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Item No. 1 - FCR(2012-13)53

HEAD 170 - SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Subhead 000 Operational expenses

Subhead 180 Social security allowance scheme

The meeting continued the deliberation on the item FCR(2012-13)53
regarding the funding and establishment proposals for the implementation of
the Old Age Living Allowance (OALA).

2. The Chairman briefed members on the meeting arrangement for the
day. He said that 16 motions had been received from Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung
who intended to move the motions in accordance with paragraph 37A of the
Finance Committee (FC) Procedure to express views on the item.
The Chairman said that 13 of these motions had been ruled to be in order.
Dr Fernando CHEUNG Chiu-hung had also submitted one motion to be moved
under paragraph 37A of the FC Procedure to express his dissatisfaction with the
Administration over its approach in handling the OALA scheme.

3. The Chairman added that the two members' motions would be dealt
with after members had finished asking questions on the funding proposal. He
ordered that members' question time would be five minutes, including the
Administration's reply.

4, In response to the request from Mr WONG kwok-hing, the Chairman
said that as agreed at the previous meetings, verbatim records would be
prepared for the discussion on the agenda item.

5. At the invitation of the Chairman, Ms CHAN Yuen-han, Chairman of
the Panel on Welfare Services (Welfare Panel), reported that a special meeting
of the Welfare Panel was held on 29 October, 2012 to listen to the views of 43
groups and individuals on the OALA proposals. Most groups and individual
did not agree with the Administration's proposal to impose asset limit and
means declarations for applicants.




-5 -

6. Ms CHAN Yuen-han said that following the meeting with
deputations, Welfare Panel members considered that the views of the groups
and individuals, had been clearly expressed, and that the Administration had
given response. Further queries and comments could be made at the FC
meeting for reaching a final decision. Ms CHAN added that many Welfare
Panel members considered that the Panel had not yet thoroughly discussed the
Administration's proposal. They, therefore, did not agree that the
Administration should submit the proposal for FC's approval at this stage.

7. Dr Fernando CHEUNG Chiu-hung, Mr WONG Kwok-hing,
Mr Albert HO Chun-yan, Ms Starry LEE Wai-king, Ms Emily LAU Wai-hing,
Dr LAU Wong-fat, Mr Alan LEONG Kah-kit, Mr Jeffrey LAM Kin-fung,
Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung, Mr WU Chi-wai, Mr CHAN Chi-chuen, Mr LEUNG
Che-cheung, Mr CHEUNG Kwok-che, Mr Abraham SHEK Lai-him, Mr Albert
CHAN Wai-yip, Ms CHAN Yuen-han, Mr TAM Yiu-chung, Ms Cyd HO
Sau-lan, Mr SIN Chung-kai, Dr KWOK Ka-ki, Mrs Regina IP LAU Suk-yee,
and Mr Martin LIAO Cheung-kong spoke on the item FCR(2012-13)53.

8. Secretary for Labour and Welfare and Director of Social Welfare
responded to members' views and questions.

9. At 8:45 pm, the Chairman ordered that the meeting be adjourned and
that discussion would resume at 9:00 pm.

10. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.
(Verbatim transcript of the proceedings of this meeting is at the

Appendix.)

Leqislative Council Secretariat
20 December 2012
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Finance Committee of the Legislative Council
Minutes of the 5™ meeting
held at the Conference Room 1 of the Legislative Council Complex
on Tuesday, 30 October 2012, at 6:47 pm

( Verbatim Transcript )
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