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Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront

The Waterfront Promenade provides a continuous harbourfront public open space
forming a green unifying edge to the harbour. It will be a major east-west pedestrian
link along the northern shore of Hong Kong Island. A diversity of uses and activity
spaces within the Waterfront Promenade will provide different experiences for the
users at the harbourfront.

The key design corridors of the NCH all terminate at the Waterfront Promenade. The
public open space planned along the Waterfront Promenade will be extensively
landscaped and well integrated with various anchoring spaces strategically placed
along the new harbourfront to accent individual characters and a sense of place.
Together with adjacent “Harbourfront Festive Deck” at Sites 1 and 2 along the Pier
Walk, “Harbour Place” at Site 4 along the Harbour Walk and “Marine Place” at Site 6
along the Bayside Walk, it should add vibrancy and attraction of the NCH as a
world-class destination for Hong Kong.

Within the Waterfront Promenade, there should be the following anchoring nodes :

(i) Ferry Plaza — which is the terminating point of the Pierside Corridor and Statue
Square Corridor, serving as the public gathering space and entrance plaza prior
to boarding for leisure boat trips;

(i) Waterfront Event Plaza — which anchors the Civic Corridor and the “Green
Carpet” at Tamar to facilitate a wide range of civic and public events;

(iii) Marine Place Boardwalk — which complements the Arts and Cultural Precinct to
enhance the ‘marine’ character of the harbourfront setting.

The Waterfront Promenade also includes Festival Lawn, Themed Garden, Viewing
Platforms, etc. to add vibrancy and diversity at the edge of the waterfront. According
to the LSP, the Waterfront Promenade is sub-divided into several landscape strategy
zones, namely Seaside Verdure, Exotic Floral Park and Bauhinia Walk, each with its
own landscape character and landscape strategy.

Visual connectivity to the Waterfront Promenade should be provided with due regard
to the view corridors from the Statue Square Corridor, from the City Hall, from the
Tamar site and the Civic Corridor, and from the Art Event Plaza of the Arts and
Cultural Precinct. The east-west visual connectivity between Central and Wan Chai
should be maintained.

The proposed People’s Liberation Army (PLA) berth and its ancillary facilities should
be integrated with the Waterfront Promenade and the part used for open space
should be opened to the public when it is not in military use. Folding gates will be
installed around the berth but can be hidden in the ancillary building structures.

Taking advantage of its waterfront location, the Site should create a strong
land-water connectivity in the design. Visitor access to the Waterfront Promenade by
road, MTR and sea transport and entrances to the Waterfront Promenade from
appropriate location should be provided for.

To enhance the east-west connectivity within the promenade, a cycle track should be
provided along the Waterfront Promenade for recreational and leisure purposes with
possibility for inter-district connection to Wan Chai and Sheung Wan Districts, which
will be subject to more detailed feasibility study. Meanwhile, other environmentally
friendly transport modes within the Waterfront Promenade should also be considered,
subject to detailed assessment and design.
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Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront

Figure 12 : Master Layout Plan
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Figure 7 — Perspective View (7) of Advance Promenade
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