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Purpose B £

o To brief Members on:- © & % f fjif
Genetically modified (GM) K Fleeid g P ER
food labelling system s B
Mandatory pre-market
safety assessment F4T A Flieig 5
scheme (PMSAS) for GM 5 A B o &
foods DI
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What is GM
Food?
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Biotechnology to modify
the genetic make-up of an
organism

Genetically modified
organisms (GMOs)

Any food which is, or is
derived from, these GMOs
IS called “GM food”

Most commonly planted
GM crops: soyabean and
corn
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Existing
Regulatory Control — FRP¥i2 bl e

o Stipulated in the O (= ™fEd 23 5z
Publ?c_ Health a_nd iE 5] (" %132% ) %
Municipal Service 54 1% 2T B
Ordinance (Cap. 132),
section 54 G4 g b

All food for sale must I T TR
be fit for human - ’E: ﬁ L
consumption e 4k iF * 2 4L T
Equally apply to GM i ol i

and conventional food
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GM Food Labelling £ Flzxig § 3 &
System (1) #1 & (1)

o Labelling policy and O & Rirk ® g#—\%i B
system based on own o T 2 R R TR Jod ] R
situation of the country
or place

o Regulatory Impact o 2002 s BT
Asse_ss_rr_lent In 2002 S S T

Significant cost B
implications to the small TR

and medium enterprises RS A7 &8
Lack of international

consensus
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GM Food Labelling # F):zid & $ & 4
System (lI) #1& (11)

® ;:Glljji(illelines;c cc);n Votl_unﬁ':\ry O ax v .3 2006F F
abelling of Genetically T
Modified Food” issued in g%; ¥ 8 p R

2006 by CFS

o Effectiveness evaluation o 72008# ep R 1 S4B
study on the voluntary Ty
labelling scheme v RF

reported in 2008 27 z;gr‘]w:lg#w Hiha g
Low Ie_vclel of use of GM FT J% ﬁt
materia T -
No pressing need for 3;_1 J'Hi LA 7 A gl
mandatory labelling st R
Continue its efforts in MY RAER P REHEER
promoting the voluntary | B

labelling regime
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GM Food Labelling £ Flzig 8 $ &K
System (111) #1 & (I11)

o In 2011, Codex stated O &8 &% & :; A g %
that governments are 011E 27 > 2 Rk
free to decide on _ f: o
whether to label foods e o d AR
derived from modern L E e - AT
biotechnology, including 4 g o @3 2 7;
foods containing GM H gy zrd 4 4 ch g o
organisms Ztklj T S AR e

out in conformity with the

o Labelling should be carried O ’fﬁi}—f\«}'@—* @ 5 ek g
Codex’s texts % ﬁ %’
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Enhancing Food Safety iﬂ‘i’a'ﬂ BT 9
Control over GM Food (1) #—!z > e (1)

o According to the World o ¢ R (el E.]%‘v ;}% Ay
Health Organisation A RS B b
(WHO), GM foods RIS S - v
currently traded on the 8 enfl Flezig a4
international market i YNES RSN W
have passed risk :iﬁﬁi é};lz_ , ﬂ_:
assessments and are P on ¥ A R R i
not likely to be harmful :‘Fr;
to human health

o Will the situation be O AKfFimeg Fie® ?

changed in the future ?
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Enhancing Food Safety  4v g %} & Flix:g &
Control over GM Food (Il) # = 2 g4 (11)

o Codex: Recommended O a5t 4§ g 1
to set up a regulatory RS AR
framework for safety “fj'—‘ #] i ¥ ’t’j ‘"’Q IR
assessment of GM food; BARE O DHLERER
formulated different Ree ;}% 31

sets of guidance on the
risk assessment

O M8 E 2R
o PMSAS . bk Flcis a4 o o
Assess the risk of a @ A Ll B 5 2T
GM food in N P 3
comparison with its w2 b &
conventional
counterpart
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Proposed PMSAS
In Hong Kong (I)
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Apply to GM food which
consists of, or is derived
from, GM microorganisms,
plants and animals

Would be submitted by
biotechnology companies
rather than the general
food trade; minimal impact
to trade

Simplified process -
provided that principles
and approach similar to
those of Codex are
adopted
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Proposed PMSAS 4 i#da 74 & =

In Hong Kong (I1)
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o CFS would also devise o

suitable transitional
arrangement for GM
food that is already on
the market at the time
when the new PMSAS
comes into operation

GM foods that have not ©
been approved for food
use by other food

safety authorities will

take a longer

evaluation period
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Proposed PMSAS 3 iE#t3k
in Hong Kong (IlI) % =%

o CFS will draw up a list O ax v €T~ >
of approved GM food EBEAT G G DL
and upload the list on ¥ 3 ?E\; - 3
Its homepage for public B oo ,\fr_}% -
and trade’s reference

a4 AWEEC R

o Food manufacturers © = Ay 2 [ S (54

di FERE A SF 7R R
and importers are AN S N
responsible for fhzk Flitig 9

ensuring that their
products contain only
approved GM foods
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Proposed PMSAS
In Hong Kong (V)

o With the PMSAS in place:

The transgenic
information and certified
reference materials for
the GM plants concerned
will be made available to
CFS

The Government
Laboratory will be better
equipped to further
develop its capacity In
testing GM-related
products and enforce the
law
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Advice sought A< & AL

o Members are invited to ;%_;g B XA TFecid &
note the latest bR T T
. : L A -
f[jevelopment In relation B ¥ sifick sl 4w
o GM food labelling N I
and comment on the X rFeialER LS

proposal to introduce a
mandatory PMSAS

o The Administration s
intends to launch a PP
public consultation on
the issue in the second
half of this year
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Thank you
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