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Bills Committee on the Child Abduction Legislation 
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2013 

 
The Administration’s response to the two issues raised  

at the Bills Committee meeting on 24 June 2014 
 

This paper responds to the two issues raised at the meeting of the 
Bills Committee on the Child Abduction Legislation (Miscellaneous 
Amendment) Bill 2013 (the Bill) held on 24 June 2014.   
 

Amendments to section 18(5)(b) of the Child Abduction and Custody 
Ordinance (Cap.512) (CACO) 
 
2. Having considered the draft Committee Stage Amendments (CSAs) 
proposed by the Administration, the Bills Committee requested the 
Administration to consider amending “or suspended on appeal” in the 
proposed revised section 18(5)(b) of CACO to read “or suspended pending 
or on appeal”.   We have now amended the section to improve clarity as 
shown in yellow in the mark-up copy of the Bill at the Annex to this paper.  
 
Information on children being stopped at immigration control points 
in breach of a court order prohibiting removal 
 
3. At present, upon the granting of a court order prohibiting the 
removal of a child out of Hong Kong, the concerned parent may inform 
the Immigration Department (ImmD) of the order.  The personal 
particulars of the child who is the subject of the order will then be placed 
on the ImmD’s computer system.  When a child is presented for 
departure examination at the control point, the immigration officer will, as 
a matter of operational procedure, examine the travel document of the 
child, verify his/her identity by comparing the facial appearance against 
the photo affixed on the travel document, and verify the child’s personal 
particulars against the computer record to identify whether the child is the 
subject of the order.  In case of doubt, the child and/or the accompanying 
person will be examined to ascertain the identity of the child, and whether 
the necessary leave of the court is obtained or terms specified in the order 
are fulfilled.  If the immigration officer considers that the child is being 
removed out of Hong Kong in breach of the relevant order, the officer will 
not allow him/her to depart.  
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4. In 2011, 2012 and 2013, there were respectively 1171, 1266 and 
1326 cases of interception at control points involving children aged under 
18 against whom a court order was granted prohibiting his/her removal 
from Hong Kong.  The ImmD does not maintain statistics on children 
intercepted by age.  
 
5. As a professional and experienced immigration service, 
immigration officers in Hong Kong are well trained in examination of 
passengers and their travel documents.  Training is also provided for 
frontline officers to enhance their awareness and sensitivity vis-à-vis 
persons with special needs, including children of tender age, etc.. 
 
 
 
 
Labour and Welfare Bureau 
Immigration Department 
July 2014 




























































































