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Metropolitan Archltecture (OMA) E[U@,U%%F’ﬁ%')} =y /a0 ?[Pﬁli’?iéf » Mr. Rem
Koolhaas -

Uiy £< b FIE ﬁ@‘ngwrﬁj_—/‘,ap JFPU 1o E]q Hr ks 6 %E[ Jud (T Y F“
F15 ,ﬁﬁéﬁl%%ﬁrﬁ%ﬁ % )& - Without further ado, may | invite Mr. Graham
Sheffield, CEO of the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority to give us the warm

welcoming remarks? Mr. Sheffield, please.

o

- PRI
PR (] (T8 AR S TSRED)

Good afternoon. Good afternoon everybody. Particularly, horrible weather. |
am sorry if | have brought this from the UK.  Anyway, it is a very warm welcome

to this forum, especially for you, the Yau Tsim Mong community leaders and
residents.

I’m new here, as you know. | have been here and today is my one-month
anniversary. | am already aware that the Yau Tsim Mong District is extremely
vibrant and dynamic. | have taken a few walks round the District — top destination
for visitors, and a real treasure trove of heritage arts and culture in the territory, I am
looking forward to discovering more as | become more familiar. Thanks to your
efforts, the District has established itself into a harmonious community with rich
cultural diversity, a community blending the old with the new, and with a unique mix
of the east and the west. And all of these we all really want to see in the emerging
WKCD multiplied on your door-step.

We have had a very good start of the Stage Two of the Public Engagement
Exercise. | am really enjoying hearing all the opinions that are being given. We have
got enthusiastic response to the roving exhibition, which is out on tour and coming

back into Kowloon and Hong Kong shortly and also gives people the opportunity to
2
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see the three conceptual plans presented. As I’ve said before publicly, this is an
absolutely unprecedented opportunity, once in a generation opportunity for the arts
and culture in this region, if not the world. And we should take a great pride in
helping to influence and realise this project. 1t’ll belong to everyone in Hong Kong
and it’s absolutely vital now to ensure that the cultural development reflects the
aspirations of all the Hong Kong people, especially you who, as locals, are living right
beside it.

So genuine thanks for your participation this afternoon, as well as views and
comments made in the first-stage consultation early this year. Today, joining me and
my team here in the forum are key members of the three master planning teams, who
have already been introduced. They will shortly show you how your earlier views
have been taken into account in their concept plans, and incorporated into their
visions on how the District should be laid out. At this stage as we know, it is a
vision; it is a concept, it is not a design. So each of them will give a short
presentation and then will be your opportunity to make comments and ask questions.
So I look forward to a very lively session and hearing all these exchange of views.

So | just like to add my own thanks to the Honourable Ronald Arculli, who is
Chairman of our West Kowloon Cultural District Development Committee, and also
Professor Stephen Cheung, Chairman of the Consultation Panel, for their ongoing
support and enthusiasm for the whole process, and for spending their Sunday
afternoon here with us.

I’d also like to thank, on behalf of the WKCDA, our partner, the Yau Tsim Mong
District Council, and thanks to Mr. Edmond Chung, Chairman of the Yau Tsim Mong
District Council, and to Mrs. Vicky Kwok, the Yau Tsim Mong District Officer, for
their wholehearted support, absolutely vital in this process.

And finally as West Kowloon Cultural District emerges in the next few years,
our vision is to add even more colour, and diverse arts and cultural flavours to the Yau
Tsim Mong District. It should become, 1 think, not only a local but an
internationally-renowned cultural, educational and recreational centre for you, your
families and generations to come. As well, I think it is bringing more employment
and prosperity to the District, and a higher quality of life overall for all the residents.
So we look forward to your views and comments and to building a sustainable District
through collaboration with all of you. Thank you very much, and have a good
afternoon.

Thank you. fif| 7} BT~ ﬁyr‘ A ’-ﬁﬁiﬁfjﬁjﬁ@fg PRI
S EEN S e AT R R N e SR T A ’“Eag‘*%m.qi
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Mr. Rem Koolhaas (Office for Metropolitan Architecture):

I would like to say something about architects. Architects are also interested in
real people. But of course we are now in a phase, where we cannot show real people.
We can show our project. We can show computer animation. We can show stick
figures moving. But actually I really hope, and that is why | am so incredibly happy
that this is in Kowloon, that you will use the District in exactly the same, sometimes
really rough way, the same spontaneous way, the same greedy way that you use your
own park of the city, because I think that only that kind of energy can be transferred
into a logical way without too much inhibition, only then will the District really come

alive. So my question is or my request is, for the Kowloon inhabitants to maintain
exactly the same energy, and to make this part of city their own, you have to take it

6
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and make your own. That is my recommendation. And then not to worry about the
rules, but make your own rules.

SRCAFHS (] "B JrERRigme = ) -
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Y (CEhpURBETE] 5 connectivity > FIE FYE T EY integration E{!{Fﬁ o 4.2 Colin
[FijEs - Colin, could you respond to his questions? Thanks.

Mr. Colin Ward (Foster + Partners):

Thank you for the question! We return to this issue a lot, when we are up here
on the forum, which seems to come from almost an element of trust in the designers
to do what you want as people in the community. All of us involved in the project,
when we don’t sit here on this podium, are actually the same as you, we are actually
people in the community who live, and breathe and work here in Hong Kong.
Therefore the things that you want are unsurprisingly the things that we want, because
we are also a part of this city too. And | think anybody who sits on this podium and
within this community will tell you exactly the same thing. | say that because in
regarding the green areas, you want more green areas, so do we; you say that you
want it to be accessible for all, so do we; you say you want it to be stitched further and
deeper into the adjacent parts of the city, as far as it possibly can go, and stretched as
possibly as it can go, so do we. I think all the things you say are incredibly important
and vital and should be - keep ask the project. We will all try our absolutely best to
do that for you, and in that sense | want you to rest assured that your concerns are
heard undoubtedly, we will all try our best to accommodate them as much as we can.
Thank you!

Mr. Rem Koolhaas (Office for Metropolitan Architecture):

| think particularly your idea that the District should become bigger and should
be included other parts of Kowloon is very important. Because | think that only if
we look at the whole thing as a single entity, and therefore realised that what happens
outside of the District is almost as important as what will happen inside the District,
will be a successful, and integrated whole. And that is why | think there should be a
beginning of consciousness that the existing Kowloon is very critical for the future of
the Cultural District, that we should also begin to make a special effort at
conservation, reservation, particularly not only the exceptional things, but also look at
what will guarantee that this part of the city maintains its current vitality. And how
can we make sure there is no gentrification or that all the juxtapositions that exist here
will still be there in 10 or 20 years. | think that is a really critical thing that can only
be established in dialogue with the district, with architects and planners.

MBFLS G5 BRI R -
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Mr. Rem Koolhaas (Office for Metropolitan Architecture) :

I would like to say one more thing to you. Of course we realise very much that
we are not Hong Kong people, although we have a deep sympathy for Hong Kong,
also have spent a lot of time in Hong Kong. | have an office in Hong Kong. But of
course we never will become Hong Kong people, but maybe there is one important
thing that we can introduce, which perhaps no Hong Kong person could introduce,
and that is, slowness and enjoyment. You talk about almost frenzy kind of life in Hong
Kong, | think it is very important to also slow down. I think the park perhaps offers a
beautiful location to slow down and to simply enjoy.

BRCAFHE @ BB H)

Thank you Rem, | think that’s very important, we need to learn how to slow
down and enjoy life. This is true. J[HN %7 /i i > W%WHEIT?K HEEICIRIE AN
2 i B questions @ BT BERLLE AL i BRI S S By A
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Mr. Cdin Ward (Foster + Partners) -

The obliteration of many of our shopping districts and entertainment districts by
Starbucks, Zara, etc, are seemingly taking over the world is something that concerns
all of us. I’'m not surprised again that all of us here will have great sympathy with
what you think. To try and therefore say that we cannot have any of these massive,
multinational monsters gobble up our shops in West Kowloon is a challenge. Whether
we can replace them with these quaint, charming ventures that you talked about is
also a challenge. Going forward they are just one of the challenges that we will face,
the conceptual plan you see in front of you hope to encompass those things of course.
As we move forward over the next few years, the model that means that can work
commercially and environmentally, socially will have to be developed to try and do
that. But of course we completely empathise what you say and would try very much
to achieve that.

RC A @)Y MBI RREA 2 ) -

Thanks, Colin.  Mr. Tam, you want to respond?
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B3 Sam - Colin, it is about your project, you want to respond?

Mr. Colin Ward (Foster + Partners)

The park is very much connected to the buildings; it fronts all of the buildings.
The park goes from the west through the edge of the Cultural District to Kowloon
Park on the right hand side. The sky rail system we have that runs through the
District and also around the edge of the park. So when you are in the park, you are
no more than 5 minutes’ walk away from a sky rail stop. Within the edges of the
park, we have 6 or 7 of the 17 cultural venues run not only into the city but also into
the park. So as you suggested you have the relationship between the cultural venues
within the city and also within the park. We believe that the park can be and almost
always is all parks that exist in the middle of the city are almost always all things to
all people. It is a great thing about public open spaces; everyone can take ownership
of them and do what they want with them. The best parks themselves are where
everyone has the freedom to do exactly what they want. And in that sense, there is
always a somewhat of a blank canvas for everyone to enjoy. We can, put things in
the park to enable a more specific form of recreation, of course they could be
sculpture garden; of course they could be running tracks; of course they could be
anything you want. But actually as well as this, you need to have the places that you
can just enjoy and occupy and have it, and take ownership for a day, an hour, a minute,
in whichever way you wanted. So we would say that in this moment in time, the
park is possibly being all things to all people. Whatever we hear from you in the
next coming few months will inform that decision possibly more. But in this
moment in time we are quite happy for it to be a very blank canvas. And then it can
be written upon by everyone to make sure it is what people want it to be in the future.
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Work-in-Progress £¢# 4

Annex B ([ff &% B) (a)

FEESABRES BT

Summary of Key Planning and Development Parameters

EESR:

Key Parameters:

PEALSA B AR TS

West Kowloon Cultural District Site Area:

KETESRIER:
GFA:

HAREER:
Plot Ratio:

PREEF 3
Open Space :

R IR
Building Height Restriction

FLA SRR A

Other Development Restrictions:

About £ 40ha /N E

About %Y 725,652.5 sq.m. % 75K

1.81

AP 23 AHH
Not Less than 23ha /\H
(including 20m-wide Promenade & 3 ha Piazza)

(BLfE 20 SKIEVRERIR K 3 A HAVEDS)

FKFEEEDL - 50, 70 & 100 3 mPD

Not more than 20% of total Plot Ratio of WKCD)
for Residential Development

R A L HTEELAR 20%H Y 2R HITH)
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Mr. Michael Lynch SR/ & (19 (B Frel s &= BRE):

kUL > ladies and gentlemen, and a particularly warm welcome to this Town
Hall meeting tailored for you, the Yau Tsim Mong community leaders and residents.
And I’m particularly proud, since I arrived from Australia in July, to be one of your
residents; so it feels good to be able to get the opportunity to be able to talk to you
this morning.

As | said, being a resident of the District for the last couple of months, I am very
aware what an extremely vibrant and dynamic community where the old and the new
blend together, a unique mix of the East and the West. And | guess one of the things

that I’ve taken from my experiences in my first few months with West Kowloon
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Cultural District has been how we want to inspire the West Kowloon Cultural District
with the community in which we are situated.

Today is a very exciting moment for West Kowloon Cultural District. After two
years of work and much talking and listening, particularly to you the local community,
we are now here to share with you the proposed Development Plan, based on Foster +
Partners’ “City Park” concept.

We believe the plan that we are presenting today is a very workable plan. It is a
plan that reflects the aspiration of all the Hong Kong people, especially you as locals
who are living right beside it and around our site. The people of Yau Tsim Mong told
us in previous engagement exercises that connectivity to their district was their
primary concern. We’ve taken great care in the past few months as we refined the
Foster’s plan and worked with Mott MacDonald on the Development Plan to ensure
the District is well connected to its neighbourhood, not only physically, but also the
urban character and ambience of the neighbourhood in which we will exist. You will
hear much more about that from our technical experts in a few minutes.

The one message that | would like really to get across to you, is that the Cultural
District will belong to you and to everybody else in Hong Kong. It is a place for
everyone. Without the involvement, engagement and support of the local community,
in particular you and your families and your friends, your neighbours, this Project
will never come true.

As they say, Rome wasn’t built in a day, and the West Kowloon Cultural District
will take some years to build. While we are moving the Project forward, we are
going to start at the end of this year, doing a number of things on the site to hopefully
convince the people of Yau Tsim Mong and the rest of the city about what West
Kowloon is ultimately going to be; and we will start that Project with the Bamboo
Theatre project being done on the Xigu Theatre site early in 2012.

| give you the undertaking that we will continue to listen to your views as we roll
out the activities and while the building is going on. So we need your support and
we welcome your views.

In a few moments, you’ll see how the views have been taken into account in the
proposed Development Plan and have helped shape the present arts and cultural
facilities that we proposed in Phase 1 of this plan.

The Foster + Partners and Mott MacDonald representatives will give you a short
presentation on how the site’s going to work, the development of the plan, the
connectivity, accessibility and sustainability issues, which we believe characterise

3
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why this plan will work. You will then have your opportunity to make comments, ask
questions; and | look forward to a very lively session and a very good exchange of
views.

I’d just like to take the opportunity to thank Mrs. Vicki Kwok, the Yau Tsim
Mong District Officer, for her wholehearted support, which has been absolutely vital
in this process. And I also want to thank the Yau Tsim Mong District Council for
their support when we presented the proposed Development Plan to them earlier. We
are very encouraged by that support, and we look forward to further engagement. 1’d
also like to thank Professor Stephen Cheung who is chairing our Consultation Panel
and who will lead the discussions today.

Just before I finish, I do urge you all to come and see our exhibition at the Hong
Kong Heritage Discovery Centre inside Kowloon Park if you have not yet had the
opportunity to do so. | hope you will be as excited as we are by the proposals for the
Development Plan and how you can see what we hope to be starting to realise when
we get the approval of the Town Planning Board later in this year.

I’d like to thank you all for giving up your Saturday morning and coming out to
sit in the hall with us and talk about our plans. We very much value our connection to
this community and we look forward to an interesting session. Thank you.
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Fantastic. Thanks.

Good morning. Thank you very much for coming. | might stand down here
actually, a little bit closer to you, so I can just flip the slides, if that’s okay. And I’'m
just hoping that you can see behind me, so [’'m going to be a little bit closer to you.

This is actually what it’s all about. There’s a whole heap of press and
conversation that surrounds West Kowloon Cultural District, but in amongst all of
that, what we want you people particularly to remember actually is that it’s about
delivering 17 Core Arts and Cultural Facilities right into the very heart of your district.
So this is going to be all especially for you.

The slides are a little bit wide, actually. Okay, I’ll keep going.

So these 17 Core Arts and Cultural Facilities, which is development
unprecedented anywhere else in the world. So as a community of people, you can
know that you are being delivered a cultural centre which has never been done
anywhere else in the world ever. So it’s a really amazing achievement that is going to
be delivered right for you. And I think in amongst all the conversations that we have,
it’s worthwhile remembering that that’s actually what’s at the very heart of this
scheme. So it’s an extraordinary thing — it’s going to be produced right on your
doorstep, which is an amazing thing.

The other thing we want to always bear in mind and I think it’s been really
important to us as we developed the scheme, is this — that the park and the streets and
the squares are for us, the 18th cultural venue. So this is the spaces which are
deliberately designed just for you — for the residents, for the community of the Yau
Tsim Mong area, that actually these are spaces that are just for people. They are for
people who are going to the cultural district, whether they want to go to a cultural
event or not; and that makes them for us, | suppose, a key cultural space in their own
right, but also it makes them completely free of charge for all of you.

So, if you like, this new district is a new district that’s being provided just for all
of you, for all the communities that surround WKCDA. And that cultural venue is
being provided for you, completely free of charge, 24 hours a day, 52 weeks of the
year; and again for us is a key part of the Project.

The other third important thing for us too is that actually this is a project which
is designed to reflect the desires, the aspirations, the key dimensions, the fabric of
Hong Kong. It’s designed to reflect Hong Kong’s climate, Hong Kong’s people,
Hong Kong’s culture; and it’s not meant to be an imported piece of culture from
North America or Europe or anywhere else in the world. This is meant to grow from

5
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the very DNA of the streets and the communities that you all live in and that simply
surround the District.

And therefore if you slice a section through the Project, it hopefully begins to
encompass some of those key things that are so interesting and so vibrant in the
communities that you all live in and that are just around here. So that incredible
vertical stacking of uses that provides these incredibly vibrant, zesty, energetic streets
and squares and spaces, that’s what we want to have in this District too. So that when
you look behind the facades, there’s a whole mix of uses, there’s a real rich mix of
life and energy in these areas and that then comes teaming down onto the streets —
again those streets that are there for all of you to enjoy as the neighbours of this
District.

And then embedded in there is also culture. So we get the cultural venues as
part of the everyday urban life that you’ll all enjoy, and the streets and the fabric are
recollections and inspired by the fabric of the streets that are very familiar to all of
you.

So hopefully then, the streets and the squares will look something like this, as a
response to the environment that we have here in Hong Kong — so shaded streets full
of trees shading the major thoroughfares; full of arcades and colonnades so that if it’s
incredibly hot, you can walk under the shade; if it’s splashing down with rain, you
can protect yourself from the rain. But all of these streets and squares and spaces
providing opportunities for people to simply enjoy themselves; but also, crucially as
well, providing opportunities for all of you to engage in cultural activities. So the
young guys who roll down the streets here in Mong Kok not far from here, we want
them to move — or to enjoy being here in Mong Kok, but also to be in West Kowloon
as well. So we want your guys to move to West Kowloon and roll down the streets in
West Kowloon as well.

And we also want you to do all sorts of other things too. So paint in the streets
of West Kowloon; play in the streets of West Kowloon; dance in the streets of West
Kowloon, do whatever you want; but actually all those streets and squares hopefully
should be inhabited by you and your friends doing this kind of thing hopefully
everyday of the week.

So the urban fabric is divided into some complex buildings, but trying to overlay
on top of that a series of quite simple easy-to-understand urban moves that provide a
number of easy-to-understand urban spaces. So, two primary axis that divide the
District — so one running east-west, the other one running north-south from the West
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Kowloon Terminus provide the major urban axis that everyone hopefully will begin
to understand and be oriented by, as they live through the District.

When you arrive from XRL, you get a view something like this. So you’ll
simply walk from the XRL high speed rail straight into the District all on one level,
through a framed view into the main square and through another framed view out
onto the waterfront where the whole panorama of Hong Kong is set there in front of
you.

So therefore if you like, there’re three main spaces that populate the District, or
the three major punctuation spaces that hopefully people will begin to migrate to and
understand, are these three ones here:

o In the west, Artist Square surrounded by the major M+ Museum, the Lyric
Theatre and also the Movie Premiere Theatre.

o In the middle, Central Square, this major axis intersection between the West
Kowloon WKT station and also through the major axis that runs through West
Kowloon itself.

e And at the eastern end, Xigu Square just on Canton Road and Austin Road at
the intersection there, just opposite the Xiqu Centre Complex, which has been
sited there deliberately, so it’s, I guess, an easy walkable distance from all of
your communities here in Yau Tsim Mong.

And all of these spaces again hopefully should be opportunities for activity, for
cultural events, for cultural exchanges, so they can all be inhabited by not just places
to meet and eat and drink, but actually also cultural exchanges. So watch a venue
that’s going on inside one of the venues — if you’re not inside the venue, watch it
outside — sat in the square — having a bite to eat, having a drink. Or also maybe if it’s
too full, you then get it projected on the outside, so sit outside in the square watching
that cultural event — as it unfolds inside, watch it outside.

When you’re in the main avenues, we also want to make sure that the cultural
fabric is represented to you wherever you look. So the major axes, whenever you
look along those, the views will be terminated by a major piece of cultural
infrastructure. So M+ and CCP terminating the vistas on the western end of the site;
and between those, the major cultural venues then lined up, embedded within the
urban fabric, embedded within this rich mix, all of the streets that surrounded these,
then full of life, full of cafés and shops and bars.
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And also at the west end of the Project, the Movie Premiere Theatre — so again,
right at the heart of your community, a Movie Premiere Theatre. Movies obviously
such an important part of the creative culture within Hong Kong, but at the moment,
no Movie Premiere Theatre anywhere in Hong Kong — so within WKCD, a Movie
Premiere Theatre for that red carpet moment which currently is missing within the
cultural fabric of Hong Kong.

And then between these venues, hopefully a whole series of spaces and places
and streets that are further venues for cultural exchange and for cultural performance.
So a number of different small squares and spaces, a number of different streets, all
spaces which can be inhabited by all of you and the community, enjoyed by all of you;
but also enjoyed by the artists, the performers, the performers within the District, so
that they will perform not only in the venues but also in the streets and squares that
surround all of those. So the very fabric is alive with all the cultural activities that are
embedded within the District.

At the other end of the site, the eastern end of the site, the same thing. So the
vista is again terminated by — at the eastern end by the Xiqu Centre and at the western
end by the Music Centre; and between those, again then the major cultural venues
embedded within the fabric, surrounded by cafés and shops. So again this idea of this
real rich mix of city life, so poignant with what you’ve got exactly right here, but with
culture embedded in it as well.

And then one final street — again a link very close to the communities that you
are here in the Yau Tsim Mong area — the market street that we put between the Xiqu
Complex and the Medium Theatre leading from door to front up towards Austin
Station, again a street we think could be really full of all sorts of great potential for
interaction, for cultural exchange, for social exchange and also possibly for
performers as well.

Moving out from that, then obviously the major moves that we had from PE2 are
still very much intact. So the Project is still essentially as it was last time you’ve seen
it, it’s just changed in detail. So the urban fabric still very much intact, the Great Park
still very much intact; and the waterfront though expanded and enriched hopefully —
so that when you’re on the waterfront, you then have a more rich experience, a more
cultural experience too. The headland, the MPV and the Exhibition Centre combined,
one on top of the other. These are two activities which work, we think, very well
together. There’s a great synergy between them, one a predominantly day-time, one a
predominantly night-time activity. And therefore there’s great synergies and great
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potential there to create efficiencies in terms of energy uses, facility uses; so we think
they work very well together on the headland.

And along the waterfront, as we were saying great opportunities — so great
opportunities for cultural events and exchanges; when there’re no events occurring on
these pontoons, you guys can simply use them yourselves. So sit on them, dangle
your feet in the water, enjoy the harbour or perform something on these pontoons
yourselves. And within the park too, other opportunities for cultural events and
cultural exchanges, so the open air theatre and the Freespace linked to that, again are
great opportunities for cultural exchanges of the formal nature; and if nobody’s using
it, then you people can go and use it yourselves.

Throughout the whole district too, as we’ve been saying, we want it to be this
really energetic place that’s a real slice of city life, a real slice of energy that is so
predominant across all of Hong Kong in an urban context. And therefore we want to
make sure that this is a place that people will go to and enjoy themselves, actually
whether they’re going to cultural events or not. So it’s a place that’s an extension of
the city that is your city, so it’s an extension of the Yau Tsim Mong area; and therefore
we want to make it a place that is enjoyable for all of you to go to, even if you’re not
going to a cultural event. And therefore hopefully along the waterfront and through
the whole city fabric, a whole series of possibilities for you to sit next to the
waterfront, have a cup of coffee, have a glass of beer, have a bite to eat with your
friends, with your family, stroll along the waterfront and enjoy a new experience
unlike anywhere else in Hong Kong.

We also wanted to make this an essentially super-connected piece of new city as
well; so, as it’s right on your doorstep, we need to really include it and then link it
into all the communities that are your communities. So if we just slowly rotate and
then look at how that might begin to work, you can see — okay I’m going to carry on
and hopefully it (the slides) will be a bit clearer, 'm hoping you can kind of see that.

What that shows is effectively you can simply walk into the District from
Canton Road, and you can simply walk into the District from Kowloon Park too; So
starting if you like from the south and working your way round, and you’ll just
simply be able to walk into the District from Canton Road, and from Kowloon Park.

You’ll also be able to walk into it too from Austin Road and from obviously
the whole Temple Street-Yau Ma Tei-Jordan area as well. So there’ll be a direct
connection from Austin Road on the underpass straight into the District.
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And then from Austin Station, through Austin Station, across the bridge,
through King George V Park, and then across into the Shanghai Street-Temple Street
area as well.

So these will be direct bridge-linked garden bridges, that make accessibility not
just for all of the young and healthy people like all of you, but actually people who
may have buggies; wheelchairs; ambulant/disabled people; elderly people; everybody
making it, so that this is a completely accessible for everyone throughout the
community — a place you can simply access just by walking across bridges. So cars
are taken out of the equation, you’ll never have to come across a car. You’ll either be
going above it or below it, and so you’ll simply be able to access the District in a very
direct way.

In terms of connections, the MTR again, are all being considered, so from
Tsim Sha Tsui just walk through the park and then across the garden bridge, straight
into the District again. No contact with cars, you’ll be able to walk straight into the
District.

And from Jordan Station again, walk along Austin Road then walk through the
underpass and again straight into the District, no contact with cars.

Austin Station, walk straight from Austin Station, straight across into the
District at 1st floor level, no contact with cars. You’ll simply be able to walk straight
into the District.

From West Kowloon Terminus, you’ll just again be able to walk straight from
West Kowloon Terminus as you arrive all on one level, simply walk into the District
again. Cars will be below you, you’ll be walking across them at completely
uninterrupted traffic.

And then again from Kowloon Station, walk in from Elements, from the ice
skating rink, you’ll walk straight out from the ice skating rink, and simply walk
straight into the District without anything getting in your way whatsoever.

And then three more bridges — one, two and three here — again providing
direct access from the communities, from the transportation systems or for any other
elements, just walk straight into the District again without any impediment from
traffic blocking your way.

So this is I guess, as much as we can try to make this a really super-connected
piece of city that people can simply walk into and from all points of the compass. We
also then have access obviously to the bus stations as well. So from the PTls, the one
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obviously at the China Ferry Terminal. Again, direct access straight from that as far
as we can into the District, and also then further afield above — XRL, and again direct
access from these straight into the District.

And then finally, | guess from the other side, from the south and from the west,
water transportation links as well. So previously we had one ferry pier, now we have
two; and hopefully this then provides access again from ferries; harbour hoppers;
water taxis from further afield, so linking the whole district not just into your
communities but from districts further afield, from Hong Kong island and the
outlying islands as well.

What we also wanted to say is that within the District as well then, there’s not
just, I guess, the transportation system that exists within the District but actually,
we’re trying to emphasise that for us, the transportation is not just key to make it
work within here, but it’s key to make it work within here; it’s key to make it work
within all of the community that you sit in. So although within the District there will
be a bio-bus, an eco-bus system that buzzes people around within the District, that
will then be extended out so into the blue area as well. So this is again a way of
connecting the very fabric — the new fabric that we’re creating with the existing fabric
that you all live in. So the bio-buses and eco-buses will then be extended out, picking
people up in the community — that your community as well, and bringing them into
the District.

If we then have a look at that image that | had slightly earlier on when we were
talking about what it will be like to be in the District, and the life and activity that
occurs up above here, and we’ll also then do — if you slice that view and look below
the ground, you get this. So, down here, you can see all the traffic, all the cars, all the
drop-offs are occurring down there. So while we make sure that above ground, it’s
full of life and activity and people — this is all about people enjoying themselves and
giving opportunities for people to really enjoy this new space, so all the streets and
squares are for all of you; down below ground, all the traffic; all the drop-offs; all the
taxis; all the coaches. So a very simple point-to-point drop-off — so if you get
dropped off here by a member of your family, you then simply walk into this into the
venue here, or you grab an escalator and you arrive into the District up above. So a
very simple point-to-point drop-off, but a crucial layering of the whole infrastructure
so that all the cars and servicing are down below ground, which means that the above
ground spaces are all for people without any cars, any traffic, any pollution to be
anywhere near it.

11
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What that does is that it frees up a lot of space within the city fabric for events —
as we were talking about, this is the 18th cultural venue that is for all of you. This is
freeing-up all those public spaces for all of you to enjoy in the city, and also in the
park. Obviously this then frees up a huge amount of area to make sure the park is in
this 23 hectares of open space — again for all of you to enjoy. So if you like a public
space that’s right on your doorstep for all of you to enjoy all year round.

The last couple of slides for me — I’ll go very fast, I’ve been told to speed up.
I’ll go very fast. The last few slides for me are just on about what the District is all
about in a community sense. It’s not just about international talents, it’s about
community talents; and what we want to try and do is to make sure that, I suppose, all
the local groups that are very much a part of your urban fabric are all a key part of
this fabric too. So all of these guys — all the street performers which we know so well
in your community and all these other people too — are given an opportunity to be a
part of this District, right from day one. And the Authority is to be hugely applauded.
They’ve done some fantastic work on making sure that within the District there are
over 30,000 square metres of facilities that will accommodate simply that.

So all of these uses are embedded and sprinkled through the District inherently
in the urban fabric; so there are opportunities for schools, for local performers, for
artists, for exhibitions, and for local people to be taught and trained within the District
too. So its key events sprinkled right throughout the District.

My last slide — we always wanted the District to be a completely sustainable
place for us to go, not just environmentally and economically, but socially too. It was
kind of key that it became an extension of all of your communities. We wanted it to
be a socially inclusive district that excluded no one, and that way we wanted it to be a
sustainable social district too. Hopefully by improving the links and maintaining all
the links, and extending them out into your communities, that’s what it will simply
become. And if you all adopt it as an extension to your very neighbourhoods, and
then hopefully it becomes a socially inclusive piece of a neighbourhood that you’ll all
adopt and enjoy. By doing that, it will have a hopefully a sustainable future moving
forward.

That’s it for me. I think now over to Dickson.
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Mr. Colin Ward (Foster + Partners):

Great, thanks Stephen.

“We hope it’ll be fantastic too” is my short answer to your question. It’s a really
good point. We’ve actually worked both in our team and the Mott guys have worked
in their team with some specialist landscape designers, who are excellent in their field.
And the idea of making the park a completely new experience is obviously the main
point, and that way we’ve been looking at how it can become a new cultural
experience and a new experience in terms of people’s social activities too; so cultural
events within the park, cultural opportunities within the park, but also a completely
new way of people interacting with the park.

Also we want to have it that it’s a park which is totally different from traditional
LCSD parks in Hong Kong, with the greatest respect to LCSD, but we don’t want it
to be like that. We want it to be a park actually which is about all of you, the people
being able to simply enjoy yourselves.

And in that sense then, we want the landscaping to respond to that too. So we’ve
been looking at the possibilities of having areas of the park that have different
colours — the Japanese maples that Stephen’s talked to me, cherry blossoms are a case
in point.

So, areas where there will be different colours of trees during different seasons.
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Areas of the park where there will be different smells — we want different
fragrances in different parts of the park as well.

Areas of the park where there are different sizes, where some of the trees are
huge, some of them are small.

And also different parts of the park where there are incredible biodiversities, so
to try and actually enhance not just birds but also butterflies, also bugs, so there’s a
real biodiversity within the park as well.

So these kind of layers of complexity and layers of richness within the park are
absolutely what we will be trying to achieve in a number of different areas all across
the park. Kowloon Park has the advantage on us that it’s been there for many many
decades, obviously we’ll be starting from new; but the intention is still to be exactly
what you said — that hopefully your grandchildren and great-grandchildren will be
still looking at the Great Park and marvelling at how fantastic it is. At that point, the
trees will be enormous and full of flavours and full of character the way we’ve been
talking about. But the intention is to certainly provide the biodiversity the way
you’ve been talking.
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Mr. Colin Ward (Foster + Partners):

We would love to have an underground link into Kowloon Station. You
simply can’t do it. That’s the problem. We’ve researched it hugely, and then the
Mott’s team have done an enormous amount of work on trying to see if there’s any
way of threading an underground link from WKCD into Kowloon Station at platform
level; and the Kowloon Station development is so huge; the piles go so deep and there
are so many of them, you simply can’t thread an underpass through that mass of piles
that go down into the ground.

So although we would love to do it, we completely agree with you, it’s
actually physically impossible. So acknowledging that it’s physically impossible,
how do you then make the best of it? So that’s why then we’ve actually put the
pedestrian links in at ground level, so from Elements — from the ice skating rink
corner, you simply walk across there straight into the District, and then at three other
locations within the height of the development too. So, hopefully almost whatever
height you’re on within the development — apart from basement — there will be an
opportunity for you to simply walk across straight into the District. And that’s the

best that we can possibly imagine with the constraints that we’ve been given,
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Mr. Colin Ward (Foster + Partners):

No problem. Thank you.

Thanks for your question. Internal connectivity obviously is key. It may not
have come across. The slides were quite washed out, so it probably didn’t come
across very cleverly. But the idea within the District is that there will be bio-buses; so
if you arrive at Austin Station and you’ve only got 5 minutes to get to the MPV at the
other end, then simply jump on a bio-bus, and it will buzz you to the other end of the
District without any problem.

20



WKCDPE3-008-20111008

If you have more time, and it’s not hot and sticky, then by all means stroll
through the District and grab a cup of coffee on your way. If you’ve got a little bit of
time but it’s a bit hot and sticky, well then you can walk under the shade of the trees
or walk in the colonnades; and again hopefully that should shade you with the breezes
blowing through. It should be cool enough for you to walk through the District
hopefully on a breezy day. But if it’s — as I say, if you don’t want to walk, then just
jump on a bio-bus or bump on a travelator and they’ll buzz you to the other end of the
District anyway.

There’s your concern about the 15,000 people arriving and discharging from the
District, is a good one. Actually, on your left is Lily who conveniently is our
transportation guru for the whole project — conveniently just on your left there. So I’d
encourage you to talk to Lily afterwards actually, who knows all about transportation
within the District. And she has helped — Lily and the MVA team, who are fantastic
transportation engineers, who helped both the Mott’s team and our Foster’s team as
well to organise transportation across the District. They’ve done all the transport
planning for all the district and a wider context as well. They are fully versed in all
the issues regarding people flows in and out of the District, and they not only know
the District, our district — not only West Kowloon — they’ve also organised the people
flows for XRL and the surrounding areas as well. So they have in-depth statistical
knowledge and in-depth experience on making sure that the people flows work within
the District.

And interesting enough in relation to the MPV — correct me if I’m wrong, Lily —
95% of the people actually who go there will arrive by public transport; and all of
those then actually arrive by Kowloon Station and the buses — if I’m right, Lily. So in
actual fact, linking it to that end of the site actually is exactly the right place for it
geographically and strategically for the people arriving on that District, which is one
of the main reasons why it’s there. Also then, ease of egress when there’s 15,000
people discharging in the 10 minutes after a performance, again it gives them multiple
options for moving away either on buses north or south on the Western Harbour
Crossing, or by the bio-bus within the District, or taxis or cars or drop-offs or coaches.
Or simply if they want to then go for another cup of coffee or a beer within the
District after the performance, they can do that, and then where they’ll walk away to
Austin Road or Tsim Sha Tsui or wherever they want to go. But strategically from a
transportation point of view, that’s actually the best position for the venue within the
whole context of the District.

Just one before | pass back over to Louis to talk about the positioning artistically,
just on your point too about where we are in the whole process, absolutely we are at
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the beginning of the beginning, if you like, in terms of the District, which is great
news although maybe slightly frustrating after it’s been going for 10 years, but that’s
actually where we are. We’re right at the beginning of this whole process, and
therefore the co-ordination you talked about in making sure that the buildings will be
extraordinary, | have utmost faith that there are incredibly talented people around the
world who will be delighted to design these venues and make them extraordinary
venues. This is an unparalleled complex, and it’s an unparalleled project. I know that
the world’s great architects are queuing up to get involved in this Project because we
are one of them and we are queuing up. And therefore actually I know that we are not
alone in that aspect, and 1 know the Authority have an abundance of riches at their
disposal for people to do fantastic buildings. So rest assured on that one, it will be
extraordinary and there will be some fantastic buildings resulting from all of that.
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Mr. Colin Ward (Foster + Partners):

Yes, absolutely. We think there should be cycling in the park and on the
waterfront. | think actually even if you look in one of the images here, you can even
see someone here cycling through the park. We absolutely definitely want cycling
through the park. We’d actually -- even looking at — | know the Authority is looking
to the possibility actually of maybe even having rental bike stations and things
through the park. We definitely want people to cycle through the park, walk your dog
in the park, lie on the grass, run through the park, jog in the park, play in the water
fountains, have a cup of coffee, have a picnic, kick a football, throw a frisbee, all of
those things are absolutely what we want people to do in the park, and cycling — most
definitely.
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