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Availability of land for the development of small houses

(1)

Hon LEE Wing-tat (Ora Reply)

The Secretary for Development has indicated earlier
that the demand for the construction of New Territories
small houses cannot be quantified so far and may be
infinite, and if the village zones are to be substantially
extended for the construction of small houses, it will
have an impact on the formation of land to cater for the
demand for housing and development of industries.
At present, the construction of small houses is in
general restricted to within the “environs of a
recognized village’ (“village environs’).
Construction of small houses outside “village
environs’ may also be considered provided that the
sites concerned are located within a “village type
development” zone which surrounds or overlaps with
“village environs’; and planning permission from the
Town Planning Board (“TPB”) must first be obtained
if the sites concerned lie outside the “village type
development” zone. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@ of the respective area of land available for the
construction of small houses inside and outside
the environs of the current 642 recognized
villages, and the approximate number of small
houses that can be built, broken down by
District Lands Office district; the area of land
that is zoned as “village type development”
land use, and the approximate number of small
houses that can be built; the number of
applications being processed; the demand for
small houses (including the number of small
houses and the area of land required) in the



(b)

(©)

next 10 years based on the information
provided by the various village representatives;

of the number of planning permission
applications submitted to TPB for the building
of small houses in each of the past five years,
and the number of cases approved as well as
the number of small houses and area of land
involved; among the cases approved, the
respective area of the sites concerned which are
located inside and outside the *“village
environs’, together with a breakdown by land
use; the number of cases which had been
approved based on the criterion that the supply
of land within “village type development”
zones is insufficient to meet the demand for
small houses in the next 10 years; the vetting
criteria adopted by TPB; whether the
authorities have studied how to improve the
approach of checking and verifying the
statistics on the demand for small houses; if
they have, of the progress; and

whether the authorities will review the small
house policy and the relevant vetting criteria as
soon as possible so as to tackle the aforesaid
problem that land is scarce but small house
concessionary rights may be infinite; whether
they have assessed the impact of allowing small
houses to increase in height (e.g. building six or
nine floors) on the rura planning and
development in the New Territories?
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Outreach primary dental care servicesfor the elderly
in residential care homes and day care centres

Hon WONG Y uk-man (Oral Reply)

The Government launched a three-year pilot project on
outreach primary dental care services for the elderly
(“Pilot Project”) in April last year to provide various
kinds of free dental care and oral health care services
to elderly people in residential care homes or day care
centres, and it was expected that 17 non-governmental
organizations would participate in the Pilot Project.
Regarding dental care services for the elderly, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

given that at present, the Pilot Project only
covers dental check-up, scaling and polishing,
pain relief and emergency dental treatments,
whether the Government will expand the scope
of services to include denture-fixing and
tooth-filling services, etc.;

given that the Department of Health currently
provides pan relief and teeth extraction
services to the public through its 11
government dental clinics in the territory, but
no such government dental clinic is provided in
districts with an ageing population or in
densely populated districts, such as Sham Shui
Po and Yau Tsim Mong District, etc., hence,
quite a number of members of the public need
to seek treatment from dental clinics in other
districts, and some of them even have to queue
up at the clinics in the early hours for
consultation chips, whether the Government
has any plan at present to set up additional
clinicsin various districts, so as to alleviate the
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pressure brought by an ageing population on
the provision of dental care services; and

given that it is set out in the Civil Service
Regulations that civil servants and pensioners
are provided with medical and dental benefits
in respect of themselves and their eligible
dependants, and there are a number of
government dental clinics and orthodontic
clinics dedicated to providing services to civil
servants in various districts on Hong Kong
Isand and in Kowloon, whether the
Government will consider opening up the
dental care services in these clinics for use by
the elderly?
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Regulation of residential flats for lease on a short-term basis

(3) Hon Jeffrey LAM Kin-fung (Ora Reply)

Recently, | have received complaints from members of
the public that some estate agents have posted
advertisements offering residential flats for lease on a
dailly or short-term basis, and they suspect that some
people lease out residential flats to mainland tourists or
pregnant women. Under the Hotel and Guesthouse
Accommodation Ordinance, for any premises whose
occupier, proprietor or tenant holds out that, to the
extent of his available accommodation, he will provide
deeping accommodation at a fee for any person
presenting himself with a tenancy term of less than 28
continuous days, a hotel/guesthouse licence must be
obtained. Yet, according to the records of the Office
of the Licensing Authority under the Home Affairs
Department, the premises listed on the aforesaid
advertisements have not been registered as licensed
guesthouses. It has been reported that some web sites
use home-stay lodgings as guise to lease out residential
flats in Mong Kok, Yau Ma Tei, Tsim Sha Tsui, North
Point and Sha Tin, etc. on a short-term basis. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

€)) of the number of complaints involving the
operation of unlicensed guesthouses received by
the authorities last year, and the respective
numbers of cases in which prosecutions were
instituted and the persons involved were
convicted,

(b) whether the authorities have proactively
inspected the residential flats offered for lease
on a short-term basis on the aforesaid web sites,
with a view to combating the operation of
unlicensed guesthouses; if they have, of the
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outcome of such inspections; if not, the reasons
for that; and

in respect of the aforesaid estate agents who
posted advertisements to offer residential flats
for lease on a daily or short-term basis, whether
it knows if the Estate Agents Authority has
proactively investigated if the relevant practices
contravene the code of ethics in respect of their
practice; if it has, of the outcome of such
investigations; if not, the reasons for that?
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Reducing the risk of student suicide

(4) Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong  (Oral Reply)

The spate of student suicides which occurred one after
another recently, with the youngest student involved
being only 10 years old, has aroused concerns in various
sectors of the community. According to the statistics
compiled by the Hong Kong Jockey Club Centre for
Suicide Research and Prevention of the University of
Hong Kong (“*CSRP"), two to five children aged below
15 took their own lives in each of the years between
2005 and 2009 in Hong Kong. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council :

(@ of the number of suicide cases in the past five
years which involved persons aged below 18, as
well as the age profile of such persons and the
possible causes of suicide involved;

(b) whether it has focused on the trend of people
committing suicide a a young age and
conducted follow-up investigations into the
suicide cases involving persons aged below 18,
analyzed the reasons why they committed
suicide and taken preventive measures; if it has,
how the Government assesses the recent cases of
student suicide; if not, of the reasons for that;
and

(c) given that CSRFP's statistical analysis indicated
that excessive examination pressure was a maor
risk factor for student suicide, whether the
Government has reviewed the existing education
and examination system and strived to reduce
the study pressure on students; if it has, how the
Government explains why recently, there were
several cases of students suspected to have



committed suicides due to study pressure; if not,
of the reasons for that; given that CSRP also
conducted a research on the “Suicidality among
Secondary School Students in Hong Kong”,
whether the Government will commission CSRP
to conduct similar survey on primary school
students with regard to the several suicide cases
involving primary school students which
occurred recently, so as to explore ways to lower
the suicide rate for children effectively?



# (5)

8 B i AT H ik S I

R EE (CEEE )

I

=g

BURF & 2275 TH T 5L 20114 E - 5 A 58 B AN Hl
05 R B A 5 R RO R R R ) RS Y 3
L IfE - 20115 B8 - EREBHEHFIRE5%E
3G R HGENEFEL T TELZTHREE
FETHRGHEZE  BHEES5HREE DI
2ol BUF RS EMAT

(—) ERLEAGAHELGER  B2ERARBNE
T ] ﬁﬁ@xﬂﬁé?ﬁWV
—H - ATHREEGRTEGEREZON
Ei ES > BEERER M  BRE
gﬁﬁ%%%’ﬁmﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬁ
M5 i85 - 2 N R BUR HY — B BUR 2 2
HE AN Ml R S R A 2R R BB SR L F
wF &%&%%%ﬂ& Ry i R 2 it
mER FERENE ﬁ%@ I 3 5B R
gt %R 5 HT R IR AE IR E - 2 A IR BT 2K
BHHE - w70 A 7R &

(Z) ENRSHUEERMBEEFNLAD K
wti TW{@EWV%"&WW%%
AAMERS & T DUt REOAR Bl i f
o Bk S 0F H B R - BUR AL E 7 H R
E o AIRERFEEG Bl g WK EE R

3&5 9



(5)

Free television programme service licences

Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung (Oral Reply)

The Government indicated that vetting of the domestic
free television service licence applications was expected
to be finalized within the first half of 2011. While the
year 2011 is aready over and the Broadcasting
Authority had already finished vetting the three licence
applications and submitted its recommendations to the
Chief Executive in Council for consideration, yet no
further news has been released so far. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

whether the reason for the authorities to
postpone announcement of the vetting result is
that they are still dealing with the appedl
regarding the issuance of new licences lodged
with the Chief Executive in Council by Asia
Television Limited; if not, of the actual reasons
for that; given that the authorities have indicated
to this Council that it has opened up the
domestic free television programme service
market as it is the Government’'s established
policy to promote the sustainable development
of the loca broadcasting industry, and
encourage competition, investment and adoption
of innovative technologies by the industry,
thereby leading to the provision of more choices
of quality programmes to the public, whether the
reason why no decision has been made after a
long time is that the Government has changed its
original thinking and is inclined to maintain the
status quo; and

given that the three companies which submitted
applications for the new licences have
undertaken that they will invest a considerable



amount of funds and recruit employees after
obtaining the service licences, so as to make
contributions in boosting the local economy and
promoting employment, whether the
Government has assessed what impact its
postponement of making the decision will bring
to the community?
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Self-financing top-up degree programmes

Hon MrsReginalP LAU Suk-yee (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that the City University of Hong
Kong (“CityU”) will substantially reduce the number
of sef-financing articulation places for sub-degree
holders from 692 in this academic year to 90 in the
next academic year. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@

(b)

(©)

whether it knows the detalls of CityU’s
substantial  reduction in  self-financing
articulation places, whether it has assessed the
impact on the students of sub-degree
programmes articulating to degree
programmes, whether the existing policy
allows tertiary institutions to decide completely
on their own the reduction in self-financing
articulation places without consulting the
education authorities in advance;

given that CityU has not officially announced
the aforesaid decision, and the prospectus on
some of its sub-degree programmes still states
that articulation to those degree programmes
which will reduce the number of places is
possible, whether the authorities regulate the
dissemination of information relating to
university programmes; how they deal with
dissemination of misleading information by the
universities;, and how they protect the affected
students; and

given that CityU will set up a school of
veterinary medicine (“vet school”) and run
veterinary  degree  programmes on a



self-financing basis, and while CityU claims
that other programmes will not be affected,
some students have pointed out that some
floors of Academic 2 and To Yuen Building
will be converted into facilities for the vet
school, which in effect will reduce the space for
other faculties, whether the authorities will
request CityU to clarify if the establishment of
the vet school and reduction in self-financing
articulation places are related; given that the
resources required for the provison of the
existing self-financing articulation places are
far less than those for the places of the vet
school, thereby enabling more young people to
have the opportunity to receive tertiary
education, whether the authorities will request
CityU to review afresh its policy on resource
allocation?
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Proposed Health and Medical Research Fund

Hon Paul CHAN Mo-po (Written Reply)

The Food and Health Bureau (“FHB™) has proposed to
merge the Health and Health Services Research Fund
(“HHSRF") and the Research Fund for the Control of
Infectious Diseases (“RFCID"”), which are currently
managed by FHB, into a new Health and Medica
Research Fund (“HMRF’). Yet, the structure of
HMRF's secretariat cannot be streamlined after the
merger, as the authorities have explained that the
funding scope of HMRF will be expanded, and at the
meeting of the Finance Committee held in December
last year, the authorities also indicated that 10
additional secretariat staff would be required, as many
procedures would be involved in vetting and approving
research projects, and quarterly interim reports were to
be submitted and overall assessments had to be made
upon the completion of projects. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council:

(@ of the differences between the specific
procedures for vetting and approving research
projects under HHSRF and RFCID, and those
under HMRF which will be set up shortly;
whether it has assessed if there is any
inadequacy or loophole in the vetting and
approving procedures under HHSRF and
RFCID; whether the vetting and approving
procedures under HMRF are formulated after
making reference to the experiences of other
similar funds; if so, of the details; if not, how
the vetting and approving procedures are drawn

up;
(b) whether submission of quarterly reports and
overal assessments upon the completion of
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(d)

(€)

(f)

projects are required under HHSRF and
RFCID; if so, how such requirements differ
from those under HMRF, and how the
authorities assessed the manpower
requirements involved;

given that the administrative expenses on the
operation of HMRF will mainly be borne by
FHB, of the amount to be involved each year;
whether there are similar  funds the
administrative expenses of which are mainly
borne by FHB; if there are, of the names of
such funds and the respective amounts involved
each year;

given that the authorities have estimated that
other administrative expenses directly incurred
in operating HMRF, which represent about
1.4% of the fund' s total value, will be borne by
HMREF itself, of the specific distribution of the
expenses involved; how such distribution of
expenses compares with the relevant situation
under HHSRF and RFCID;

of the annual additional expenses involved in
the provision of additional secretariat staff for
HMRF; the respective amounts of such
expenses to be borne by FHB and HMRF; and

whether it has assessed the economic benefits
to be brought by HMRF in promoting the
medical industry in Hong Kong; if it has, of the
specific details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Redevelopment of the ferry pier at Pak Kok Tsuen

Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

The pier at Pak Kok Tsuen on Lamma Island (“the
pier’) was built in the 1950s by the villagers with
funds collected among themselves, and was
redeveloped in the 1970s with the funds sought by the
villagers. In the 1990s, the pier, which used to be a
jetty used by the villagers for travelling to and from the
iIsland as well as transportation of goods, was already
transformed into a ferry pier for the “Yung Shue Wan
— Pak Kok Tsuen— Aberdeen” route, and the current
number of passengers using the pier has reached a few
hundreds per day or over a thousand during holidays.
In the past 10-odd years, quite a number of the local
people from Lamma Island had relayed to me and
government departments their request to redevelop the
pier into one which is up to standard, safe and is
equipped with adequate facilities. | had written to the
Development Bureau in 2008 requesting it to follow up
on the redevelopment of the pier, and the then District
Officer (Islands) replied that he would study and
examine the feasibility of redeveloping the pier with
the Transport Department and other relevant
government departments, but the authorities have not
given any reply so far. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council whether the
authorities have any plan to redevelop the pier; if they
have, of the details (including when the plan
commences, the costs to be incurred for the works, as
well as the time required for the whole works project
counting from its commencement to commissioning of
the pier, etc.); if not, the reasons for that; whether the
authorities have any measure to improve the safety
facilities at the pier, so that they will meet the safety




standard for passengers boarding and alighting the
ferries?



# (9)

HHE NS REENLVRTHREBNES

2 Bk R B (FH%EHE)

ARNETIREIHREAFR FRITHRERRER
FHEMEASRRE  PRRERENHEANE
FHE R R IFEFEIT R - Btk - BUF Al 5 & JIA
.

=

(—)

(=)

(=)

()

ERAGHMERITEKERHNEF M
ANERHERE AFRE - 25 E KL
iR HE - RRAEA R R A

ERREBREFEL > FFRRARITHE R
& A n AT A A B AL A A

EEGHEMS AFRE

BEREREBER N RITHEE N
EEEZH#MEASRE  DAFRE
EHEENNHEEASRE - MES5 K
EERERTEg B EEHEIEY
E 48 7 B RERR - BURF A0 {r] 5t oo 25 DA Y ==
thasdt s K

ERAERFNVTRE#E ASRED
BH B M B B s o M I ) R S A Y L B
JRHE Ry o BRI BT B 0G E A AL S (T B

B 7



Regulation of banking institutes engaging in the sale of

(9)

endowment insurance products

Hon LEUNG Kwok-hung (Written Reply)

Recently, | have received complaints from members of
the public that the sale of endowment insurance by
some banking staff to elderly clients has involved
practices of unauthorized transfer of personal data and
frauds, etc. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

whether the authorities have assessed if the
misuse of the clients' personal data by banking
staff in the sale of endowment insurance
constitutes a breach of the privacy legislation;
if they have, of the findings of the assessment;

given that under the existing legidlation, clients
are required to fill out investment profile
questionnaires prior to the purchase of
investment products from banks, whether this
requirement covers endowment insurance;

given that the family members of an elderly
person complained that although the banking
staff clearly knew that the elderly person
concerned had already taken out a number of
endowment insurance policies, the banking
staff still persuaded the elderly person to take
out a new endowment insurance policy, and
both the Securities and Futures Commission
and the Office of the Commissioner of
Insurance refused to handle the complaint, how
the Government prevents occurrence of similar
incidents; and

given that some complainants have pointed out
that while the commissions on the sale of



endowment insurance products are very high,
some of such products also carry high risks, of
the Government’s regulation of this kind of
products at present?
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Industrial accidents in the construction industry

(10) Hon CHAN Kin-por (Written Reply)

A serious industrial accident occurred recently at a
works site of the Government's Water Supplies
Department (“WSD”) where a worker was killed in an
exploson on his first day of work. Industrial
accidents occurred frequently in Hong Kong's
construction industry in recent years and just last
month, a worker was crushed to death by a crane a a
hospital’s construction site, and the body of a worker
was pierced through by two steel reinforcement barsin
another accident, etc. Fatal industrial accidents
involving construction workers in Hong Kong last year
surged by 144% as compared to those in 2010, and the
fatal accident rate per 1 000 construction workers was
as high as 0.4, which was nearly 17 times the rate of
only 0.024 in the United Kingdom in 2010. In
addition, the accident rate per 1000 construction
workers in Hong Kong in 2010 was 52.1, which was
also higher than the rate of 40 in the United States in
the same year by over 30%. Following the
commencement of a number of maor infrastructure
projects (including the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge, etc.) one after another in the coming year, as
well as the implementation of the mandatory
requirements for inspection of old buildings, the
number of renovation and repair and maintenance
works will increase, with regard to enhancing the
safety of construction workers in Hong Kong, will the
Government inform this Council:

€)) of the reasons why the accident/injury rates per
1 000 workers in the construction industry in
Hong Kong are still much higher than those in
foreign countries;



(b)

(d)

given that in the first three quarters last year,
the Labour Department had stepped up its
special enforcement efforts whereby the
number of inspections conducted and the
number of warnings issued increased
respectively by about 10% and 20% when
compared to those in the same period of 2010,
of the reasons why the number of fatal
accidents in the construction industry still
increased substantially, and whether such
reasons include the current enforcement efforts
not being fast enough, broad enough and
sufficiently in-depth;

given that at present there is no regulation of
workers' overtime work and employers and
employees are left to work it out between
themselves, and it has been reported that the
aforesaid accident of a worker being seriously
injured by steel reinforcement bars pierceing
through his body was suspected to be related to
the worker having to working overtime for a
long period and he did not have enough rest,
whether the authorities will consider amending
the labour law to regulate the overtime working
hours for workers engaged in high-risk
industries, so as to ensure that workers can
have enough rest; and of the respective
numbers of industrial accidents resulting in
injuries and deaths in the construction industry
last year which occurred when the workers
were working overtime;

given that the construction industry has
engaged many foreign workers in recent years,
and a worker who died after being hit on the
head by afalling stone at an MTR construction



(€)

(f)

site last year was a Nepalese, while a bar
bender who dlipped and fell to his death at a
construction site in Ma On Shan was a
Vietnamese, whether the authorities have
reviewed if the occupational safety support
provided to foreign workers in the construction
industry at present is adequate;

given that among the types of industrial
accidents in the construction industry, the
numbers of those caused by “dlip, trip or fall on
same level” and “stepping on object” are
increasing of substantially, whether the
authorities  will put forward effective
Improvement measures as soon as possible; and

given that under the existing Construction Sites
(Safety) Regulations (Cap. 59I1), workers are
not required to conduct tests for underground
gases before carrying out general excavation
works, whether, after the aforesaid serious
industrial accident at a works site of WSD
resulting in a worker killed and three others
injured, the authorities have reviewed if thereis
any inadequacy in the Regulations?
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The Tenants Purchase Scheme

(11) Hon WONG Kwok-kin (Written Reply)

The authorities implemented the Tenants Purchase
Scheme (“TPS’) to assist public renta housing
(“PRH”) tenants in purchasing their own homes from
1998 to 2002. Quite a number of PRH tenants have
relayed to me that they wish the authorities would
re-launch TPS, and they also pointed out that it was
rumoured at that time that their residing PRH estates
had been included in TPS by the authorities, but this
was dropped due to a change in the Government’'s
housing policies in November 2002. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council

(@ of the total number of residents in each of the
39 public housing estates with flats sold under
TPS at present, and the respective numbers and
percentages of persons residing in rental flats
and ownership flats;

(b) of the number of ownership flats in each TPS
estate which had been resold in the past five
years, the percentage of such number in the
total number of ownership flats in that estate;
whether any of these flats had been resold more
than once; if so, of the number of such flats and
the times they had been resold;

(c) in November 2002, when the then Secretary for
Housing, Planning and Lands announced the
“Statement on Housing Policies’ of the
Government, apart from Phase 6 TPS which
was launched in 2003, of the number of PRH
estates which had been included in TPS but yet
to be officialy announced or of which the
studies on the sale of these estates had



(d)

commenced, together with a list of the names
and types of such estates and the years in which
they were originally scheduled for sale; and

given that quite a number of residents claimed
that they were willing to accept flat allocation
at or transfer to new PRH estates of higher
rental at that time mainly because it was
rumoured and some staff of the Housing
Department even hinted that the authorities
would sell the flats of the estates concerned, but
their hope of home ownership was dashed due
to the subsequent change in government
policies, whether the authorities will consider
selling the PRH flats which had been included
in TPS at that time but yet to be announced or
the PRH flats on which preparatory studies on
the sade of them had commenced, so that
residents who have moved into such flats with
the hope of home ownership through TPS can
purchase the flats they live in; if not, of the
reasons for that?
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Installation of CCTV camerasin MTR train compartments

(12) Hon WONG Sing-chi (Written Reply)

It has been reported that the first mainland-assembled
train of the MTR Corporation Limited (“MTRCL”)
came into service a the end of 2011, which is
equipped with a closed circuit televison (“*CCTV")
monitoring system with four cameras on each train car
and a total of 32 cameras in the whole tran.
According to the Office of the Privacy Commissioner
for Personal Data (“PCPD”), it has not received any
written enquiry about the use of CCTVsfrom MTRCL.
In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council if it knows:

(@ whether MTRCL has informed PCPD of and
made enquiry about the CCTV monitoring
system in its first mainland-assembled train or
other trains in service in the past or at present;
if it has, of the details; if not, the reasons for
that; whether at present there is any procedure
or guideline regulating the installation and use
of CCTVs on public transport vehicles (e.g.
whether the relevant government departments
or PCPD must be notified);

(b) from 2007 onwards, the number of trains in
service on each MTR rail line in each year and
among them, the number and percentage of
trains with CCTV monitoring system installed
(list by year and rail line); whether MTRCL has
any plan to install CCTV monitoring system on
train cars which are not yet equipped with such
system; if it has, the details; if not, the reasons
for that;



(©

(d)

(€)

the selection mechanism adopted and the
conditions taken into account by MTRCL in
acquiring trains, if CCTV is a necessary
condition;

given that MTRCL has indicated that the
CCTV monitoring system is mainly used for
coping with emergency incidents, and the
recorded images will be erased weekly
according to the usual practice, while access to
these images is restricted to certain categories
of staff, yet according to PCPD, organizations
which plan to use CCTVs should first consider
other less privacy-intrusive alternatives, post
clear notices near CCTV cameras to inform the
public of the CCTV monitoring and the reasons
for such monitoring, as well as erase the
recorded images according to a schedule and
ensure safe custody of the records, how
MTRCL defines the use for coping with
emergency incidents; what mechanism has
been put in place by the Government and
MTRCL to ensure that the CCTV monitoring
systems will not be used beyond the original
scope and extent, and to prevent any misuse or
abuse of the CCTV monitoring systems,
whether MTRCL has considered aternative
means, and whether it has posted notices;

as it has been reported that according to the
results of an online survey conducted earlier by
a concern group for sex crimes occurred on
public transport vehicles to collect public views
on MTRCL’s measures against sexual violence,
most respondents consider that MTRCL should
step up monitoring measures such as installing
CCTVs in tran compartments, whether



(f)

MTRCL will use the CCTV monitoring system
to curb sex crimes; and

whether CCTVsareinstalled in the train cars or
compartments of various kinds of public
transport vehicles in Hong Kong; if so, of the
details, together with the respective numbers of
compartments in various categories of public
transport vehicles which are equipped with
CCTVs and the percentages of such numbersin
the total number of train cars or compartments
of the respective categories, whether the
operators of these public transport vehicles
have enquired PCPD in respect of the
installation of CCTVs;, if they have, of the
details, if not, the reasons for that; whether
public transport operators which have not
installed CCTVs on their vehicles have any
plan to install such devices?
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Fine particulate air pollution

(13) Hon Audrey EU Y uet-mee (Written Reply)

The World Health Organization and many academic
studies have pointed out that fine suspended
particulates (i.e. particulates of a size smaller than an
aerodynamic diameter of 2.5 microns) (“PM2.5") have
greater impact on the health of a person than respirable
suspended particulates (i.e. particulates of a size
smaller than an aerodynamic diameter of 10 microns).
The existing Air Quality Objectives (“AQQOs’) in Hong
Kong has not included PM2.5 as a pollutant that
requires to be measured, and an indicator of the
concentration of PM25 in the air has not been
formulated. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@ whether the Government has measured the
concentration of PM2.5; if it has, of the details;
whether this has been released to the public; if
this has not been released, of the reasons for
that; if it has not measured the concentration, of
the reasons for that;

(b) whether the Government has any plan to
formulate an indicator of the concentration of
PM2.5; if it has, of the detals;, if not, the
reasons for that; and

(c) when the Government will update the AQOs
which have been in use for nearly 25 years?
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Current situation on the elimination of sex discrimination in

(14)

Hong Kong

Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing (Written Reply)

The Equal Opportunities Commission (“EOC”) is
responsible for implementing the Sex Discrimination
Ordinance (Cap. 480) (“SDO”) to eliminate
discrimination on the grounds of sex, marital status and
pregnancy. In this connection, will the Executive
Authorities inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

whether they know the respective numbers of
complaints involving discrimination of various
types under SDO received by EOC in the past
three years and the annual changes in such
numbers;

whether they know if EOC has initiated any
education, publicity, and enforcement action
with specific focuses on different types of
complaints, with a view to reducing sex
discrimination; and the effectiveness of such
actions;

whether they know if EOC and the Education
Bureau (“EDB”) will conduct surveys on
whether secondary schools, primary schooals,
kindergartens and specia schools have drawn
up and implemented policies for the
elimination of sex discrimination (including
sexual harassment), in order to find out the
number and names of schools which have such
policies in place, as well as the situation of
their implementation of such policies; if thereis
any school which does not have such policies
in place, how EDB will follow up; in case of
incidents of sex discrimination or sexual



(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

harassment ~ occurring  at educational
ingtitutions, of the role and responsibilities of
EDB,;

whether they know if EOC and EDB will
conduct surveys on the application and
utilization rates of the Brief Outline on the
Policy on Preventing Sexual Harassment issued
by EDB at various educational institutions,

given that Hong Kong has not yet formulated a
code of practice on education under SDO,
whether they know if EOC and EDB will
follow up on atimetable for formulating such a
code;

whether EDB will consider listing gender
equality and prevention of sexual harassment as
compulsory subjects under teacher and
principal training programmes; and

whether they have conducted any survey and
review on public awareness of sex
discrimination; if they have, of the details?
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Protecting the rights of consumers who make online purchases

(15) Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming (Written Reply)

Online purchases have become increasingly popular
and quite a number of shopping web sites are set up
outside Hong Kong. Regarding the protection
afforded to consumers who make online purchases,
will the Government inform this Council :

(@)

(b)

(©)

of the number of complaints involving online
purchases received by the Government in the
past two years; and among them, the number of
those involving offshore shopping web sites;

of the measures currently in place to monitor
the sale of products which do not meet the
standards stipulated in the laws of Hong Kong
to members of the public in Hong Kong
through shopping web sites; and

in the long run, whether it will consider
enacting legidlation dedicated to monitoring
online trades so as to protect consumers?
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Reducing the use of non-woven shopping bags

Hon Tanya CHAN (Written Reply)

After the completion of the consultation exercise on
the Extension of the Environmental Levy Scheme on
Plastic Shopping Bags (“the Scheme’) by the
Government last year, the Environmental Protection
Department pointed out in its paper submitted to this
Council that close to 70% of the respondents supported
the extension of the Scheme. It has been reported that
since the implementation of the Scheme on 7 July 2009,
quite a number of members of the public in Hong
Kong have switched to using non-woven shopping
bags which are commonly known as “eco-friendly
bags’. Some industry groups have pointed out that
the production volume of non-woven bags has surged
by 96%, and that more plastic materials are needed to
make a non-woven bag in comparison with a plastic
T-shirt bag, and the excessive distribution of
non-woven bags by shop operators has resulted in
wastage. In addition, the chemicals and dyes used for
producing non-woven bags will aso affect the
environment. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@ whether the Government has compiled statistics
on the number of non-woven bags which were
ordered and distributed by various government
departments in the past four years while
organizing activities, conducting public
education programmes and publicizing
government policies, as well as the amounts of
money involved, and list the statistics in the
following table;



Y ear Government Quantity of Quantity of Amount of
department | non-woven bags | non-woven bags money
ordered distributed involved
2008
2009
2010
2011
Total
(b) whether, at present, the authorities have drawn

(©)

(d)

up guidelines to prevent government
departments from excessively distributing
non-woven bags, if they have, of the details; if
not, whether the authorities will consider
drawing up the relevant guidelines;

given that in the past four years, some public
organizations and councils had distributed
non-woven bags in various activities, of the
total number of applications submitted by
District Council (“DC”) members for funds to
print non-woven bags which were approved by
the Government and DCs in the past four years,
as well as the amounts of money involved,;
whether the Government will request the
relevant organizations and councils to reduce
the distribution of non-woven bags; if it will
not, of the reasons for that; and

in the course of extending the Scheme, whether
the Government will, apart from extending the
scope of the Scheme to all retailers, consider
introducing  additional measures  (e.g.
cooperating with environmental groups in
publicizing the use of linen shopping bags to
replace non-woven bags), or adopting other
administrative measures, in order to prevent
shop operators from excessively distributing




non-woven bags; if it will, of the detalls; if it
will not, the reasons for that?
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Permitting euthanasiain Hong Kong

(17) Hon Albert CHAN Wai-yip (Written Reply)

In the past few years, quite a number of members of
the public have relayed to me their wish that the
Government would permit euthanasia (which,
according to the Code of Professional Conduct for the
Guidance of Registered Medical Practitioners of the
Medical Council of Hong Kong, is defined as “direct
intentional killing of a person as part of the medical
care being offered”) be performed on terminaly ill
patients. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@ whether it knows the numbers of requests for
euthanasia from members of the public
received by the Hospital Authority in each of
the past three years,

(b) whether the authorities had conducted any
study in the past three years on the legalization
of euthanasia and the specific criteria for
performing euthanasia; if they had, of the
outcome of the study; if not, the reasons for
that; and

(c) given that it is understood that certain states of
the United States and some European countries
now permit a terminally ill patient in clear
consciousness to request his doctor to perform
euthanasia on him and, upon confirmation by
several doctors after assessments, the doctor
will prescribe letha drugs for consumption by
the patient on his own initiative, whether the
Government will draw reference from the
policies adopted in these countries and conduct
public consultation on whether euthanasia



should be permitted in Hong Kong as well as
carry out a further study; if it will, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Formation of owners’ corporationsin large private
housing estates

(18) Dr Hon PriscillaLEUNG Mei-fun  (Written Reply)

In accordance with section 8(1A) of the existing
Building Management Ordinance (Cap. 344) (“the
Ordinance’), “[t]he Land Registrar shall not issue a
certificate of registration to more than one corporation
for a building in respect of which a deed of mutual
covenant is in force”. At present, certain mega
private housing estates in Hong Kong (e.g. Whampoa
Garden, Mei Foo Sun Chuen and Laguna City, etc.)
with a large number of building blocks and residents,
are each covered under only one deed of mutual
covenant (“DMC”) for the entire estate, thus under the
Ordinance, only one owners corporation (“OC”) can
be formed in respect of the respective mega private
housing estates each with nearly 10 000 residents. In
this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

€)) of the number and names of those large private
housing estates in Hong Kong which comprise
more than 30 blocks and still do not have an
OC at present;

(b) whether it knows if the owners of the large
private housing estates in (a) which do not have
an OC have made any attempt to form an OC;
if they have, of the difficulties encountered by
them in the course of forming an OC that had
rendered their efforts in vain; given that at
present, section 4(10) of the Ordinance requires
that a quorum of at least 10% of the owners be
present at any meeting resolving to form an
OC, whether this was one of the difficulties that
they encountered when they were preparing for



(©)

(d)

the formation of an OC; and even for those
housing estates where an OC can be formed,
whether the OCs concerned have encountered
difficulties in maintaining their daily operation
and convening meetings,

what assistance the authorities will offer to the
owners of the large private housing estates in
order to facilitate their formation of OCs, and
whether such assistance includes the provision
of legal advice or support; whether the
authorities have ever given any assistance to
those owners of large private housing estates
who encountered difficultiesin forming OCs; if
they have, of the details; and

whether the authorities have considered
amending the provision under the Ordinance
which requires that only one OC may be
formed in respect of each DMC, so as to allow
those mega private housing estates with only
one DMC to split and form many different OCs
according to the number of building blocks or
development phases?
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Redevel opment and expansion of public hospitals

(19) Hon CHAN Hak-kan (Written Reply)

It has been reported that the Hospital Authority (“HA”)
does not have any specific plan to redevel op the Queen
Mary Hospital (“QMH”) and Kwong Wah Hospital
(“KWH"), yet as both of them are maor acute
hospitals in their respective hospital clusters and have
been completed and commissioned for years, their
designs have long been unable to cater for the
operation needs of the present day, thus affecting the
work efficiency of hedthcare staff as well as the
guality of the services provided, and causing
inconvenience to patients.  In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@ whether it knows the various capital works
projects (with the relevant information
including the project title, description, location
and expenditure incurred, etc. set out in detail
in table form) to be taken forward by HA in the
coming three financia years,

(b) whether it knows the respective expenditure on
maintenance and repairs incurred by HA for
each public hospital in the past three years,
with a breakdown (in table form) by name of
hospital;

(© whether it knows if HA has any plan to
improve the respective environment of QMH
and KWH in the near future; if it has, of the
details and the way to reduce the impacts on the
healthcare staff and patients when the works
projects are in progress; if not, the reasons for
that; whether preliminary studies will first be
conducted on the redevelopment or expansion



(d)

(€)

of QMH and KWH at the current stage so that
the time required for the works projects can be
reduced in future;

whether it knows the factors to be considered
by HA in assessing the redevelopment or
expansion of hospitals, and how priorities are
set; and

given the Government's relatively strong
financial position at present, whether the
Government will take the lead to earmark funds
for HA to redevelop or expand its hospitals,
and request HA to make long-term planning to
meet its future service needs?
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Hong Kong's air quality

(20) Hon KAM Nai-wal (Written Reply)

An environmental group has conducted a study on
Hong Kong's air quality and Air Quality Objectives
(“AQOs"), pointing out that according to the ranking
of cities released by the World Health Organization
(“WHQO") in respect of the value of fine suspended
particulates (i.e. particulates of a size smaller than an
aerodynamic diameter of 2.5 microns) (“PM2.5”) in
the air, Hong Kong is ranked the 559th (i.e. the bottom
eighth) among 566 cities. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

€)) whether the existing three roadside monitoring
stations and 11 general monitoring stations in
Hong Kong had collected data on PM2.5 in
each of the past 10 years; if they had, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that, and whether
such data will be collected continuously in the
future;

(b) whether it knows, according to the statistical
data of WHO and other internationa
institutions or organizations, how the values of
various types of air pollutants (e.g. PM2.5,
respirable suspended particulates, sulphur
dioxide and nitrogen dioxide, etc.) in Hong
Kong compare with the relevant values in
various cities in the world (e.g. of its ranking
among various cities); if it knows, of the
details;

(c) given that the current AQOs of Hong Kong do
not cover PM2.5, whether the Government will
include the value of PM2.5 in the AQOs, and
proactively release the relevant data to the



(d)

public; if it will, of the details and the specific
timetable; if not, the reasons for that; and

given that on 19 May and 8 June last year, the
Chief Executive and the Secretary for the
Environment respectively said at the Chief
Executive’'s Question and Answer Session and
the meeting of this Council that announcements
on the new AQOs would be made within 2011
for discussion by the whole community, but so
far the Government has not yet put forward the
new AQOs, of the reasons for that; of the
judtifications for the Chief Executive to
indicate at the Question and Answer Session
that announcements would be made, and the
progress and details of updating the AQOs at
that time; whether there was any subsequent
change regarding the work progress and details
so that it could not make the announcements; if
so, of the present work progress, details and
timetable; whether the Government will require
the relevant politically appointed officials to
assume political responsibility for failing to put
forward the new AQOs within 2011 as the
Chief Executive had mentioned?



