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Written Submision of the opinions from some of the member associations of
the Hong Kong Maritime Forum
to the Panel on Economic Development Meeting on 17 September 2013

Upon a meeting of the Hong Kong Maritime Forum held on 28 August 2013, with the attendance of
the following representatives of some of the member associations, the following viewpoints are
collected and hereby submitted to the Legislative Council.
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1)

2)

The Improvement Measures to be Implemented duriung the 1% phase (p.2 of the paper) were
considered suitable and reasonable.
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Regarding the Medium and Longer Term Measures (p.3 to p.5 of the paper), some attendees
doubted whether AIS (Automatic Identification System) would be helpful in preventing collision
in the harbour areas. In practice, whether useful information for avoidance of collision could be
obtained from AIS in water areas where a large number of vessels crowded together were
questionable. These attendees were of the view that proper lookout and use of radar were more
practical and better for prevention of collision for local vessels but AIS would be useful for the
investigation work following the collision. e.g. identification of parties liable for the incident
would be easier as records were traceable. Attendees agreed that AIS could exert a deterrent
effect on seafarers and raise their safety awareness and enhance communication amongst vessels.
Concerning the installation and maintenance costs of AIS, the attendees opined that HKSAR
government should provide subsidy to operators so as to alleviate their financial burden.

A iR Iy th R BRI EGIamEeR 3 2 5 F)FTAHY AIS RE &7 1L RAERAEE
hiFEfEHESE - IR LAGR, A KEMEREF/KIEE, AIS 2airetetta HELY;
IEATEERE, BAES NEEE - fetl ST RAY &R0 A, HEITIEME A E VIR S LIRS
B {EE P R 22 S L A i B e R B B PRONI A A (B HPTR R ATS SR & T THY
A TIFHEAH, PIARSREHECe A S EREE SR EEEE T - HFEEFE
ATS w] DA S SHEHME N, S HemaeBREs, WorE 2 E HER - HFE
ey, BUSTEE BN E S AR E S 4 AIS 28, DURES H S IE -
1



3)

4)

5)
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Attendees echoed with the suggestions in pt.7 (a) of “ferries permitted to carry more than 12
passengers should be required to carry a VHF radio; and vessels permitted to carry more than 100
passengers be equipped with AlS, radar and VHF radio.”
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Concerning the issue of training of coxswain mentioned in pt.7 (b), attendees suggested that
refresher training should be made compulsory with a view of maintaining the safety standard.
Meanwhile, attendees expressed their concerns over the availability and accreditation of trainers
and training facilities. They concurred that the above should be properly provided for and
monitored to ensure that sufficient training facilities were available and that the training was up to
requirements.
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Attendees recommended that the existing patrol system of marine traffic control should be
enhanced to meet with the increasing sea traffic volume. The attendees considered that the
existing number of patrol boats was very insufficient and the government needed to deploy more
resources to meet the requirement. It was further suggested that the government should conduct a
professional research on how much resources should be deployed to meet with the safety
requirements of the high traffic density of the harbor of Hong Kong.
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Concerning the issue of rest of crew, attendees concurred that the crew working on local
passenger vessels should have adequate rest.

H B R A F dmAL B T e IR -



