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The "approved person" system adopted by the Hospital Authority  

for the dispensaries of its General Outpatient Clinics 
 
 
 Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Cap. 134) and the Pharmacy 
and Poisons Regulations (Cap. 138A), dispensaries of hospitals and 
outpatient clinics are required to have a registered pharmacist or a person 
approved by the Director of Health to possess and supply dangerous drugs 
and to supervise the dispensing of poisons.  Before the Hospital Authority 
("HA") took over 59 General Outpatient Clinics ("GOPCs") from the 
Department of Health in July 2003, some senior dispensers and dispensers 
were responsible for possessing and supplying dangerous drugs and 
supervising the dispensing of poisons in GOPCs.  This is known as the 
"approved person" arrangement.  After taking over GOPCs in July 2003, 
HA has continued the "approved person" arrangement for operational 
reasons. 
 
2. The Hong Kong Professional Pharmaceutical Employees Association 
has recently expressed dissatisfaction that HA has continued to adopt the 
"approved person" arrangement in GOPCs.  The relevant media reports on 
the subject are attached in Appendix I for members' reference. 
 
3. Two questions were raised at the Council meetings of 14 July 2010 and 
27 June 2012 respectively relating to the "approved person" arrangement 
adopted by HA.  The questions and the Administration's replies are in 
Appendices II and III respectively. 
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