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v.! INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRBUPTION

BRBEE
Commissioner, ICAC
Our Ref: ICAC ADM CR 1-55/23 (C)Pt2 CONFIBENTHAL
Your Ref: CB4/SC/12
By Hand
8 April 2014

Ms Anita SIT

Clerk to Select Committee
Legislative Council
Legislation Council Complex
1 Legislative Council Road
Central

Hong Kong

Dear Ms Sit,

Select Committee to Inquire into Matters Relating to
Mr Timothy TONG’s Duty Visits, Entertainment, and
Bestowing and Receipt of Gifts during his Tenure as
Commissioner of the Independent Commission Against Corruption

Further to my letter dated 26 March 2014, I attach replies to question
----- Item 2 of your letter dated 5 March 2014 and all the questions of your letter dated
27 March 2014 in English and Chinese version, for your necessary action please.

Yours sincerely,

(Simon Y L PEH)
Commissioner
Independent Commission Against Corruption
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Annex 2

Item 2 : Details on the items, unit costs, occasions and recipients of the gifts
offered by the ICAC, including “Commission-wide” gifts and gifts
offered by individual departments, from July 2012 to February 2014.

»  From July 2012 to February 2014, the ICAC offered about 930 ICAC souvenirs
to organisations visiting the ICAC, organisations visited, organisers/speakers of
overseas courses and trainees, organisers of international/regional
conferences/seminars and representatives of participating organisations, guest
speakers of the ICAC training activities, assisting organisations, overseas
trainees, retiring members of the ICAC advisory committees, and guests
attending the ICAC major events, etc. Apart from these ICAC souvenirs, the
Commission also bestowed 5 gift items, including books (“Bribery & Corruption
Law in Hong Kong™) and ballpens to organisations visited during duty visits and
retiring members of an ICAC advisory committee. There are 2 gift items (wine
glasses and tea set) presented to local dignitaries on their wedding banquet or
birthday party.

»  Apart from the above ICAC souvenirs and gifts, during the period the ICAC also
offered the ICAC annual report, the “ICAC Investigators” compact discs, the
“ICAC 40™ Anniversary Special” compact discs and anti-corruption/publicity
publications to various organisations, visitors and guests attending the ICAC’s
activities for the purpose of promoting the work of the ICAC.

»  Moreover, during the corruption prevention publicity and educational activities,
e.g. the ICAC mobile exhibitions, district carnivals, game booths, the ICAC open
day, ICAC seminars/forums etc., the Commission also distributed promotional
souvenirs such as pens, rubbers, rulers, notepads, bookmarks, Octopus card
holders, key chains and mobile phone lanyards to members of the public and
participants, costing from $0.4 to $38 each. On those occasions, the ICAC also
presented souvenirs to the guests of honours, organisations and individuals that
provided assistance, guest speakers, adjudicators and participants of, among
others, the ICAC Club and i-League members to express gratitude for their
assistance and participation. The souvenirs concerned included the ICAC
Building displays, the ICAC paperweights (name card holders), the ICAC
commemorative plaques, windbreakers and framed commemorative certificates,
etc., costing from $6.1 to $440 each.
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Annex 1

Item 1: Whether the Commissioner of ICAC must seek approval from the
Chief Executive for personal retention of gifts offered/presented to him
in his official capacity, irrespective of the values of these gifts. Please
specify the relevant regulations.

» The Commissioner complies with the Civil Service Bureau Circular No. 4/2007
on “Advantages/entertainment offered to an officer in his official capacity and
gifts and donations to a department for the benefit of staff” with regard to the
acceptance of gifts in his official capacity. In accordance with the above CSB
Circular, the Commissioner shall apply to the Chief Executive for approval if he
wishes to personally retain a gift received in his official capacity except under the
following circumstances:

<> the value of the gift does not exceed $50 or 0.1% of his substantive salary,
whichever is the higher;

<> the value of the gift exceeds $50 or 0.1% of his substantive salary,
whichever is the higher, but less than $400 and the gift is personally
inscribed with the Commissioner’s name or received by him at a function
as the guest of honour or an officiating guest.
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Annex 2

Item 2 : All relevant records on the requests made by Mr Timothy TONG for
personal retention of gifts offered to him in his official capacity during
his tenure as the Commissioner of ICAC.

» This Commission has provided in our reply dated 19 February 2014 the records
of the applications made by Mr Timothy TONG to the Chief Executive for
personal retention of gifts received in his official capacity as the Commissioner of
the ICAC. As the information requested in this question involves the ICAC’s
investigation into whether Mr TONG has committed the alleged offences under
the Prevention of Bribery Ordinance and the common law offence of misconduct
in public office, we cannot provide further details and the related records.
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