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Ms Christy YAU Legislative Assistant (1)7

Item No. 1 - FCR(2012-13)54

HEAD 170 - SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Subhead 000 Operational expenses

Subhead 180 Social security allowance scheme

The meeting continued the deliberation on the item FCR(2012-13)54
regarding the funding and establishment proposals for the implementation of the
Old Age Living Allowance (OALA) scheme.

2. The Chairman reminded members that each could speak for not more
than three minutes during the second round of questions, including the
Administration's reply.

3. Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung, Mr CHAN Chi-chuen, Ms Cyd HO,
Mr CHEUNG Kwok-che and Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung spoke on the item.

4, Secretary for Labour and Welfare (SLW), Director of Social Welfare
(DSW) and Permanent Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
(Treasury) (PS(Tsy)) responded to members' views and questions.

5. The Chairman ordered that that each member could speak for not
more than two minutes during the third round of questions, including the
Administration’s reply.

6. Mr LEE Cheuk-yan queried the Chairman's decision to shorten
members' speaking time to two minutes as early as during the third round of
questions. He argued that in the previous terms of the Finance Committee
(FC), it would have taken several more rounds of questions from members
before the chairman reduced the speaking time of member to the same interval.
He asked whether the Chairman was setting new rules for FC meetings. The
Chairman said that it was within his authority to determine the question time for
members in a debate, and that members should have had sufficient time to
express their views and file their questions with the Administration on OALA.

7. Ms Cyd HO Sau-lan raised a point of order. She queried the basis on
which the Chairman set the question time, and asked if the Chairman intended
to shorten members' question time further to one minute or less if members
persisted in asking questions which the Administration had evaded answering.
The Chairman said that he would exercise his judgment in the light of the
prevailing situation as the debate progressed. Ms Cyd HO said that the
Chairman should set out the rules on speaking time clearly for members'
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reference. She commented that the Chairman's way of handling members'
question time was unreasonable.

8. The Chairman said that he would progressively reduce the question
time and he reminded members to leave sufficient time for the Administration to
respond within the question time.

9. Mr LEE Cheuk-yan and Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung spoke on the item.
SLW and DSW responded to members' views and questions.

10. The Chairman ordered that each member could speak for not more
than two minutes during the fourth round of questions, including the
Administration's reply.

11. Dr Fernando CHEUNG Chiu-hung, Mr LEE Cheuk-yan, Mr WONG
Yuk-man, Mr James TO Kun-sun, Mr Alan LEONG Kah-kit, Dr Kwok Ka-kit
and Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung continued to speak on the item. SLW, DSW.
Deputy Director of Social Welfare (Administration) (DDSW(Admin))
responded to members' views and questions.

12. The Chairman ordered that the question time from the fifth round of
questions onward would be one minute.

13. Mr LEE Cheuk-yan, Dr Fernando CHEUNG Chiu-hung,
Mr CHEUNG Kwok-che, Dr Kwok Ka-ki, Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung, Mr CHAN
Chi-chuen, Ms Cyd HO, Mr SIN Chung-kai and Mr Frederick FUNG Kin-kee
spoke on the item.

14, SLW, DSW, PS(Tsy) and DDSW(Admin) responded to members'
views and questions.

15. At 8:10 pm, the Chairman ordered that the meeting be adjourned and
would resume at 8:20 pm.

16. The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.
(Verbatim transcript of the proceedings of this meeting is at the

Appendix.)

Legislative Council Secretariat
24 January 2013
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Finance Committee of the Legislative Council
Minutes of the 8" meeting
held at the Conference Room 1 of the Legislative Council Complex
on Friday, 9 November 2012, at 5:50 pm

( Verbatim Transcript )
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