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In response to the AFCD public consultation of the Public Health (Animals and
Birds) (Animal Traders) Regulations (Cap. 139B), we are writing to express our
concerns towards the pet trading industry, in particular the pet breeding and
trading sector. The consultation document, according to AFCD, is written in the
interest of animal health and welfare. We therefore, hope that the department
would consider our suggestions in this perspective sincerely.

UNEAGHER:
We, Animal Friends, suggest
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Due to the dense population and close proximity of households in Hong Kong,
breeding and keeping a large quantity of animals in a residential unit may
cause hygiene and noise related problems to the neighbors. Under the new
regulations, the breeding and trading activities will only be preceded at the
non-residential areas, similar to the regulations that is currently applies to
veterinary clinics and dog kennels. To ensure the safety to the animals and



working staff, fire department should also regulate the layout and materials
used in the units. And also, the usage of the unit should be regulated by the
Land department.
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Any person who wishes to breed their animals will be required to register a
compulsory breeder’s permit. Every animal that is to be bred will be required
to be registered and licensed. For example, $1000 for each licensed animal.
Should the breeding licence owner owns 5 animals for breeding purpose,
he/she has to pay $1000 x 5 animals = $5000.
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Every breeding bitch is only allow up to a maximum of 5 litters in her life span.
The owner is responsible for the neutering of the animal after the 5 litter, and
responsible to take good care of the animal until it dies.
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Every breeding animal will required to be examined and vaccinated by Hong
Kong registered veterinarian to ensure the breeding animals are up to date
with vaccination and are in good health condition to be allowed for breeding.
This ensures that minimal transmissible diseases will occur in their progenies.
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In the past years, large amount of pet animals were being abandoned and
euthanized due to the lack of adopting families. However, at the same time,
breeders and pet shops are making profit by breeding and selling animals. To
reduce the number of abandoned animals, the number of animals being
breed and sold should be limited. The limitation number is 1/3 of the animal
euthanized in the past year.
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AFCD has been successfully implementing adoption services via several
animal welfare organizations. The outcome is encouraging and many animals
are being rescued and live happily in their new homes. To ensure the animals
go the a suitable home, the animal welfare organizations obtain the ado
ptors’ identity and screen them based on their background and other
perspectives concerning the adopted animal's welfare. AFCD has been
promoting the message of "responsible ownership" to the public. We suggest
the same requirements should be implied to the pet trade too. People who
want to purchase and keep an animal should fulfill certain requirements.
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Every breeding permit holder owns no more than 5 animals. Each premise
should have no more than one licence registered.
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All sold animals must be reach the age of 5 months, microchipped and
vaccinated. Any breeders, if proven, who are found to be selling animals
under the required ages, should be punished with fine and suspension of
breeding permits.

9. BERBIHES, (#A1NHE & E BRI &0 miE R 2R e -
BUHAEEMERY9FE, 140 Tibetian Mastiff, Dogo Argentino, Fila Brazileiro,
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Certain breeds that are deemed not suitable for the Hong Kong environment
should be restricted or require special permits to be kept in Hong Kong.
Highly aggressive breeds such as Tibetian Mastiff, Dogo Argentino, Fila
Brazileiro, Japanese Tosa, Pit Bull Terrier or American Pit Bull,Perro de
Presa Canario or Presa Canario should be banned from Hong Kong.
Breeding of the above mentioned animals will be illegal and should be
punishable by fine and/or imprisonment.

10. Fr A g1 el RIAKEE, o EEHFA 2D 2 /N5 B HUEERFH, FE A
g sNES -

All animals are not caged in a long term. They can move freely at least 2

hours a day. Permit holders must walk the dogs outside the premises to give
them adequate exercise.
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All licence holders are required to obtain business registration certificate, like
other business entities. Annual tax return must be submitted to the
Government.
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Debarking, shock collars, or other means of technique that inflicts pain and
injuries to stop an animal to bark will be prohibited and deemed illegal.

T BT A B (AR Ry R R MY -
We sincerely hope that AFCD will consider our suggestion, in the interest of
animal health and welfare.



