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Item No. 1 - FCR(2012-13)54

HEAD 170 - SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Subhead 000 Operational expenses

Subhead 180 Social security allowance scheme

The Chairman briefed members on the meeting arrangements for
the deliberation of the agenda item on the Old Age Living Allowance (OALA)
proposal. He said that the Finance Committee (FC) had not completed the
deliberation on the proposal at the meeting held on 30 October 2012. As the
Administration proposed that the effective date of OALA would tie in with
the first day of the month in which FC approved the funding application,
the Chairman said that the Administration had withdrawn the FC paper
FCR(2012-13)53 and had submitted the current version, (FCR(2012-13)54,
for members' consideration which reflected the latest effective date and
financial commitment.

2. The Chairman advised that the item sought the Committee's approval
of a supplementary provision of $2,575.2 million in 2012-13 under Head 170
Social Welfare Department for introducing OALA; and an increase in the
ceiling placed on the total notional annual mid-point salary value of all
non-directorate posts in the permanent establishment of Social Welfare
Department in 2012-13 from $1,982,675,000 by $23,264,040 to $2,005,939,040
to create 90 non-directorate civil service posts for implementing OALA.

3. The Chairman reminded members that verbatim transcript would
be prepared for the Committee's proceedings on this item. Members agreed.
The Chairman requested members to pass to him the wording of motions
members intended to move, if any, under paragraph 37A of the FC Procedure
so as to allow sufficient time for the Secretariat to process, and for him to
consider whether the motion was directly related to the agenda item under
discussion.

4, The Chairman invited members to speak on the item. In response
to Mrs Regina IP LAU Suk-yee, the Chairman announced that initially the
speaking time for each member would be five minutes. He would invite
members to raise questions and the Administration to reply within the
speaking time. When members raised no more questions, he would deal
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with the motions, proposed by members in accordance with paragraph 37A of
the FC Procedures and then put the proposal to vote.

5. Mr WONG Kwok-kin, Dr Joseph LEE Kok-long, Mrs Regina IP
LAU Suk-yee, Mr James TIEN Pei-chun, Mr Vincent FANG Kang, Mr LEE
Cheuk-yan, Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung, Dr Fernando CHEUNG Chiu-hung, Mr
CHAN Chi-chuen, Dr KWOK Ka-ki, Mr Martin LIAO Cheung-kong, Mr
CHAN Han-pan, Ms Cyd HO Sau-lan, Mr Michael TIEN Puk-sun, Mr Albert
HO Chun-yan, Mr SIN Chung-kai, Mr WU Chi-wai, Ms Emily LAU
Wai-hing, Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung, Mr WONG Yuk-man, Mr James TO
Kun-sun spoke on the item.

6. Secretary for Labour and Welfare, Director of Social Welfare,
Permanent Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury (Treasury), and
Deputy Director of Social Welfare (Administration) responded to members'
views and questions.

7. The Chairman instructed that the speaking time for the second
round of questions would be three minutes.

8. Mr LEE Cheuk-yan and Dr Fernando CHEUNG Chiu-hung spoke
on the item. Secretary for Labour and Welfare responded members' views
and questions.

9. At 5:40 pm, the Chairman ordered that the meeting be adjourned and
that discussion would resume at 5:50 pm.

10. The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 pm.

(Verbatim transcript of the proceedings of this meeting is at the
Appendix.)

Legislative Council Secretariat
24 January 2013
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Finance Committee of the Legislative Council
Minutes of the 8" meeting
held at the Conference Room 1 of the Legislative Council Complex
on Friday, 9 November 2012, at 3:40 pm
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