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________________________________________________________________ 
 

Action 

Item No. 1 - FCR(2011-12)46 
 
INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE RINGING OF THE DIVISION 
BELL AT MEETINGS OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, 
ESTABLISHMENT SUBCOMMITTEE AND PUBLIC WORKS 
SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
 The Chairman advised that members were invited to consider the 
proposed interim arrangements regarding the duration of the ringing of the 
division bell at meetings of the Finance Committee (FC) and its two 
subcommittees, namely, the Establishment Subcommittee (ESC) and the Public 
Works Subcommittee (PWSC). 
 
2. At the invitation of the Chairman, the Clerk to FC briefed members 
on the proposed interim arrangements as set out in paragraphs 8 and 9 of the 
discussion paper.  She explained that the relevant provisions in the FC 
Procedure, ESC Procedure and PWSC Procedure currently stipulated that where 
a division was ordered at a meeting of FC, ESC or PWSC, the division bell 
would be rung for two minutes.  With the relocation of the Legislative Council 
to the new Legislative Council Complex (the Complex) which was four times 
the size of the old Legislative Council Building, it was necessary to extend the 
duration of the ringing of the division bell to five minutes, so that members who 
were not in the meeting venue but were within the Complex would have 
sufficient time to return to the meeting venue to vote.  In the event that the 
division bell did not function or might not be rung, the Chairman of FC, ESC or 
PWSC would order the clerk to arrange for members of the respective 
committee or subcommittee within the precincts of the Complex to be notified 
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of the division, and the division would be held 10 minutes after the order had 
been made.  She added that the same arrangements were adopted for meetings 
of the Legislative Council, the House Committee and the other committees and 
subcommittees.   
 
3. The Clerk further advised that, to implement the interim 
arrangements, relevant provisions in the FC Procedure, ESC Procedure and 
PWSC Procedure in respect of the ringing of division bells would have to be 
suspended with immediate effect, until FC decided to remove the suspension of 
the relevant provisions or to amend the relevant provisions in the Procedure of 
FC, ESC and PWSC.  Meanwhile, the Committee on Rules of Procedure 
would examine whether and how the relevant rules in the Legislative Council 
Rules of Procedure should be amended to incorporate the above arrangements. 
 
4. The Chairman put the item to vote.  The Committee approved the 
proposed interim arrangements. 
 
5. The meeting was adjourned at 2:49 pm. 
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