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Recommended Outline Development Plan and 
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Purpose 
 
 This paper seeks Members’ views on the recommended development 
proposals for the Lok Ma Chau Loop (the Loop). 
 

Recommended Outline Development Plan (RODP) for the Loop 
 

2. The RODP (Enclosure 1) has been prepared taking into account the 
public views/comments received during the Stage 1 Public Engagement (PE) (see 
paragraph 6 below), various technical assessments and infrastructure requirements.  
As compared with the Preliminary Outline Development Plan (PODP) presented to 
the Panel in December 2010, no major change has been made to the development 
parameters.  To recapitulate, the Loop Development will provide a total of 1.2 
million m2 gross floor area (GFA), capable of accommodating 24,000 students with 
on-site hostel facilities and providing approximately 29,000 employment 
opportunities upon full development.  The total GFA mainly includes 720,000 m2 
for higher education, 411,000 m2 for high-tech research and development (R&D) / 
cultural and creative (C&C) industries and 60,000 m2 for commercial uses.  
However, refinements have been made to the PODP in response to the public views 
received, as set out below: 

 
(a) to provide flexibility for sites zoned for high-tech R&D and C&C 

industries purposes such that they can be used interchangeably to suit 
changing circumstances as and when necessary;  
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(b) to reduce the maximum building heights for high-tech R&D/C&C, 

education and commercial uses from 15 to 12 storeys, from 15 to 10 
storeys and from 12 to 9 storeys respectively, without affecting the 
overall development intensity; 

 
(c) to revise the alignment and design of the Eastern Connection Road 

(ECR) and Western Connection Road (WCR) to minimize possible 
impact on marsh land and fish ponds and the disturbance to existing 
structures and the village environment respectively; 

 
(d) to designate two smaller District Cooling System (DCS) plants, 

instead of a single large plant such that they will be located closer to 
the cooling load centres; and 

 
(e) to rearrange the locations of some of the proposed 

Government/Institution and Community facilities such that the 
overall building height profile would not be compromised while their 
functional requirement can still be met. 

 

 
Essential Infrastructure and Facilities to Serve the Loop Development 
 
3. The essential infrastructure and facilities to serve the Loop 
development include : 

 

Connectivity 
 

Direct Link between the Loop and the MTR LMC Station 
(a) a road-based Direct Link serviced by green public transport to 

provide a highly accessible, flexible and convenient connection from 
the Mass Transit Railway (MTR) Lok Ma Chau (LMC) Station to the 
Loop is essential for the commissioning of the Loop development 
(Phase 1) currently targeted for 2020; 
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WCR 
(b) Lok Ma Chau Road and Ha Wan Tsuen Road are recommended to be 

widened as the WCR to serve the Loop development (Phase 1) when 
it is commissioned in 2020.  Subject to detailed design, the WCR 
will have a direct connection with San Tin/Fanling Highway and 
bypass the busy junction of Lok Ma Chau Road/Castle Peak Road; 

 
ECR 

(c) the ECR is recommended to serve the Loop upon its full development 
currently scheduled for 2030.  Its alignment has been optimized, 
with a section of underpass-cum-depressed road under the Old 
Shenzhen River Meander and fishponds, to minimize possible 
environmental impacts.  A passage for animal crossing will be 
incorporated into the detailed design of the ECR to maintain the 
continuity of terrestrial habitat; 

 
Water Supply and Sewage Treatment Facilities 

 
Water Supply Infrastructure 

(d) Phase 1 construction of the proposed new Kwu Tung North (KTN) 
fresh water service reservoir (FWSR) and associated waterworks are 
recommended to cope with the additional water demand arising from 
the Loop development.  This new FWSR will also serve the KTN 
New Development Area under planning; 
 
Sewage Treatment Works (STW) and Treated Sewage Effluent Reuse 

(e) the Loop is within the Deep Bay Water Control Zone.  To meet the 
stringent requirement of “No net increase in pollution load to the 
Deep Bay” policy, a tertiary on-site STW together with off-site 
treatment of residual load in the treated effluent is proposed.  The 
treated sewage effluent from the STW is intended to be reused for 
non-potable purposes, such as toilet flushing, landscape irrigation and 
make-up water for DCS; 
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Ecological Area (EA) 
 
(f) an EA (about 12.8 ha) along the entire southern/southeastern 

boundary of the Loop will be formed to compensate for the removal 
of the existing reedbed within the Loop, provide flood retention 
capacity, and help enhance the ecological/wetland function of the area; 
and 

 

DCS 
 

(g) subject to further study, two DCS plants closer to the cooling load 
centres are proposed to serve the northeastern and southwestern parts 
of the Loop. 

 
 
Public Engagement Programme 

 
4. The purpose of the Stage 2 PE exercise is to collect public views on 
the recommended development proposals for the Loop as highlighted in the 

attached PE Digest (Enclosure 2).  During the two-month consultation period, we 
will consult various Boards/Committees including the Town Planning Board, 
relevant District Councils and Rural Committees.  The general public, green 
groups and other interested organizations will also have opportunities to provide 
their views through forums and briefing sessions to be arranged.  The views 
received will be taken into account in finalizing the development proposals for the 
Loop. 
 
 

Background 
 
5. In early 2008, the Hong Kong (HK) and Shenzhen (SZ) governments 
agreed to jointly commission a planning and engineering feasibility study for the 
development of the Loop.  Based on the results of the PE exercise conducted in 
mid 2008, the two governments have agreed that higher education could be the 
leading land use in the Loop, to be complemented by hi-tech R&D as well as C&C 
industries.  The Planning and Engineering Study on Development of LMC Loop 
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(the Study) commenced in June 2009.  The study area comprises the Loop and the 
adjoining area in Hong Kong.  As for the adjoining area in Shenzhen, a separate 
planning study commissioned by the Shenzhen authorities has been completed. 

 
6. The PODP and the preliminary development proposals for the Loop 
were promulgated in the Stage 1 PE of the Study held between November 2010 and 
January 2011, and the Panel was consulted on the proposals on 16 December 2010.  
The major public views received during the Stage 1 PE include : 
 

(a) there was general support for developing the Loop for higher 
education as the leading land use to be complemented by high-tech 
R&D as well as C&C industries.  There was also general support for 
the low carbon concept, and some requested formulation of the 
corresponding benchmarking criteria; 
 

(b) some green groups objected to development in the Loop and 
advocated preservation of the area to protect the ecological integrity 
and continuity of the Deep Bay wetland system.  On the other hand, 
some locals and the Heung Yee Kuk urged for more intensive 
development in the surrounding areas instead of placing too much 
emphasis on the Loop itself1; 
 

(c) there were suggestions to provide a direct link between the Loop and 
the MTR LMC Station, concerns over the existing capacity of the 
proposed WCR, and strong reservation was expressed by green 
groups on the proposed ECR in view of its possible adverse impacts 
on Hoo Hok Wai and in turn the wetland habitat in the Deep Bay area; 
and 

 
(d) some tertiary education institutions raised concerns over the mode of 

development and implementation arrangement, as well as 
support/subsidies from the Government for the development of the 
Loop. 

                                                 
1  In response to the comments of the locals and Heung Yee Kuk received during the Stage 1 

PE, a separate land use review is being undertaken to identify development potential for the 
areas adjacent to the connection roads leading to the Loop. 
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7. Since the set up of the HK-SZ Joint Task Force on Boundary District 
Development led by the Secretary for Development and the Vice Mayor of 
Shenzhen in December 2007, governments on both sides have actively explored 

various issues relating to the Loop, including the mode of development and 
implementation arrangements, and agreed to jointly develop the Loop into a special 
cooperation zone of HK and SZ with higher education as the leading land use, 
complemented by hi-tech R&D as well as C&C industries.  A co-operation 
agreement, which provided a framework for the co-development of the Loop, was 
signed at the HK-SZ Cooperation Meeting held on 25 November 2011. 
 
 

Advice Sought 
 
8. Members are invited to provide comments on the recommended 
development proposals for the Loop. 

 
 
 
Attachments 
 
Enclosure 1 Recommended Outline Development Plan 
Enclosure 2 Stage 2 Public Engagement Digest 
 

 
 
 
Development Bureau 
Planning Department 
Civil Engineering and Development Department 
May 2012 
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