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Noting the absence of a quorum, the President directed the Clerk to summon 
Members to the meeting.  A quorum was then present. 

 
 
    Tabling of Papers 
  

The following papers were laid on the table under Rule 21(2) of the Rules of 
Procedure: 
 
Subsidiary Legislation / Instrument 
 

L.N. No. 

Smoking (Public Health) (Designation of No Smoking Areas) 
(Amendment) Notice 2012 
(gazetted on 24.2.2012) 

29/2012 

 
 

 Other Papers 
 
No. 73 - Hong Kong Arts Development Council Annual Report 2010/11 

(published on 23.2.2012) 
 

No. 74 - The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Annual Report 
2010-2011 and financial statements together with the 
independent auditor’s report for the year ended 30 June 2011 
(published on 23.2.2012) 
 

No. 75 - AIDS Trust Fund 
Financial statements together with the Report of the Director of 
Audit for the year ended 31 March 2011 
(published on 23.2.2012) 
 

No. 76 - Report on Activities of the Hong Kong Examinations and 
Assessment Authority and financial statements together with the 
independent auditor’s report for the year ended 31 August 2011 
(published on 24.2.2012) 
 

Report No. 13/11-12 of the House Committee on Consideration of Subsidiary 
Legislation and Other Instruments 
(published on 23.2.2012) 
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   Questions under Rule 24(4) of the Rules of Procedure 
 
Written replies to urgent Questions 1 to 8 were tabled for Members’ 
information. 
 
 

   Questions 
 
1.  Hon Andrew CHENG asked Question 1. 

 
The Chief Secretary for Administration replied. 
 
Hon Andrew CHENG asked a supplementary question and the Chief 
Secretary for Administration replied.   
 
After the Chief Secretary for Administration had replied, Dr Hon Philip 
WONG raised a point of order on whether the supplementary question 
raised by Hon Andrew CHENG had contravened Rule 41(7) of the Rules 
of Procedure.  The President stated that he did not consider the 
supplementary question raised by Hon Andrew CHENG had 
contravened the provision. 
 
Four Members asked supplementary questions and the Chief Secretary 
for Administration and the Secretary for Civil Service replied. 

 
 
2.  In accordance with Rule 26(6A) of the Rules of Procedure, the President 

called upon the Chairman of House Committee, Hon Miriam LAU, to 
ask Question 2 on behalf of Hon Mrs Regina IP, who was not present to 
ask her question. 
 
The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs replied. 
 
Hon Mrs Regina IP, who was then present, asked a supplementary 
question and the Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs 
replied. 
 
Two other Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary 
for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs replied. 
 
 

3.  Hon Starry LEE asked Question 3. 
 
The Secretary for Education replied. 
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Four Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for 
Education replied. 
 
 

4.  Hon Alan LEONG asked Question 4. 
 
The Secretary for Development replied. 
 
Three Members asked supplementary questions.  The Secretary for 
Development and and the Secretary for Transport and Housing replied. 
 
 

5.  Hon CHEUNG Kwok-che asked Question 5. 
 
The Secretary for Labour and Welfare replied. 
 
Four Members asked supplementary questions.  The Secretary for 
Labour and Welfare and the Secretary for Education replied. 
 
 

6.  Dr Hon PAN Pey-chyou asked Question 6. 
 
The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury replied. 
 
While the Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury was 
speaking, the President left the chair at 12:57 pm temporarily and the 
President’s Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair. 
 
Four Members asked supplementary questions and the Secretary for 
Financial Services and the Treasury replied. 
 

Written replies to Questions 7 to 20 were tabled for Members’ information. 
 
 

   Bills 
 
First Reading 
 
Construction Industry Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2012 
Trade Descriptions (Unfair Trade Practices) (Amendment) Bill 2012 
Trade Descriptions (Amendment) Bill 2012 
 
The Bills were read the first time and ordered to be set down for Second 
Reading under Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure. 
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Second Reading 
 
Construction Industry Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2012 
 
The Secretary for Development moved the Second Reading and spoke on the 
Bill. 
 
While the Secretary for Development was speaking, Hon Albert CHAN drew 
the attention of the President’s Deputy to the absence of a quorum.  The 
President’s Deputy directed the Clerk to summon Members to the meeting.  A 
quorum was then present. 
 
The Secretary for Development continued to speak on the Bill. 
 
Question on the Second Reading proposed.  The President’s Deputy stated that 
in accordance with Rule 54(4) of the Rules of Procedure, the debate was 
adjourned and the Bill was referred to the House Committee. 
 
 
Trade Descriptions (Unfair Trade Practices) (Amendment) Bill 2012 
Trade Descriptions (Amendment) Bill 2012 
 
The Secretary for the Commerce and Economic Development moved the 
Second Reading and spoke on the above two Bills respectively. 
 
Question on the Second Reading proposed.  The President’s Deputy stated that 
in accordance with Rule 54(4) of the Rules of Procedure, the debates on the 
above Bills were adjourned and the Bills were referred to the House 
Committee. 
 
 
Banking (Amendment) Bill 2011 
 

 Resumption of Second Reading debate 
 
The debate on the Second Reading which was moved on 21 December 2011 
resumed. 
 
The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury spoke on the Bill. 
 
Question on the Second Reading put and agreed to. 
 
Bill read the second time and committed to a committee of the whole Council. 
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Committee stage 
 
The Council went into committee and considered the Banking (Amendment) 
Bill 2011. 
 
Question that clauses 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 9 to 17, 19, 20 and 21 stand part of the Bill 
proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
Question that clauses 3, 4, 8 and 18 stand part of the Bill proposed. 
 
The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury moved the amendments 
to clauses 3, 4, 8 and 18 and spoke on the amendments. 
 
Question on the amendments put and agreed to. 
 
Question that clauses 3, 4, 8 and 18 as amended stand part of the Bill proposed, 
put and agreed to. 
 
New clause 18A read the first time. 
 
The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury moved the Second 
Reading of new clause 18A and spoke on the new clause. 
 
Question on the Second Reading of new clause 18A proposed, put and agreed 
to.  
 
New clause 18A read the second time. 
 
The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury moved the addition of 
new clause 18A to the Bill. 
 
Question on the addition proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
Question that the long title stand part of the Bill proposed. 
 
The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury moved an amendment to 
the long title and spoke on the amendment. 
 
Question on the amendment put and agreed to. 
 
The Council then resumed. 
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Third Reading 
 
The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury reported that 
 
 the Banking (Amendment) Bill 2011 
  
had passed through the Committee stage with amendments.  The Bill was 
ordered to be set down for Third Reading under Rule 59 of the Rules of 
Procedure. 
 
The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury moved that the Bill be 
read the third time and do pass. 
 
Question on the Third Reading proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
Bill read the third time and passed. 
 
 

   Motions 
 

Proposed resolution under the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance 
 
The Secretary for Food and Health moved the following motion and spoke on 
the motion: 

 
Resolved that the following Regulations, made by the Pharmacy and Poisons 
Board on 3 February 2012, be approved – 

(a) the Pharmacy and Poisons (Amendment) Regulation 2012; and 

(b) the Poisons List (Amendment) Regulation 2012. 
 

Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
 
Proposed resolution under the Criminal Procedure Ordinance and the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 
 
The Secretary for Home Affairs moved the motion in Appendix I and spoke 
on the motion. 
 
At 2:25 pm, while the Secretary for Home Affairs was speaking, the President 
resumed the chair. 
 
Question on the motion proposed. 
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Dr Hon Margaret NG declared interest as counsel who might be instructed by 
the Director of Legal Aid from time to time.  She then spoke on the motion. 
 
Hon Audrey EU declared that she was a barrister who might handle criminal 
cases involving legal aid.  She then spoke on the motion. 
 
Another Member spoke on the motion. 
 
The Secretary for Home Affairs replied. 
 
Question on the motion put and agreed to. 
 
 

   Members’ Motions 
 
Proposed resolution under section 34(4) of the Interpretation and General 
Clauses Ordinance 
 
Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG moved the following motion and spoke on the 
motion: 
 
Resolved that in relation to the Rating (Exemption) Order 2012, published in 
the Gazette as Legal Notice No. 14 of 2012, and laid on the table of the 
Legislative Council on 8 February 2012, the period for amending subsidiary 
legislation referred to in section 34(2) of the Interpretation and General Clauses 
Ordinance (Cap. 1) be extended under section 34(4) of that Ordinance to the 
meeting of 28 March 2012. 
 
Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
 
Motion under Rule 49E(2) of the Rules of Procedure 
 
Hon Miriam LAU moved the following motion and spoke on the motion: 
 
That this Council takes note of Report No. 13/11-12 of the House Committee 
laid on the Table of the Council on 29 February 2012 in relation to the 
subsidiary legislation and instrument(s) as listed below. 
 

Item Number Title of Subsidiary Legislation or Instrument 

(1) Places of Public Entertainment (Exemption) 
(Amendment) Order 2011 (L.N. 183/2011). 
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Question on the motion proposed. 
 
Hon Cyd HO spoke on the motion as the Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Places of Public Entertainment (Exemption) (Amendment) Order 2011 and 
then in her personal capacity as a Member. 
 
Four Members spoke on the motion. 
 
The Secretary for Home Affairs spoke on the motion. 
 
The President stated that under Rule 49E(9) of the Rules of Procedure, he 
would not put any question on the motion.  
 
 
Proposed resolution under the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) 
Ordinance 
 
Hon Miriam LAU moved the following motion and spoke on the motion:  
  
That this Council appoints a select committee for the purpose of studying 
Mr LEUNG Chun-ying’s involvement as a member of the Jury in the West 
Kowloon Reclamation Concept Plan Competition, and related issues; and that 
in the performance of its duties the committee be authorized under section 9(2) 
of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382) to 
exercise the powers conferred by section 9(1) of that Ordinance.  
 
Question on the motion proposed. 
 
The Secretary for Home Affairs spoke on the motion. 
 
After the Secretary for Home Affairs had spoken, Hon Paul CHAN raised a 
point of order on whether it was appropriate for Members who had nominated 
individual candidates for the Chief Executive Election to remain in the meeting 
and take part in the voting when the motion was put to vote. 
 
The President stated that according to the Rules of Procedure, a Member shall 
not vote upon any question and shall withdraw when a vote was taken on a 
question in which he had a direct pecuniary interest.  He therefore reminded 
Members that if any of them had a direct pecuniary interest in a question on 
which a vote was taken, the Member concerned must withdraw from the 
meeting. 
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Hon Miriam LAU declared that she had nominated Mr Henry TANG, but she 
had not contributed any money or effort. 
 
The President also reminded Members that if any Member had a direct or 
indirect pecuniary interest in the question under debate, it was necessary for the 
Member concerned to declare the nature of his interest. 
 
Hon LEE Wing-tat declared that he had nominated Mr Albert HO as a Chief 
Executive candidate, and he did not have any direct or indirect pecuniary 
interest relating to this motion.  He then spoke on the motion. 
 
Hon LI Fung-ying declared that she was a member of the Election Committee 
selecting the Chief Executive but she did not nominate anyone to stand in this 
Chief Executive Election.  She then spoke on the motion. 
 
Six other Members spoke on the motion. 
 
Hon Vincent FANG declared that he had already nominated a Chief Executive 
candidate.  He then spoke on the motion. 
 
Hon Alan LEONG declared that he had already nominated one of the 
candidates, Mr Albert HO.  He then spoke on the motion. 
 
A Member spoke on the motion. 
 
Hon CHIM Pui-chung declared that he was one of the nominators of 
Mr Henry TANG who was a candidate for the election, but no pecuniary 
interest was involved.  He then spoke on the motion. 
 
While Hon CHIM Pui-chung was speaking, Hon Andrew CHENG drew the 
attention of the President to the absence of a quorum.  The President directed 
the Clerk to summon Members to the meeting.  A quorum was then present.   
 
The President called upon Hon CHIM Pui-chung to continue to speak.   
 
While Hon CHIM Pui-chung was speaking, Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung 
interrupted and requested to elucidate a point he had made earlier which he 
considered to be misunderstood by Hon CHIM Pui-chung.  The President 
stated that he would let Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung make an elucidation after 
Mr CHIM had finished his speech.    
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After Hon CHIM Pui-chung had spoken, the President gave permission for 
Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung to elucidate a point which he considered to be 
misunderstood by Hon CHIM Pui-chung. 
 
Hon Cyd HO declared that she had nominated Mr Albert HO to take part in the 
unjust small-circle election.  She then spoke on the motion. 
 
Dr Hon Priscilla LEUNG spoke on the motion and declared that she had not 
nominated any candidate for the Chief Executive Election. 
 
Prof Hon Patrick LAU declared that he was a member of the Jury of the West 
Kowloon Reclamation Concept Plan Competition.  He then spoke on the 
motion. 
 
Dr Hon PAN Pey-chyou declared that he had not nominated any candidate for 
the Chief Executive Election.  He then spoke on the motion. 
 
Hon Paul CHAN declared that he was one of the nominators of Mr LEUNG 
Chun-ying in the Chief Executive Election and he was appointed as a member 
of the Board of the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority in the second 
half of 2008.  He then spoke on the motion. 
 
Hon Paul TSE declared that he was a member of an advisory committee under 
the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority and had not nominated any 
candidate in the Chief Executive Election so far.  He then spoke on the motion. 
 
While Hon Paul TSE was speaking, the President left the chair at 7:54 pm 
temporarily and the President’s Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair. 
 
Hon Audrey EU declared that she was an Election Committee member and had 
nominated Mr Albert HO, and there was no direct or indirect interest or 
pecuniary connection.  She then spoke on the motion. 
 
Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO declared that he was a member of the Election 
Committee selecting the Chief Executive and had nominated 
Mr Henry TANG .  He then spoke on the motion. 
 
At 8:25 pm, while Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO was speaking, the President 
resumed the chair. 
 
A Member spoke on the motion. 
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Hon Abraham SHEK spoke on the motion and declared that he supported 
Mr Henry TANG. 
 
While Hon Abraham SHEK was speaking, Hon Paul CHAN interrupted and 
elucidated a point he had made earlier which he considered to be 
misunderstood by Hon Abraham SHEK. 
 
Dr Hon LAM Tai-fai declared that he had not nominated Mr LEUNG Chun-
ying, who was involved in the incident as set out in this motion, and he had no 
intention to vote for him.  He then spoke on the motion. 
 
The Secretary for Home Affairs spoke again on the motion. 
 
After the Secretary for Home Affairs had spoken, Hon Cyd HO elucidated a 
point she had made earlier which she considered to be misunderstood by the 
Secretary for Home Affairs. 
 
Hon Miriam LAU replied. 
 
Hon Ronny TONG declared that he had nominated Mr Albert HO. 
 
Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG declared that she had nominated Mr Henry TANG. 
 
Hon LAU Wong-fat declared that he was an Executive Council Member, and 
he had nominated Mr Henry TANG. 
 
Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO declared that he was a member of the Election 
Committee and had nominated Mr Henry TANG, but no direct or indirect 
interests were involved. 
 
Hon LEE Cheuk-yan declared that he had nominated Mr Albert HO, but he 
would not vote for him, as he would cast an invalid vote. 

 
Dr Hon Philip WONG declared that he had nominated Mr Henry TANG. 
 
Hon KAM Nai-wai, Dr Hon Joseph LEE, Hon CHEUNG Kwok-che and 
Hon Frederick FUNG declared that they had nominated Mr Albert HO for the 
Chief Executive Election. 
 
Hon Fred LI declared that all Members of the Democratic Party had nominated 
Mr Albert HO. 
 
Dr David LI declared that he assisted Mr Henry TANG. 
 
Dr Hon LAM Tai-fai declared that he had nominated Mr Henry TANG. 
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Question on the motion put. 
 
Hon WONG Ting-kwong claimed a division.  The President then ordered the 
Council to proceed to a division. 
 
While the division bell was ringing, Hon Tanya CHAN declared that she had 
nominated Mr Albert HO. 
 
Hon Tommy CHEUNG, Hon Jeffrey LAM and Hon Andrew LEUNG declared 
that they had nominated Mr Henry TANG. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 28 were present, 16 were in favour of the motion, two against it 
and nine abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical 
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 18 were in favour of 
the motion and nine abstained (voting record in Appendix II).  Since the 
question was agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members 
present, he declared that the motion was passed.  
 
The President suspended the meeting at 9:33 pm. 
 
 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  
 
 
The Council resumed at 9:00 am on 1 March 2012. 
 
 
Motion for the adjournment of the Council under Rule 16(2) of the Rules of 
Procedure 
 
Hon Cyd HO moved the following motion and spoke on the motion: 
 
That this Council do now adjourn for the purpose of debating the following 
issue: the integrity and probity of the Chief Executive and his responsibility for 
upholding the fairness and impartiality of the next Chief Executive Election to 
be held on 25 March. 
 
Question on the motion proposed. 
 
The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs spoke on the motion. 
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Hon Emily LAU declared that she had nominated Mr Albert HO to run in the 
small-circle Chief Executive Election.  She then spoke on the motion. 
 
Eight Members and Hon Albert CHAN spoke on the motion.   
 
While Hon Albert CHAN was speaking, the President left the chair at 
11:50 am temporarily and the President’s Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the 
chair. 
 
Five other Members and Dr Hon Margaret NG spoke on the motion. 
 
At 1:18 pm, while the Dr Hon Margaret NG was speaking, the President 
resumed the chair. 
 
Four more Members spoke on the motion. 
 
The President reminded Members that if the motion was passed, he would 
adjourn the Council under Rule 16(3) of the Rules of Procedure.  In such a 
case, this meeting could not proceed for considering the remaining items on the 
Agenda. 
 
While the President was about to put the question to vote, Hon Paul TSE 
indicated a wish to speak on the motion. 
 
With the permission of the President, Hon Paul TSE spoke on the motion. 
 
After Hon Paul TSE had spoken, the President stated that as some Members 
had enquired about how the provisions in the Rules of Procedure should be 
applied to references made to the conduct of the Chief Executive or questions 
raised regarding the conduct of the Chief Executive in the speeches made by 
Members, he would give an explanation on the matter. 
 
The President stated that Rules 41(7) of the Rules of Procedure was made for 
contents of speeches, which provided that “the conduct of the Chief 
Executive……otherwise than in the performance of his official duties shall not 
be raised”.  The motion currently under debate concerned “the integrity and 
probity of the Chief Executive and his responsibility for upholding the fairness 
and impartiality of the next Chief Executive Election to be held on 25 March”, 
which was triggered by certain acts of the Chief Executive widely reported by 
the media.  Strictly speaking, he considered the acts of the Chief Executive 
referred to by Members in their speeches made earlier were not acts done by 
the Chief Executive in performing official duties.  However, if it was because 
of the restriction imposed by Rule 41(7) that Members were unable to refer to 



- 344 - 
 

such acts in the debate, it was unlikely that the debate could proceed in a 
reasonable and meaningful manner.  Therefore, when chairing this motion 
debate, he would pay attention to whether those acts of the Chief Executive 
mentioned by Members were related directly to the subject of the motion.  His 
doing was to strike a reasonable balance between enforcing the Rules of 
Procedure and permitting Members to engage in a meaningful debate. 

 
The President also stated that regarding the Chief Executive’s Question and 
Answer Session to be held at 3:00 pm the same day, as questions raised by 
Members to the Chief Executive were not considered to be speeches, they were 
bound by Rule 25(l)(j) of the Rules of Procedure which was made for contents 
of questions.  The President further stated that the Chief Executive had agreed 
to attend the Question and Answer Session this time in accordance with Rule 8 
of the Rules of Procedure and the purpose of which was to enable Members to 
raise questions regarding the acceptance of hospitality extended to the Chief 
Executive by his friends and on matters relating to the flat he had leased in 
Shenzhen.  As this Question and Answer was a special one, he would not 
follow the practice as in other Question and Answer Sessions and make 
reference to the number of questions raised by each Member in order to 
determine the order of Members raising questions.  In other words, every 
Member would be rendered equal opportunity in raising questions.   

 
The President added that the Secretariat had already conveyed to the Chief 
Executive that Members wished the duration of the Question and Answer 
Session to be longer.  The Chief Executive’s Office had replied that the 
Question and Answer Session should be kept within one hour as far as 
practicable.  However, should there be a considerable number of Members 
from various political parties and groupings who had not been able to ask a 
question, the Chief Executive would be willing to stay and take a few more 
questions.  Also, since this Question and Answer Session was a special one, the 
originally scheduled ones would not be affected.   
 
Hon Paul TSE raised a point of order on whether the President would consider 
following the practice of the panel meetings by setting a time limit for each 
question asked at the Chief Executive’s Question and Answer Session to be 
held that day, so that more Members could put questions to the Chief Executive 
and there would be a better control of time used.  The President stated that if 
any arrangement regarding the Chief Executive’s Question and Answer Session 
was to be changed, the consent of all Members would have to be sought.  Thus, 
the Chief Executive’s Question and Answer Session held that day would follow 
the established practice.   
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Hon Albert CHAN said that as the questions to be raised by Members in the 
Chief Executive’s Question and Answer Session might contain words accusing 
the Chief Executive, he sought clarification on the Rules of Procedure 
concerning the interpretation of offensiveness.   
 
The President stated that he would make a ruling on whether a Member had 
used offensive language about the Chief Executive.  If a question asked by a 
Member was a genuine question, he would not regard it as being offensive.  
But if a Member tried to heap offensive remarks onto the person to whom a 
question was directed and asked if he would agree, then he would consider the 
question offensive. 
 
The President then suspended the meeting at 2:42 pm for holding the Chief 
Executive’s Question and Answer Session scheduled to be held from 3:00 pm 
to 4:00 pm. 
 
 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  
 
 
The Council resumed at 4:45 pm. 
 
Three other Members spoke on the motion. 
 
Question on the motion put and negatived. 
 
 
Report of the Subcommittee to Study Issues Relating to the Power of the 
Legislative Council to Amend Subsidiary Legislation 
 
Dr Hon Margaret NG moved the following motion as the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee to Study Issues Relating to the Power of the Legislative Council 
to Amend Subsidiary Legislation, and then spoke on the motion in her personal 
capacity as a Member: 
 
That this Council notes the Report of the Subcommittee to Study Issues 
Relating to the Power of the Legislative Council to Amend Subsidiary 
Legislation. 
 
Question on the motion proposed. 
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The Secretary for Justice spoke on the motion. 
 
Six Members spoke on the motion.   
 
The Secretary for Justice spoke again. 
 
Dr Hon Margaret NG replied. 
 
Question on the motion put and agreed to. 
 
 
Expanding land resources 
 
Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming moved the following motion and spoke on the 
motion: 
 
That the Government estimates that Hong Kong’s population will reach 
8.9 million in 2039, while the number of households will reach 3.1 million; in 
the Policy Address announced last year, the Chief Executive stated that the 
Government would innovate to expand land resources, so as to meet the 
demand of housing and economic development; recently, the authorities have 
also conducted consultation on the development of rock caverns and possible 
reclamation sites outside the Victoria Harbour; in this connection, this Council 
urges the Government to: 
 
(a) formulate a concrete policy and timetable for materializing the concept 

of land reserve, and build a land reserve under a sustainable development 
approach, so as to formulate long-term land planning and stabilize land 
supply; 

 
(b) innovate to encourage residential development projects on private lands, 

including studying allowing owners of private lands to participate in the 
land development of new development areas or new towns, appropriately 
relaxing the plot ratio for rural residential land, and enhancing the 
transparency of premium payment; 

 
(c) review the existing compensation mechanism for land resumption, so as 

to expedite the Government’s pace of land resumption for building new 
towns or new development areas; 

 
(d) comprehensively look into the use of green belt areas and agricultural 

land in the New Territories which are devegetated, deserted or formed, 
thus no longer performing their original functions, and convert them into 
housing sites; 
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(e) before finalizing any reclamation works project outside the Victoria 
Harbour, release as a mandatory requirement important information such 
as environmental impact and project costs, etc. for conducting intensive 
consultation with affected stakeholders, and make compensation in 
respect of affected fishermen and the ecological environment; and 

 
(f) expedite the construction of the Northern Link with a view to driving 

land development in the Northwest New Territories. 
 
Question on the motion proposed. 
 
The President stated that four Members intended to move amendments to the 
motion.  In accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the motion and the four 
amendments would be debated together in a joint debate. 
 
Hon CHAN Hak-kan and Hon LEE Wing-tat, who intended to move 
amendments, spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
While Hon LEE Wing-tat was speaking, the President left the chair at 7:02 pm 
temporarily and the President’s Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair. 
 
Hon Tanya CHAN and Hon Albert CHAN, who intended to move 
amendments, spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
At 7:28 pm, while Hon Albert CHAN was speaking, the President resumed the 
chair. 
 
The Secretary for Development spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Twelve Members spoke on the motion and the amendments. 
 
Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming spoke on the amendments. 
 
The Secretary for Development spoke again. 
 
Hon CHAN Hak-kan moved the following amendment to Hon CHEUNG Hok-
ming’s motion: 
 
To add “, given that” after “That”; to add “, and have materialized the opening 
of the Frontier Closed Area” after “sites outside the Victoria Harbour”; to 
delete “and” after “the ecological environment;”; and to add “; and (g) 
expedite the development of the Lok Ma Chau Loop and Liantang/Heung 
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Yuen Wai Boundary Control Point, and formulate a concrete plan for 
developing the land of the former Frontier Closed Area, so as to optimize the 
use of 2400 hectares of land as released” immediately before the full stop. 
 
Question on Hon CHAN Hak-kan’s amendment to Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming’s 
motion proposed and put. 
 
Hon Fred LI claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council to 
proceed to a division. 
 
After the division bell had stopped ringing, the President noted the absence of a 
quorum, he therefore directed the Clerk to summon Members to the meeting.  
A quorum was then present. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 11 were present, 10 were in favour of the amendment and one 
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies 
through direct elections, 19 were present, six were in favour of the amendment, 
two against it and 10 abstained (voting record in Appendix III).  Since the 
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members 
present, he declared that the amendment was negatived. 
 
Hon Fred LI rose to move the following motion without notice: 
 
That in the event of further divisions in relation to the motion on “Expanding 
land resources” or amendments thereto, the Council do proceed to each of such 
divisions after the division bell has been rung for one minute. 
 
Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to. 
 
Hon LEE Wing-tat moved the following amendment to Hon CHEUNG Hok-
ming’s motion: 
 
To delete “the Government estimates that” after “That” and substitute with “, 
according to the projection of the Government,”; to delete “innovate” after 
“(b)” and substitute with “strengthen public participation through public 
consultation for perfecting the planning and design of new development areas 
or new towns, and study using innovative ideas”; to add “including allowing 
affected households to apply for purchasing Home Ownership Scheme flats 
without having to undergo income and asset tests,” after “mechanism for land 
resumption,”; to delete “thus no longer performing their original functions, and 
convert them into housing sites” after “deserted or formed,” and substitute 
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with “regulate the use and development of the land in the New Territories, 
expeditiously include the land in the New Territories in the Outline Zoning 
Plan, and draw up a draft development permission area plan for the land 
adjacent to country parks, so as to actively combat ‘destroy first, develop later’ 
practices, restore the damaged natural environment to the original state, and 
convert the lands which no longer perform their original functions into 
housing, commercial, cultural and eco-tourism sites, etc.”; to delete “release as 
a mandatory requirement” after “outside the Victoria Harbour,” and substitute 
with “ensure as a mandatory requirement that such reclamation works projects 
will not cause serious impact on the nearby marine ecological environment and 
the development of nearby areas, and that the land use under the relevant 
development plans suits Hong Kong’s long-term development and have the 
support of appropriate ancillary measures and social consensus, release”; to add 
“and adopt remedial measures” after “and make compensation”; and to delete 
“fishermen” after “respect of affected” and substitute with “people (including 
fishermen)”. 
 
Question on Hon LEE Wing-tat’s amendment to Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming’s 
motion proposed and put. 
 
Hon IP Kwok-him claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council 
to proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 11 were present, one was in favour of the amendment, eight 
against it and two abstained; while among the Members returned by 
geographical constituencies through direct elections, 19 were present, seven 
were in favour of the amendment, six against it and five abstained (voting 
record in Appendix IV).  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of 
each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the amendment 
was negatived. 
 
Hon Tanya CHAN moved the following amendment to Hon CHEUNG Hok-
ming’s motion: 
 
To add “the land in Hong Kong falls short of the demand in recent years, 
thereby directly driving up property prices, therefore a comprehensive land 
policy is very important to society;” after “That”; to add “strike an appropriate 
balance between development and conservation when formulating a land 
policy, and to” after “urges the Government to”; to add “(b) expeditiously 
include all lands within the territory of Hong Kong in statutory plans, so as to 
monitor the planned use of all lands and regulate the development of land 
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resources; (c) comprehensively review the Town Planning Ordinance and the 
functions of the Town Planning Board, and strengthen the Town Planning 
Board’s independence and effectiveness in monitoring, vetting and approving 
plans for developing land resources;” after “stabilize land supply;”; to delete 
the original “(b)” and substitute with “(d)”; to delete “including studying 
allowing owners of private lands to participate in the land development of new 
development areas or new towns, appropriately relaxing the plot ratio for rural 
residential land, and enhancing the transparency of premium payment” after 
“on private lands,” and substitute with “and strengthen the support and co-
ordination for property owners in old districts to participate in redeveloping old 
districts, and incorporate conservation elements such as historical buildings 
and local cultural features in the course of redeveloping old districts”; to delete 
the original “(c)” and substitute with “(e)”; to add “as well as the rehousing and 
removal arrangements for affected residents” after “mechanism for land 
resumption”; to delete “(d) comprehensively look into the use of green belt 
areas and agricultural land in the New Territories which are devegetated, 
deserted or formed, thus no longer performing their original functions, and 
convert them into housing sites;” after “new development areas;” and 
substitute with “(f) strengthen the enforcement of the Town Planning 
Ordinance and other relevant laws to prevent land owners from damaging the 
agricultural land and land in green belt areas and from developing residential 
sites by unlawful means, so as to ensure the lawful and sustainable 
development of land resources;”; to delete the original “(e)” and substitute with 
“(g)”; and to delete the original “(f)” and substitute with “(h)”. 
 
Question on Hon Tanya CHAN’s amendment to Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming’s 
motion proposed and put. 
 
Hon IP Kwok-him claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council 
to proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 11 were present, two were in favour of the amendment, eight 
against it and one abstained; while among the Members returned by 
geographical constituencies through direct elections, 19 were present, 15 were 
in favour of the amendment and three against it (voting record in 
Appendix V).  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the 
two groups of Members present, he declared that the amendment was 
negatived. 
 
Hon Albert CHAN moved the following amendment to Hon CHEUNG Hok-
ming’s motion: 
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To delete “and” after “of land reserve,” and substitute with “draw up an annual 
‘10-year rolling mechanism for land supply’ and regularly inject new lands to 
serve as reserve so as to ensure that Hong Kong can”; and to delete “so as to” 
after “sustainable development approach,” and substitute with “and to”. 
 
Question on Hon Albert CHAN’s amendment to Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming’s 
motion proposed and put. 
 
Hon LEE Wing-tat claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council 
to proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 11 were present, nine were in favour of the amendment, one 
against it and one abstained; while among the Members returned by 
geographical constituencies through direct elections, 19 were present, seven 
were in favour of the amendment, two against it and nine abstained (voting 
record in Appendix VI).  Since the question was not agreed by a majority of 
each of the two groups of Members present, he declared that the amendment 
was negatived. 
 
Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming replied. 
 
Question on Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming’s motion put. 
 
Hon Tanya CHAN claimed a division.  The President then ordered the Council 
to proceed to a division under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of Procedure. 
 
After the division bell had stopped ringing, the President noted  the absence of 
a quorum and directed the Clerk to summon Members to the meeting.  A 
quorum was then present. 
 
The President announced that among the Members returned by functional 
constituencies, 12 were present, 11 were in favour of the motion and one 
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies 
through direct elections, 18 were present, five were in favour of the motion, 
eight against it and four abstained (voting record in Appendix VII).  Since the 
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members 
present, he declared that the motion was negatived. 
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   Next meeting 
 
The President declared that the next meeting of the Council would be held on 
21 March 2012 at 11:00 am. 
 
The Council was adjourned at 9:55 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (Jasper TSANG Yok-sing) 

President 
Legislative Council 

 
 
Council Chamber 
Hong Kong 
 
 
25 September 2012 
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