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Provision of subsidiesto improve
the health of the personsin need

Hon James TO Kun-sun (Ora Reply)

The present situation of poverty in Hong Kong has aroused
public concern. Apart from the problem that poor families
suffer from malnutrition, hundreds of thousands of elderly
persons also suffer from serious dental problems. As revealed
in an ora health survey conducted by the Government in 2001,
among the 65-year-old and above ingtitutionalized older persons
(“1OPs’), 76% had fewer than 20 teeth left, which was the
minimum number of teeth for minimum level of function, and
27% IOPs had no tooth at all (“edentulous’). It was also found
that among the 65 to 74-year old non-institutionalized older
persons (“NOPs’), about 50% of them had fewer than 20 teeth
left and 8% NOPs were edentulous. Most of them cannot
afford to pay for dental treatment, thus affecting their health and
quality of life. Inthis connection, will the executive authorities
inform this Council:

(@ given that a recent survey conducted by a local
organization has found that working-poor households
cannot afford to buy nutritious food, what measures the
authorities have to address this problem, and whether
they will consider providing subsistence allowances to
the working poor; if they will, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that; given that community canteens have all
along been offering assistance to the persons in need,
whether the authorities will increase the amount of
subsidies for providing such services; if they will, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) given that the Community Care Fund (“CCF’)
announced earlier that $170 million would be reserved in
2011-2012 for conducting a study on the feasibility of
three programmes (including the provision of dental
services for the elderly such as denture-fixing, etc.), of
the amount of funding reserved for the study on the
provision of for denture-fixing service; of the maximum
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amount of funding that CCF may allocate to the
provision of denture-fixing service and the estimated
number of elderly persons who will benefit from such
service; whether CCF will examine the criteria for
providing subsidies; when such study is anticipated to be
completed and such service provided, whether the
authorities will consider including denture-fixing service,
etc. in the scope of regular dental care services, and
expanding the coverage of the “Pilot Project on Outreach
Primary Dental Care Services for the Elderly in
Residential Care Homes and Day Care Centres’, with a
view to providing the elderly in need with
comprehensive subsidized dental services (including
denture-fixing and tooth-filling services); and

whether the authorities will  reconsider the
re-establishment of the Commission on Poverty which is
led by high-ranking officials; if they will, of the details;
if not, the reasons for that?
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