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Dr Hon David L1 Kwok-po (Ord reply)

Finance and insurance sector employment in Hong
Kong expanded by 29.2% during the period 2002-2010,
representing 44,418 new jobs. Meanwhile, finance and
insurance sector employment in Singapore expanded
by 87.9% during the period, representing 79,900 jobs.
As Financia Services is one of the Pillar Industries in
Hong Kong and as it is a stated Government policy to
establish Hong Kong as the international financial
centre for China, will the Government inform this
Council:

(@ What parameters Government considers in
evaluating its success in nurturing the Financial
Services industry, and whether employment
within the sector is akey consideration;

(b) Whether the Government monitors Hong
Kong's competitiveness against other regiona
centres and, if so, if it has reached any
conclusions on the positive factors and policies
that contributed to the faster pace of
employment growth in the financial services
industry in Singapore over this period, as well
as the negative factors and policies that
contributed to the slower pace of growth in
Hong Kong; and

(c) Whether there is any evidence of a shift in
employment opportunities in the Financia
Services industry in Hong Kong, with lower
value-added jobs being lost and higher
value-added positions being created and, if so,
whether the present education system is able to
cope with the expected increase in demand for
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talent to fill these higher value-added positions

over the coming decade?



#(2)

General employment policy
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Regulation of waste recycling yards
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Overcharging of travellers by taxi drivers
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Use of agricultural land
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Review of the statutory minimum wage rate
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Provision of land for development of public housing
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Housing assistance for female victims of abuse
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Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him (Written reply)

According to World Economic Forum’'s The Global
Competitive Report 2011-2012 (the Report), Hong
Kong has once again ranked 11 in Global Competitive
Index. The Report recommended that Hong Kong
should continue to improve in higher education and
innovation. Under this connection, will the
Administration inform this Council:

€)) will the Government step up to increase the
participation in education so as to help boosting
local innovative capacity as recommended in
The Report; and

(b) what kinds of measures are currently adopted
by the SAR Government to foster talents,
particularly in the areas of science and
engineering, and will the Administration
consider introducing new measures to increase
the availability of scientists and engineers (of
which Hong Kong ranked 43 rd among 142
countries in The Report)?
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Verification of registered electors personal data
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Use of vacant school premises
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Impact of the construction works of the Hong Kong section of
Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rall
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Handling of complaints about water seepage in buildings
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Measures to assist upgrading of Hong Kong enterprises
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on the Mainland
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Regulation of liquor licensed premises
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Questionnaire surveys conducted under the 2011

Population Census
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Protection for consumers who bought travel packages
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Supply and prices of rice
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Freelegal servicefor transfer of land relating to
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Waiting list for placesin residential care houses for the elderly
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