CB(1)374/12-13(01)

B A @5 Transport and
2w REBER Housing Bureau
AR R d Government Secretariat
B LR S .JE{ 2R Transport Branch
B A D East Wing, Central Government Offices,
2 Tim Met Avenue.
Tamar, Hong Kong
AERSEE Our Ref.  THBR(T)CR 1/16/581/99 B 1% Tel: 3509 8178
K TR Your Ref.  CBU/PL/DEV % X Fax: 2136 8016
Clerk to Panel on Development (BY FAX : 2978 7569)

Legislative Council Complex
1 Legislative Council Road
Central, Hong Kong

Attn.: Ms, Sharon CHUNG

31 December 2012

Dear Ms. CHUNG,

Re.: Complaints lodged by villagers of
Yau Tam Mei Tsuen at

the special meeting on 15 December 2012

Thank you for your letter of 19 December 2012 to the
Development Bureau relaying the views of Yau Tam Mei Tsuen villagers
about the Express Rail Link.

I enclose herewith our reply issued on 13 November 2012 to
LegCo’s Public Complaints Office. Information concerning the Express
Rail Link works in Yau Tam Mei Tsuen that you request, including
environmental impact, blasting works, well water and effluent from
works site, is set out therein. You may also wish to know that a case
conference on the related matters was held on 14 December 2012.

THB |




Should you have any questions, please call the undersigned at
3509 8178.

Yours sincerely,

%@N AN J/,

(Frankie WAN)
for Secretary for Transport and Housing

Encl.

DEVB (Attn.: Allen TANG) (Fax : 2509 9988)
Complaints Division, LegCo Secretariat (Attn.: Wendy JAN) (Fax : 2521 7518)
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Translation

13 November 2012
Secretary General
Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council Complex
1 Legislative Council Road
Central, Hong Kong
(Attn: Ms. Wendy JAN)

Fax No. : 2521 7518

Dear Ms. JAN,

Impact of Works for the Hong Kong Section of
Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link on
Residents of Yau Tam Mei Tsuen

Thank you for your letter dated 11 and 19 October 2012. Regarding the
issues relating to the works for the Hong Kong section of the
Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link (XRL) raised by the
residents of Yau Tam Mei Tsuen (YTMT), | am authorised to reply as below.

) Project Planning, Environmental Impact Assessment Report and
Community Consultation

2. Under the Railways Ordinance (Cap. 519), the Transport and Housing
Bureau gazetted the XRL project in November 2008, as well as the related
scheme in April and October 2009. Information of the scheme has been
uploaded to the website of the Highways Department (HyD) for public inspection.
The schematic plan for the works at YTMT is at Annex1l. The MTR
Corporation Limited (MTRCL) has to take forward the XRL project according to
the scheme approved by the Government.

3. The Environmental Assessment Impact (EIA) report prepared by the
MTRCL for the XRL project was submitted to and approved by the



Environmental Protection Department (EPD) under the EIA Ordinance (Cap. 499)
in May and September 2009 respectively. The MTRCL has conducted public
consultation according to the established procedures. This included public
exhibition of the EIA report from 21 July to 19 August 2009 to gather public
views. In September 2009, the relevant information was uploaded to the
websites of the MTRCL and EPD for public inspection. At the same time, the
MTRCL informed the village representatives and residents concerned via various
channels that such information had been promulgated and uploaded to the
Internet.

4. In fact, the MTRCL has been in close dialogues with the relevant rural
committee, District Councillors, YTMT representatives and residents living near
the shaft works site since June 2008. Residents’ concerns are addressed in a
timely manner through meetings with residents, site inspections and Community
Liaison Group (CLG) meetings. Related information and updates on the works
have been disseminated via a dedicated XRL website, eight issues of newsletters
and posting of notices. In addition, the MTRCL has attended over 50 site
inspections, visits and residents’ meetings upon YTMT residents’ request to
maintain direct communication with the local community.

(1) Water Level of Wells

5. To address YTMT residents’ concern over the works for the Hong Kong
section of the XRL and the water level of wells within the area, the MTRCL and
its contractor have maintained communications with the residents concerned
through meetings and various site inspections. On 2 May 2012, the MTRCL
conducted a site visit and discussion with representatives of the San Tin Rural
Committee (STRC), District Councillor Mr. K.M. MAN, YTMT representative
and local residents. The MTRCL, along with STRC, District Councillor
Mr. MAN and two YTMT representatives, engaged the Faculty of Civil
Engineering of the University of Hong Kong (HKU) to conduct an independent
study on the changes in the groundwater level within the YTMT area. The
study focused on the correlation between the construction of the XRL shaft in
YTMT (1) and the changes in the groundwater level within the neighbourhood.

6. On 28 September 2012, Prof. L.G. THAM and Prof. K.K. LEE of the
HKU briefed the MTRCL and local representatives on the study report. The
executive summary of the study report was also distributed to STRC
representatives, District Councillor Mr. MAN and two YTMT representatives.



Copies of the executive summary have already been distributed to all residents of
YTMT (1) by their village representative. The study report concurred to the
60-metre influence zone identified by the MTRCL, and suggested further
enhancing the monitoring of the groundwater level within the 300-metre zone
from the shaft to ensure sufficient volume of water recharge for effective
stabilisation of the groundwater level (the executive summary is at Annex 2;
available in Chinese).

7. The MTRCL is actively following up the recommendations made in the
study report, and is working with its contractor to enhance the monitoring of the
groundwater level and water recharge arrangement. For the 13 wells located
within the 300-metre zone from the shaft, the MTRCL has proactively
approached their owners for follow-up actions. The MTRCL may refer a well
owner’s case to a loss adjuster for follow-up action if the owner wishes to see
whether any compensation should be made.

(1) Works Safety

8. The geological conditions and structures along the alignment of the
Hong Kong section of the XRL project have been assessed since the design stage
to formulate prudent construction methods and implement appropriate measures
to ensure minimal impact on the neighbouring areas. Blasting works must be
carried out in accordance with the instructions of the Mines Division of the Civil
Engineering and Development Department (CEDD), relevant government
departments and statutory requirements concerned with appropriate and effective
measures applied.

9. Prior to the commencement of works, the slope within the YTM site
boundary has been inspected and examined and no imminent danger was
identified. Throughout the construction period, the MTRCL will closely
monitor the situation of the slope within the site boundary, structures and
geological conditions along the alignment in order to apply the most appropriate
construction methods and protective procedures. The Railway Development
Office of the HyD has been closely monitoring the construction to ensure that all
relevant safety regulations and requirements have been observed.

10. Regarding the “dangerous slope sign” (photo at Annex 3) mentioned by
residents, CEDD officers have pointed out after an inspection that the warning
sign was erected in 1998 at squatter areas recommended for clearance but the
clearance has not been fully completed. The landslide risk as shown in the
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warning sign does not refer to any imminent danger of specific slopes. They are
aimed at reminding people in the vicinity of the squatter areas, particularly
residents who have yet to vacate their squatters, to stay away from the spot when
Typhoon Signal No. 8 is issued or during heavy rainstorms.

(1V)  Effluent from Works Site

11. Regarding the relatively alkaline water sample found at the discharging
point of the shaft works site in YTM of the XRL project on 18 September 2012,
the Government has requested the MTRCL to ensure full co-operation of the
contractor in EPD’s investigation. It has also requested the MTRCL to look
further into the incident and submit a report to the Government.

12. The MTRCL proactively called for a meeting with residents on
27 September 2012 to update the respective Rural Committee, District
Councillors, village representatives and YTMT residents on the various measures
promptly taken and respond to their concerns. A number of measures were
taken immediately by both the contractor and MTRCL. They include
enhancing the monitoring and recording of the pH value of the site effluent, as
well as regular cleaning, repair and maintenance of effluent treatment facilities to
ensure their proper operation and prevent the recurrence of similar incidents.
The pH value of the site effluent resumed to normal in the afternoon on the same
day of the incident (i.e. 18 September 2012). As at today, all samples of site
effluent conform to the relevant standards. The Government and MTRCL will
continue to closely monitor the site effluent quality.

13. The MTRCL has distributed leaflets (at Annex 4; available in Chinese
only) to the residents of YTMT (1) and (I1) to address their concerns. It has also
contacted the owner of the possibly affected fish pond to follow up the matter.
Upon the latter’s consent, the case was referred to a loss adjuster on
10 October 2012.

14. Taking into account the results of the water sample test conducted by the
EPD on 18 September 2012, the Government and MTRCL are engaging a third
party independent laboratory for further testing on the site effluent to enhance
quality monitoring and ease the residents’ worries about water safety of the area.
Upon completion of the test, the residents will be informed of the results via
different channels. To further dispel their doubts, the MTRCL conducted a
number of water sample tests for wells in the vicinity of the works site in YTM



from late September to October 2012 and confirmed that the well water had not
been affected by the site effluent.

15. Regarding the test on the water sample collected by the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) on 14 September 2012, as the
sample was not collected at the discharging point of the shaft works site, should
there be any queries, please contact Mr. SIU K.XK., Senior Field Officer,
Agricultural Development Division of the AFCD (Tel: 2476 9662).

16.  Furthermore, to address the residents’ concerns, the MTRCL
representatives visited YTMT again on 30 October 2012 to have direct dialogues
with the residents, District Councillor Mr. Zachary WONG and other local
representatives. Issues relating to the works were explained and views were
gathered from the local community. The Government has urged the MTRCL to
maintain close communication with the YTMT residents and follow up each and
every issue raised by the residents.

17. We are aware of the concerns of YTMT residents over the XRL works.
Relevant government departments will continue to closely monitor the wotks to
ensure full compliance of the MTRCL and its contractor with related regulations
pertaining to environment and construction so as to minimise the impact of the
construction works on neighbouring areas.

18, Please feel free to contact the undersigned should you have any enquiry.

Yours sincerely,

%)J‘k‘

(Frankie WAN)
for Secretary for Transport and Housing

C.C.

Director of Highways
(Attn: Mr. SZETO Hon Yin)
Fax: 2714 5297




Director of Civil Engineering and Development
(Attn: Mr. TSE Siu Hung, Vincent)
Fax: 2194 0165

Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
(Attn: Dr. CHEN Yi Min)
Fax: 2150 7040

Director of Environmental Protection
(Attn: Mr. CHIU Chi Chung)
Fax: 2802 4511

Chief Executive Officer of MTR Corporation Limited
(Attn: Ms. Jenny TAM)
Fax: 2208 3208
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