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Planning and development of Tin Shui Wal
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Licensed newspaper stalls
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Litigations involving the Government
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Fuel prices
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for foreign domestic helpers
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Regulation of pesticides
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Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him (Written reply)

It has been reported that a solar-powered air
conditioning system, which is pending for approval
from the Government, was retrofitted on 10 vehicles of
different types in road tests over the summer. It is
found, according to the tests, that the taxi using the
system could save 21 percent in fuel, and a minibus 27
percent; the charging for less than 7 hours could
provide more than 2 hours of air conditioning. Now
that the system is dill a an early stage of
commercialisation, it will cost about $40,000 for a taxi
and up to $120,000 for a minibus to retrofit. In this
connection, will the Government inform the Council:

(@ whether it has considered the pilot- practice for
introducing and applying the system to
government vehicles, if yes, of the details
concerning its total estimated cost for
retrofitting the vehicles and the timetable for
implementation, if not, of the factors
considered for not doing so;

(b) whether it has considered subsidising the public
transport companies for retrofitting the system
into the vehicles, if yes, of the criteria
considered in determining different levels of
subsidy with reference to the energy and carbon
emission saved, if not, the reasons for that;

(c) given an increase in the setup and maintenance
cost retrofitting the system, whether it has
considered that the additional costs may be
passed on to passengers of the public vehicles
concerned, if yes, whether any transport cost



(d)

(€)

A S
Y ad 15%
stabilisation measures will be considered by the

Government with regards to the surge in the
operation costs of such vehicles;

given a surge in the number of vehicles
installed with the system and the demand for its
charging services , whether it has considered
increasing the availability of the charging
facilities and sufficient maintenance services
for the vehicles, if yes, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that; and

whether it would consider increasing public
education and publicity over wider use of
solar-powered air conditioning systems, if yes,
of the details?
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Measures to tackle under-occupation in public
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Preparation for possible policy changes to be introduced by the
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new Chief Executive
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Requirement of ordinary residence in Hong Kong of
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an eligible voter
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Reconstruction of the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals
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Dr Hon David LI Kwok-po (Written reply)

It is noted that from time to time investigative reports
appear in the press about individual short term
tenancies (“STTS’) and walvers issued by Lands
Department that grant a private party the temporary
right to use Government land or property, or to change
land use. These reports often highlight an alleged
special privilege or benefit gained by the party that
holds the STT or waiver and, whether such claims are
justified or not, invariably draw unfavourable publicity
to both the holder and the Government and raise the
public’'s concern. In this regard, will the Government
inform this Council:

(@ Of the Government policy in respect of the
release of information to the public on STTs
and waivers not subject to tender in advance of
issue and in advance of renewal;

(b) Whether Lands Department will consider
publishing a database of al pending and
existing STTs and waivers not subject to tender
on its web site in order to improve transparency
and allay the public’s concern;

(c) Whether Lands Department will consider
making it a requirement that the holder of an
STT or waiver not subject to tender register the
document granting the STT or waiver in the
Land Registry; and

(d) Whether, in the case of any STT or waiver
granted at nominal charge or other non-market
rate, Lands Department will consider
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publishing on its web site the full details of
such grant?
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Noises caused by schools
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Accidentsinvolving traffic islands
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Vacant government quarters
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Measures to assist upgrading of Hong Kong enterprises
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on the Mainland
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Traffic lights
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Measures to reduce the risks faced by local banks
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Tourism related facilities in Repulse Bay
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Provision of 15 years of free education
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