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Member will ask the question in this language
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Development of transport infrastructure in Tuen Mun

Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming  (Oral reply)

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (“HZMB”)
infrastructure projects in Hong Kong will commence
soon, and the bridge is expected to be commissioned in
2016, but the commissioning of the northern connection
of the Tuen Mun-Chek Lap Kok Link (“TM-CLKL")
(i.e. the section connecting the Hong Kong Boundary
Crossing Facilities to Tuen Mun), which was originally
scheduled for 2016, will be deferred by one year to
2017 because of the impact of the judicia review
regarding the Environmental |mpact Assessment reports
of the HZMB. On the other hand, the Tuen Mun
Western Bypass (“TMWB?”) is still at the preliminary
design stage, and its commissioning will also be delayed.
Regarding the problems caused to the traffic of the
Northwest New Territories because the completion of
the three related projects cannot dovetail with one
another, will the Government inform this Council:

(@ whether the authorities have conducted any
traffic flow survey to assess the impact on the
traffic load in Northwest New Territories due to
the one-year delay in the commissioning of the
northern connection of the TM-CLKL and the
delayed commissioning of the TMWB; if they
have, of the relevant figures; if not, the reasons
for that;

(b) of the detailed progress of the Tuen Mun Road
Improvement Project, and whether it will be
completed in time to help ease the traffic
congestion in  Northwest New Territories
brought about by the delay of the two aforesaid
infrastructure projects; and



(©

of the increase in the design traffic capacity of
Tuen Mun Road after completion of its various
improvement works, and whether it is sufficient
to cope with the traffic flow generated by the
commissioning of the HZMB which is earlier
than that of the two aforesaid infrastructure
proj ects?
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Regulation of housing developmentsin rural areas

Hon Audrey EU Y uet-mee (Ord reply)

It has been reported that some developers reached
agreements with indigenous villagers in Sa Kung,
allegedly violating the restriction clauses on alienation
contained in the land grants under the New Territories
small house policy, and they aso attempted to
circumvent the legal procedures under the Town
Planning Ordinance (“TPO”) to develop large scale
private residential estates on rural land without applying
for changes in land use and paying land premium; it is
estimated that the developers can make huge profits
from the development project. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council:

(@ whether it has launched investigation into the
aforesaid cases of suspected contravention of
TPO and the relevant clauses; if it has, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) whether it had launched investigation into
similar cases in the past three years, if it had, of
the detalls; if not, the reasons for that; and

(© whether it had reviewed the current vetting and
approving procedures for  building New
Territories small houses in the past three years,
SO as to prevent any person from developing
housing estates on rural land in the New
Territories using the aforesaid tactics; if it had,
of the details; if not, the reasons for that?



