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Chairman

BiJls Committce on Bevting Duty (Amendruent) Bill 2013
Legislative Conneil

Hong Kong SAR

18 May 2013

nent) Bill 2

Dear Chairman

I bave heen invalved in horseracing in Hong Kong a8 a horse owner for 25
years. During this tirne, I have witnessed the development of the sport in
Hong Kong from a somewhat amateurish affair to become a truly
profesaional industry. Today, Hong Kang can proudly enjoy its status as
the world’s bost horsoracing city.

As with all aspects of society, horseracing has grown to hecome highly
internationalised, with horses competing in different. markets and fans
enjoying oversens races. This is an exciting development for horse owners
like inyself as xuy horses can gain international exposure and experience.
Equally important, people from all over the world also get to appreciate
the professionaliaro, and high standards of Hong Kong’s horseracing.

Yet, despite having a great reputation as a horseracing vity, Hong Kong's
development as an international capital of horseracing has been hold hack
by the lack of a commingling regime. Cornmingling is a global trend and
Hong Kong is lagging behind. Most of the major xacing jurisdictions haves
already implemented (wo-way commingling. This makes Hong Kong the
last major racing jurisdiction not to have udopted this international

practice.
Indeed, the continuing internationalisation of the sport wmeans that
horseracing has hecorne an “export business”, where the goal is to present

not just a lively product, but aleo a fair way for fane around the world to
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participate, Thiz wil) in turn enhance tho opportunities of international
exposure for my horses and for all horses competing in Hong Kong.

As a horse owner, [ wonld like fans of my horses to have access to the
same odds when they compets in overseas races. At preaent, I fear fans of
Jocally based horses are turned off by not having access to the same odds.
Morcover, 1 decply resent unscrupulons, unauthorised opexators tuking
advantage of the current lack of commingling to make unfair gains from
the arhitrage of odds, thereby indirectly robbiag from racing fans.

As n stakeholder in the local horseracing industry, I am also concernud
that the lack of commingling conld eventaally threaten the sport’s
development becanse maximising the exposure of [long Kong races is
¢erucla) to the long term sustainability of the indusuy, which support
thousands of raciug professionals, including trainers, jorksy, mafus and

more.

More braadly speaking, as 2 member of the Hong Kong community, I
firmly believe that Hong Kong conld ill afford not to introduce
commingling. Major overscas racing jurisdictions have started
sommingling on a reciprocal basis while offshore betting hubs are being
estohlished to erode Hong Kong pools. Jf nothing is done, offshore and
illegal betting could have a negative impact on industry, resulting in a
significani loss of tax revenue for the Government.

In surn, I believe the introduction of two-way commingling would hencfic
horseraving in Hong Kong and the community ¢ Inrge.

Navid Boehm
Torse QOwner
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