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COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT BUREAU
21/F, West Wing
Cenlral Government Offices
2 Tim Mei Avenuc
Tamar, Hong Kong

€ FI5 4 Bomail Address:  aaronliu@cedb.gov.hk

By Fax
(Fax: 2840 0269)

5 February 2013

Ms Yue Tin-po
Clerk to Panel on
Information Technology and Broadcasting
Legislative Council
1 Legislative Council Road
Central, Hong Kong

Dear Ms Yue,

Panel on Information Technology and Broadcasting (the “Panel”)
List of follow-up actions

I refer to the Panel’s list of follow-up actions. At the Panel’s
meeting on 10 December 2012 discussing issues relating to the live
broadcast of “Concern for Hong Kong’s Future” (BIETEHRIK) by Asia
Television Limited, the Administration was requested to relay to the
Administration Wing of the Chief Secretary for Administration’s Office
(the “Admin Wing”) for response to the Hon Cyd HO’s concern and
enquiry about the criteria adopted in considering applications for the use
of the open space outside the Central Government Offices, and whether in
considering the application submitted by the Asia Club to use the venue
for the rally on 11 November 2012, the Administration Wing was aware
of the details of the application, including that the rally would be
broadcast live on commercial television stations.
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We have relayed the Hon Cyd Ho’s concern and enquiry above to
the Admin Wing, whose response is as follows: -

“The East Wing Forecourt of the Central Government Offices at
Tamar is open to the public on Sundays and public holidays from 10.00
am to 6.30 pm for holding public meetings/processions on application to
and subject to the approval of the Director of Administration (“D of
Adm™), on a first-come-first-served basis. The applicant is required to
set out in the application form some basic information about the proposed
public meeting/procession including, among other things, the purpose of
the activity, number of participants and marshals, venue setup (e.g. any
platform to be built and apparatus such as loudspeakers, posters/ banners
to be displayed), etc. Upon receipt of an application, D of Adm will
seek the advice of the Police on any potential threat to public order and
safety before granting approval.

Pertaining to the approval given, the use of the East Wing
Forecourt for public meetings/processions is also subject to a set of
conditions as promulgated and attached to the application form. A copy
of the application form can be downloaded from the website of the Admin
Wing.

As regards the public event of the Asia Club on 11 November
2012, the applicant did not mention in his application that the activities
would be broadcast live on commercial television station. In fact, an
applicant is not required to provide information as to whether the
proposed public meeting/ procession will be broadcast on television or
covered in any form by the media in the application form.”

I would appreciate it if you could help convey the Admin Wing’s
response above to the Panel Members and arrange to remove the item
concerned from the Panel’s list of follow-up actions. Thank you.

( Aaron Liu )
for Secretary for
ommerce and Economic Development

c.c. D of Admin (Attn: David Chiu)
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