income from the land or property (the 
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amended SO 64A(4)(h) was passed by the former LegCo on 
4  May 1994, which is the current Rule 83(5)(g)of RoP); 

 
(d) in respect of "any payments or any material benefits or 

advantages" received by Members or their spouses, replacing 
"on behalf of foreign governments, organizations or persons" 
with " arising out of his membership of the Council from or on 
behalf of (i) any government or organization of a place outside 
Hong Kong; or (ii) any person who is not a Hong Kong 
permanent resident" to cover "any payments or any material 
benefits or advantages" received by Members or their spouses 
from other regions in Mainland China (Taiwan and Macau 
included) and to make clear that foreign persons are persons 
whose status as "Hong Kong permanent residents" cannot be 
established under the Immigration Ordinance (Cap.115) (the 
amended SO 64A(4)(g) was passed by the Provisional LegCo on 
12 April 1997 and the LegCo on 2 July 1998, which is the 
current Rule 83(5)(f) of RoP); 

 
(e) changing the time period for a Member to register his or her 

registrable interests with the Clerk to LegCo from "not later 
than seven days before the first sitting of each session" to "not 
later than the first meeting of each term" to allow sufficient time 
for Members to complete their registration of registrable 
interests (the amended Rule 83(1) of RoP was passed by the 
Council on 28 April 1999); 

 
(f) replacing the requirement that a Member must register the 

financial sponsorship received "as a candidate for election to the 
Council, where to the knowledge of the Member the 
sponsorship exceeds $10,000 or 25% of his or her election 
expenses" with the requirement that a Member must register all 
donations received as a candidate for the election to the 
Council.  This new requirement was made to bring the 
requirement under RoP in line with that provided in the then 
Corrupt and Illegal Practices Ordinance (Cap. 288) (which was 
repealed and re-enacted as the Election (Corrupt and Illegal 
Conduct) Ordinance (Cap. 554) on 16 February 2000) (the 
amended Rule 83(5)(d)(i) of RoP was passed by the Council on 
28 April 1999); and 
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(g) requiring that a Member who is a remunerated director of a 
subsidiary of another company to also register the name of that 
company so as to tighten up the registration requirements for 
remunerated directorships (the amended Rule 83(5)(a) of RoP 
was passed by the Council on 26 April 2006). 

 
 
 
Council Business Division 3 
Legislative Council Secretariat  
4 January 2012 
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Appendix III 

 
Extract of Paragraph 3.14 from the Report of the Committee on Members' 
Interests on its consideration of a complaint against Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO, 
Hon Jeffrey LAM and Hon Abraham SHEK tabled at the Legislative Council 
Meeting on 22 June 2011 
 
 
CMI's views on the principles of how it would regard directorships for the 
purpose of Rule 83A of RoP are set out as follows: 

 
X    X     X    X     X 

 
(a) a company is regarded as having a direct pecuniary interest in a 

project if the company has bid for a contract or has been awarded 
a contract under the project; 

 
(b) if a company is regarded as having a direct pecuniary interest in 

a project by virtue of (a) above, a Member who is a director of 
the company is regarded as having an indirect pecuniary interest 
in the project; 

 
(c) there is no distinction between executive directors, non-executive 

directors and independent non-executive directors as far as 
disclosure of pecuniary interest under Rule 83A of RoP is 
concerned; 

 
(d) a Member is expected to take reasonable steps to find out, for the 

purpose of making the required disclosures under Rule 83A of 
RoP, whether the company of which he is a director has a 
pecuniary interest in the matter under consideration by a 
committee; and 

 
(e) generally speaking, if a subsidiary of a company ("parent 

company") has bid for a contract or has been awarded a contract 
under a project, then, the parent company is regarded as having 
an indirect pecuniary interest in the project and on this basis, a 
Member who is a director of that parent company is regarded as 
having an indirect pecuniary interest in the project. 

 
X    X    X    X    X 
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