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Member will ask the question in thislanguage
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Audit Commission’s Report on hotel accommodation arrangements
for the Chief Executive' s duty visits outside Hong Kong

(2) Hon James TO Kun-sun (Ordl reply)

Last month, the Audit Commission published the
“Report on hotel accommodation arrangements for the
Chief Executive’'s duty visits outside Hong Kong”
which stated that the incumbent Chief Executive (“CE”)
had made a total of 55 duty visits from 2007 to April
this year and stayed in hotels for 142 nights, among
which 49 nights were paid by the SAR Government and,
of these 49 nights, CE was accommodated in superior
suites for 41 nights. CE has been criticized as being
insatiably avaricious in acting in such a way. At the
same time, the Audit Commission has pointed out that
on many occasions, adequate documented justification
for CE's accommodation in superior suites was not
available. The Audit Commission has also made a
number of recommendations in the Report, e.g. when it
IS necessary to enhance the subsistence alowance to
CE, approval should be sought from the Permanent
Secretary, Chief Executive' s Office (* PermSecy/CEQ”),
in order to provide consistency in the processing of
applications within CEO. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ given that the Audit Commission’s “Report on
hotel accommodation arrangements for the Chief
Executive’'s duty visits outside Hong Kong” is
primarily submitted to CE and uploaded to the
Audit Commission’s web site, but under section
13 of the Audit Ordinance, the Director of Audit
(“the Director”) shall report to the President of
the Legidative Council (“LegCo’) a matter
which constitutes, in the opinion of the Director,
a serious irregularity in the accounting for the
expenditure of public moneys, and yet at present
the Director has not submitted the Report to
LegCo, making it impossible for the Public
Accounts Committee to discuss the matter
concerned, whether the Director has assessed if
his aforesaid practice will render it not possible



(b)

for LegCo to perform its function of monitoring
the Government; and

of the detailed arrangements for implementing
the Audit Commission’s recommendations
(including the one about seeking approval from
PermSecy/CEO for paying an enhanced
subsistence alowance to CE) by the
current-term and the next-term Governments;
whether the CE-elect has accepted these
recommendations, and what his response to such
recommendations is, of the timetable for
implementing the recommendations, of the
recommendations that can be implemented
before the term of the incumbent CE ends on 30
June this year, and the recommendations that can
be implemented before the prorogation of the
current-term LegCo on 18 July this year?



