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S-DEVB(PL)04 SV033 MO, Claudia 138 (2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 
S-DEVB(PL)05 SV031 SHEK Lai-him, 
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S-DEVB(PL)06 SV030 SIN Chung-kai 138 (2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 
S-DEVB(PL)07 S066 WONG Kwok-hing 138 (2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 
S-DEVB(PL)08 S185 LO Wai-kwok 82 (-) Buildings and Building Works 
S-DEVB(PL)09 SV027 LO Wai-kwok 82 (-) Buildings and Building Works 
S-DEVB(PL)10 SV032 TIEN Pei-chun, James 82 (-) Buildings and Building Works 
S-DEVB(PL)11 SV029 LO Wai-kwok 33 (3) Provision of Land and 

Infrastructure 
S-DEVB(PL)12 S146 WU Chi-wai 118 (2) District Planning 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)01  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 SV023 
   
Head: 138 Government Secretariat: 

 Development Bureau 
(Planning and Lands 
Branch) 

 

Subhead (No. & title): 000 Operational 
expenses 

Programme: 
 

(2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Development 
(Planning and Lands) 
 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 
 

Question: 
 
In connection with the discussion on measures to increase land supply, the Administration is 
requested to provide information on how much resources have been earmarked in 2013-14 
for carrying out planning studies on the North East New Territories. 
 
Asked by: Hon. KWOK Ka-ki 
 
Reply: 
 
The estimated expenditure for the North East New Territories New Development Areas 
(NENT NDAs) Planning and Engineering Study (the Study) being undertaken by the Civil 
Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) and Planning Department (PlanD) 
in 2013-14 is about $8.5 million.  As regards manpower input, three officers of PlanD and 
six officers from CEDD are assigned to oversee the Study in 2013-14.  Within 
Development Bureau, three officers are involved in overseeing various planning and 
engineering studies, including the Study, as part of their overall duties.  In addition, some 
supporting staff of the Bureau and the two departments provide technical and clerical 
services for the Study also as part of their overall duties. 
 
 
 

Name in block letters: Thomas Chow 

Post Title: 
Permanent Secretary for Development 

(Planning and Lands) 

Date: 16.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)02  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 SV028 
   
Head: 138 Government Secretariat: 

 Development Bureau 
(Planning and Lands 
Branch) 

 

Subhead (No. & title): 000 Operational 
expenses 

Programme: 
 

(2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Development 
(Planning and Lands) 
 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 
 

Question: 
 
The Administration is requested to explain whether the targets of the Land Sale 
Programmes can be achieved as anticipated as the planning procedures of some of the sites 
have not been completed. 
 
Asked by: Hon. LO Wai-kwok 
 
Reply: 
 
The Government has included in the 2013-14 Land Sale Programme sites that it anticipates 
can be made available for sale in the year, and plans to initiate the sale of all the sites, 
subject to the outcome of the necessary planning procedures for the relevant sites, 
to increase land supply to the greatest extent.  The departments concerned will accord 
priority to the relevant preparatory work and strive to speed up the completion of the 
relevant procedures.  The actual result of land sale will be subject to market conditions. 
 
 
 

Name in block letters: Thomas Chow 

Post Title: 
Permanent Secretary for Development 

(Planning and Lands) 

Date: 16.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)03  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 S144 
   
Head: 138 Government Secretariat: 

 Development Bureau 
(Planning and Lands 
Branch) 

 

Subhead (No. & title): 000 Operational 
expenses 

Programme: 
 

(2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Development 
(Planning and Lands) 
 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 
 

Question: 
 
Follow-up on Reply Serial No. DEVB(PL)020 
 
It is stated in the reply that the Lands Department had received 80 applications for 
wholesale conversion up to end February 2013, of which 52 applications had been approved.  
Of the 52 approved applications, ten applied for change into “place of recreation, sports or 
culture” use, among other new uses.  To follow up on this, how many applications for 
change into “place of recreation, sports or culture” use, among other new uses, have been 
received among the above 80 applications?  How many applications for change into “place 
of recreation, sports or culture” use have been rejected?  What are the reasons for the 
rejection? 
 
Asked by: Hon. MA Fung-kwok 
 
Reply: 
 
Up to end February 2013, of the 80 applications relating to wholesale conversion of 
industrial buildings received, 13 applied for change into “place of recreation, sports or 
culture” use, among other new uses.  Of these 13 applications, ten had been approved, 
two were under processing and one was withdrawn by the applicant during processing. 
 
 

Name in block letters: Thomas Chow 

Post Title: 
Permanent Secretary for Development 

(Planning and Lands) 

Date: 16.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)04  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 SV033 
   
Head: 138 Government Secretariat: 

 Development Bureau 
(Planning and Lands 
Branch) 

 

Subhead (No. & title): 000 Operational 
expenses 

Programme: 
 

(2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Development 
(Planning and Lands) 
 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 
 

Question: 
 
Pursuant to the reply no. DEVB(PL)043, the Administration is requested to provide the 
traffic impact assessment report in connection with the redevelopment of the Middle Road 
Car Park in Tsim Sha Tsui. 
 
Asked by: Hon. MO, Claudia  
 
Reply: 
 
The report requested is attached (English version only). 
 
 
 

Name in block letters: Thomas Chow 

Post Title: 
Permanent Secretary for Development 

(Planning and Lands) 

Date: 19.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)05  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 SV031 
   
Head: 138 Government Secretariat: 

 Development Bureau 
(Planning and Lands 
Branch) 

 

Subhead (No. & title): 000 Operational 
expenses 

Programme: 
 

(2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Development 
(Planning and Lands) 
 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 
 

Question: 
 
Pursuant to the discussion on the measures to increase land supply, the Administration is 
requested to explain whether conditions on plot ratios could be imposed on applications for 
amendments to land leases.  The Administration is also requested to explain whether land 
along West Rail held by the MTR Corporation could be used for public housing 
development. 
 
Asked by: Hon. SHEK Lai-him, Abraham 
 
Reply: 
 
In processing applications for lease modification other than those of minor or technical 
nature, the Lands Department will generally incorporate a maximum gross floor area 
provision in the modified lease conditions. 
 
The West Rail property development projects are taken forward by the West Rail  
Property Development Limited, a company jointly founded by the Government and  
the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation, for the purpose of developing the West Rail 
property sites. The MTR Corporation Limited (MTRCL) is the agent for implementing and 
conducting the tendering for such projects. 
 
The West Rail property development projects are an important source of land supply for 
private housing.  We are actively implementing these projects in collaboration with 
the MTRCL.  The Government does not rule out the possibility of converting land 
originally designated for private housing as necessary for the development of subsidised 
housing where appropriate after review.  
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Name in block letters: Thomas Chow 

Post Title: 
Permanent Secretary for Development 

(Planning and Lands) 

Date: 17.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)06  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 SV030 
   
Head: 138 Government Secretariat: 

 Development Bureau 
(Planning and Lands 
Branch) 

 

Subhead (No. & title): 000 Operational 
expenses 

Programme: 
 

(2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Development 
(Planning and Lands) 
 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 
 

Question: 
 
Pursuant to reply no. DEVB(PL)069, the Administration is requested to provide information 
on the success rate by which the Government claimed reimbursement of the cost of 
demolishing unauthorised signboards on behalf of the owners. 
 
Asked by:  Hon. SIN Chung-kai 
 
Reply: 
 
Where dangerous or abandoned signboards are found, the Buildings Department (BD) will 
issue advisory letters to the signboard owners (or to the Owners’ Corporations/management 
companies of the buildings in cases where the signboard owners cannot be identified) to 
demand voluntary removal of the signboards.  If the dangerous or abandoned signboards 
have not been removed or repaired after a specified period, the BD will carry out 
enforcement action by issuing Dangerous Structure Removal Notices (DSRNs) under 
section 105 of the Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap 132), requiring the 
signboard owners concerned to remove or repair their signboards within a specified period.  
Where the DSRNs have not been complied with after the expiry of the DSRNs, the BD may 
arrange consultants and contractors to remove the dangerous or abandoned signboards 
concerned and recover any expenses incurred in the removal and in the disposal of the 
materials from the owners afterwards.  The BD will also employ contractors to remove any 
dangerous or abandoned signboards identified in case of emergency.  If the owner 
concerned is unknown to the BD, or cannot be readily found or ascertained or is absent from 
Hong Kong, the BD may sell the materials and, after deducting from the proceeds of such 
sale such expenses, shall pay the surplus, if any, into the Treasury. 
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Most of the dangerous or abandoned signboards identified were removed voluntarily by the 
signboard owners concerned upon verbal advice of the BD or receipt of advisory letters 
from the BD.  In the past three years, the number of dangerous or abandoned signboards so 
removed or repaired, the number of DSRNs issued, the number of DSRNs enforced by the 
BD’s consultants and contractors in default of the signboard owners, and the percentage of 
the cases with cost recoverable from owners are tabulated below: 
 

Year  

No. of 
dangerous/ 
bandoned 
signboards 
removed/ 

epaired by the 
signboard 

owners 
voluntarily 

upon receipt 
of advisory 

letters or upon 
the BD’s 

verbal advice 

No. of 
DSRNs 
issued 

No. of 
dangerous/ 
abandoned 
signboards 
removed/ 

repaired by 
the BD’s 

contractors/c
onsultants in 
default of the 

signboard 
owners 
(A)Note 3 

No. of 
dangerous/ 
abandoned 
signboards 
removed/ 

repaired by 
the BD’s 

contractors 
in case of 

emergency 
(B) Note 3 

No. of 
default 
DSRN 

cases with 
cost 

recoverable 
from 

owners 
(C) Note 4 

No. of 
emergency 
cases with 

cost 
recoverable 

from 
owners 
(D) Note 4 

% of cases 
with cost 

recoverable 
from 

owners = 
(C)+(D) 
(A)+(B)  

x 100% Note 5 

2010-11 Not

e 1 1 982 1 245 695 17 2 3 0.70% 

2011-12 952 249 317 9 6 3 2.76% 
2012-13 Not

e 2 997 249 128 10 1 5 4.35% 

Total 3 931 1 743 1 140 36 9 11 1.70% 

 
Note:  
1. The number of DSRNs issued and the number of dangerous or abandoned signboards 

removed in 2010-11 are larger due to the special operations for removal of signboards 
conducted by the BD in 2009 and 2010. 

2. Figures as at March 2013. 
3. The number of dangerous/abandoned signboards removed/repaired in compliance with 

the DSRNs and the number of DSRNs enforced by the BD in default of the signboard 
owners in one year may not necessarily correspond to the DSRNs issued in the same 
year. 

4. It should be noted that the figures do not include the number of cases where the owners 
could not be found and the BD recovered all or part of the expenses by selling the 
materials after engaging contractors or consultants to carry out the required works as 
the BD does not have readily available information on it. 

5. There are only a few cases where the removal costs were recoverable from the owners 
as most of the signboards removed in default of the owners were abandoned and the 
owners could not be identified. 
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Apart from dangerous and abandoned signboards abovementioned, BD also takes 
enforcement action against unauthorised signboards upon receipt of reports from the public, 
and during the large scale operation against large unauthorised signboards.  Where 
unauthorised signboards are found, the BD will issue removal orders against the signboard 
owners in accordance with the Buildings Ordinance (Cap 123), requiring the signboard 
owners concerned to remove their signboards within a specified period.  Upon issue of 
a removal order, the BD will take action to demand compliance by the owners themselves.  
The BD will also consider engaging contractors or consultants to carry out the required 
works in the owners’ default and recover the cost of such works, plus supervision charge 
and surcharge from the owners afterwards.  In the past three years, the number of removal 
orders issued against unauthorised signboards, the number of unauthorised signboards 
removed in compliance with the orders served and the number of unauthorised signboards 
removed by the BD’s consultants and contractors in default of the signboard owners are as 
follows: 
 

Year 
No. of removal orders issued 

against unauthorised 
signboards 

No. of unauthorised signboards 
removed in compliance with 

orders served Note 7 

No. of unauthorised signboards 
removed by the BD’s 

consultants and contractors in 
default of the signboard owners 

2010-11 190 190 0 

2011-12 109 125 0 

2012-13 Note 6 205 150 1Note 8 

Total 504 465 1 

 
Note: 
6. Figures as at March 2013. 
7. The number of unauthorised signboards removed in compliance with the removal 

orders may not necessarily correspond to the removal orders served in the same year. 
8. Cost recovery from the signboard owner concerned is still ongoing. 
 
 
 

Name in block letters: Thomas Chow 

Post Title: 
Permanent Secretary for Development 

(Planning and Lands) 

Date: 16.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)07  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 S066 
   
Head: 138 Government Secretariat: 

 Development Bureau 
(Planning and Lands 
Branch) 

 

Subhead (No. & title): 000 Operational 
expenses 

 

Programme: 
 

(2) Buildings, Lands and Planning 

Controlling Officer: Permanent Secretary for Development 
(Planning and Lands) 
 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 
 

Question: 
 
To follow up the question on increasing supply of housing land in short to medium term at 
the special meeting of the Finance Committee, please advise on the following: 
 
(1) the total area of the 65 sites covering three categories of land; 
 
(2) the proportion of public housing to private housing to be provided by these 65 sites; 
 
(3)  for the sites allocated for public housing, the proportion of public rental housing units 

to public housing units to be put up for sale; and 
 
(4) the number of vacant government properties or sites not among the above 65 sites. 
 
Asked by: Hon. WONG Kwok-hing 
 
Reply: 
 
As mentioned in the 2013 Policy Address, the Government will continue to adopt 
a multi-pronged approach to increase land supply in the short to medium term so as to meet 
the housing and other needs of Hong Kong.  Among the ten initiatives put forward in 
the 2013 Policy Address, we are pressing ahead with the conversion of 36 Government, 
Institution or Community and other Government sites, 13 devegetated, deserted or formed 
Green Belt sites, and 16 industrial sites to residential use. 
 
(1) The total area of the 65 sites covering the above three categories of land is 

about 114 hectares. 
 



 

Session 9 DEVB(PL) - Page 11 

 

-  2  - 
 
 
(2) The proportion of public housing to private housing to be provided by the sites is 

subject to detailed studies and hence not available at this juncture.  The Government 
has an established mechanism to allocate suitable sites for public and private housing, 
with a view to achieving the set targets for subsidised housing production as well as 
maintaining the annual average capacity for private housing land supply.  

 
(3) As many of the sites are still subject to the Housing Department’s further studies, the 

proportion of public rental housing units to public housing units to be put up for sale is 
not available at this juncture. 

 
(4) The Administration does not have ready statistics on all vacant government sites.  For 

government sites with potential for development, they will be assessed through the 
established mechanisms within the Government for determining the appropriate use.  
Where a government site is not yet required for any planned permanent development, 
we will try to put it out for temporary use such as through Government Land 
Allocation for works sites of public projects or short term tenancy for various uses.  
For sites required for designated permanent development but without the necessary 
supporting infrastructure, we will plan for the implementation of the infrastructure 
accordingly. 

 
 According to the Government Property Agency (GPA), there are currently three vacant 

government properties under its management which may be used for housing 
development.  Their details are as follows: 

 

 Property Proposed Use 
(a) Block B, Ex-Kennedy Town Police Married 

Quarters 
The Planning Department is 
considering the site for public housing 
development 
 

(b) Ex-Lok Fu Staff Quarters Reserved for development of 
disciplined services quarters 
 

(c) Abattoir, 737 Lai Chi Kok Road Earmarked for future public housing 
development 
 

 

 
 

Name in block letters: Thomas Chow 

Post Title: 
Permanent Secretary for Development 

(Planning and Lands) 

Date: 16.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)08  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 S185 
   
Head: 82 Buildings Department Subhead (No. & title):  

 
Programme: Buildings and Building Works 

 
Controlling Officer: Director of Buildings 

 
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 

 
Question: 
 
According to the reply under Serial No. DEVB(PL)095 and the oral reply from the 
Administration at the Special Meeting of the Finance Committee, there are currently 
about 190 000 unauthorised signboards in Hong Kong and about 1 600 signboards will be 
removed each year.  However, there is no plan to increase the manpower for the task at this 
stage and no specific target is set on the timeframe for the removal work.  Please advise: 
 
(a) Has consideration been given to formulating a plan to speed up the removal of 

unauthorised signboards?  If yes, what are the details?  If no, what are the reasons? 
 
(b) As it cannot be ruled out that new unauthorised signboards will continue to emerge in 

the future possibly leading to the scenario of “slow removal, quick erection” of 
signboards, has prior assessment been conducted and preparation been made 
accordingly?  If yes, what are the details?  If no, what are the reasons? 

 
Asked by: Hon. LO Wai-kwok 
 
Reply: 
 
(a) As mentioned in the reply under Serial No. DEVB(PL)095, for existing unauthorised 

signboards within stipulated dimensional requirements and meeting other specified 
criteria, the Administration plans to introduce legislative amendments to implement 
the Signboard Control System (SBCS) to allow the continued use of such existing 
unauthorised signboards after safety checks, strengthening (if necessary) and 
certification by registered building professionals or registered contractors. 
Unauthorised signboards not joining the SBCS will be subject to the Buildings 
Department (BD)’s enforcement action. 
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Apart from taking necessary action upon receiving reports on unauthorised 
signboards from the public, the BD will continue to launch its large scale operation on 
removal of large unauthorised signboards.  In 2013-14, the BD plans to issue 
250 removal orders against large unauthorised signboards and it is expected that 
125 large unauthorised signboards will be removed either by the owners voluntarily 
upon receipt of advisory letters, by the owners in compliance with removal orders, or 
by the BD’s consultants and contractors in default of the signboard owners.  The BD 
will also continue to take necessary enforcement action against dangerous or 
abandoned signboards.  The target number of dangerous or abandoned signboards to 
be removed by the BD will increase from 1 200 in 2012-13 to 1 600 in 2013-14. 
 
The BD is now conducting a stock taking exercise to record all unauthorised building 
works (UBWs) including unauthorised signboards erected on the exterior of private 
buildings.  The stock taking exercise is expected to be completed in the second half 
of 2013.  The results of the stock taking exercise will assist the BD in planning and 
taking enforcement action against unauthorised signboards. 
 
The BD will keep under review the effectiveness of the SBCS, the enforcement action 
against unauthorised and dangerous or abandoned signboards, as well as the adequacy 
of the resources from time to time. 

 
(b) Apart from the abovementioned measures for removal of unauthorised and dangerous 

or abandoned signboards, the BD has also employed outsourced consultants for 
regular patrol inspection and investigation of reports on unauthorised signboards 
under construction.  Immediate enforcement action will be taken against actionable 
unauthorised signboards under construction or unauthorised signboards constituting 
obvious hazard or imminent danger to life or property in accordance with the 
prevailing enforcement policy against UBWs. 

 
 
 

Name in block letters: AU Choi-kai 

Post Title: Director of Buildings 

Date: 16.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)09  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 SV027 
   
Head:  82 Buildings Department  Subhead (No. & title):  

 
Programme: Buildings and Building Works 

 
Controlling Officer: Director of Buildings 

 
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 

 
Question: 
 
Pursuant to reply no. DEVB(PL)095, the Administration is requested to provide information 
on the strategy that would be adopted to step up clearance of large unauthorized signboards, 
and the staffing and financial resources involved. 
 
Asked by: Hon. LO Wai-kwok 
 
Reply: 
 
In 2013-14, apart from taking necessary action upon receiving reports on unauthorised 
signboards from the public, the Buildings Department (BD) will continue its large 
scale operation (LSO) on removal of large unauthorised signboards.  The BD plans to 
issue 250 removal orders and it is expected that 125 large unauthorised signboards will be 
removed either by the owners voluntarily upon receipt of advisory letters, by the owners in 
compliance with removal orders, or by the BD’s consultants and contractors in default of 
the signboard owners. 
 
The BD is now conducting a stock taking exercise to record all unauthorised building works 
including large unauthorised signboards erected on the exterior of private buildings.  The 
stock taking exercise is expected to be completed in the second half of 2013.  The results 
of the stock taking exercise will assist the BD in planning and taking enforcement action 
against large unauthorised signboards. 
 
The LSO on removal of large unauthorised signboards and the enforcement action against 
unauthorised signboards will continue to be carried out in 2013-14 using the existing 
resources.  The BD will keep under review the effectiveness of the LSO and the adequacy 
of the resources from time to time.  
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Name in block letters: AU Choi-kai 

Post Title: Director of Buildings 

Date: 16.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)10  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 SV032 
   
Head:  82 Buildings Department Subhead (No. & title):  

 
Programme: Buildings and Building Works 

 
Controlling Officer: Director of Buildings 

 
Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 

 
Question: 
 
Pursuant to the reply no. DEVB(PL)102, the Administration is requested to provide 
information on the justifications for creating 41 professional, technical and clerical staff in 
the Village Houses Section of the Buildings Department in connection with the 
implementation of the enhanced enforcement strategy against unauthorised building works 
in New Territories exempted houses. 
 
Asked by: Hon. TIEN Pei-chun, James 
 
Reply: 
 
Before implementation of the enhanced enforcement strategy against unauthorised building 
works (UBWs) in New Territories exempted houses (NTEHs) on 1 April 2012, immediate 
enforcement actions had only been taken against those UBWs constituting obvious hazard 
or imminent danger to life and property and those found under construction or newly 
completed.  Therefore, a substantial number of the existing UBWs in NTEHs were not 
subject to enforcement actions in the past.  
 
To ensure building and public safety and compliance with the legislation, the 
Administration implemented on 1 April 2012 the enhanced enforcement strategy against 
UBWs in NTEHs through categorisation for control and management as well as 
prioritisation for progressive enforcement.  Under the enhanced enforcement strategy, the 
Buildings Department (BD) has strengthened the control of UBWs in NTEHs by 
categorising all existing UBWs by reference to the severity of their breach of the law and 
the risks to building and public safety, and adopting corresponding measures for progressive 
enforcement in line with the order of priority.  The enhanced enforcement strategy includes 
large scale operations for removal of existing UBWs in NTEHs that constitute serious 
contravention of the law and pose higher potential risks to building safety, a Reporting 
Scheme for existing UBWs in NTEHs that constitute less serious contravention of the law 
and pose lower potential risks to building safety, and immediate enforcement actions against 
other UBWs in NTEHs which constitute imminent danger or are newly erected or found 
under construction. 
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Having regard to a suitable pace of progressive enforcement commensurate with the current 
situation of UBWs in NTEHs and public aspirations, the BD has set up a dedicated Village 
Houses Section comprising 41 professional, technical and clerical staff for implementing the 
enhanced enforcement strategy against UBWs in NTEHs since 1 April 2012.  The 
manpower requirements for the smooth, effective and efficient implementation of the 
enhanced enforcement strategy will be kept under review. 
 
 
 

Name in block letters: AU Choi-kai 

Post Title: Director of Buildings 

Date: 16.4.2013 
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 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)11  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 SV029 
   
Head: 33 Civil Engineering and 

Development Department 
Subhead (No. & title):  

 
 

Programme: 
 

(3) Provision of Land and Infrastructure 

Controlling Officer: Director of Civil Engineering and Development 
 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 
 

Question:  
 
Pursuant to reply no. DEVB(PL)129, the Administration is requested to explain in further 
details the reasons for the anticipated decrease in the area of land formed in 2013-14 
compared with the previous year, notwithstanding the increase in the estimated expenditure. 
 
Asked by:  Hon. LO Wai-kwok 
 
Reply: 
 
As explained in the reply serial no. DEVB(PL)129, some major projects involving land 
formation and engineering infrastructure works, such as Central Reclamation Phase III and 
Tseung Kwan O Further Development, had been substantially completed in 2012.  These 
projects would not contribute to land formation in 2013.  In 2013, the infrastructure 
projects that will contribute to land formation are listed below: 
 

Project Title Estimated area of land formed 
in 2013 (ha) 

Wan Chai Development Phase II 
 

0.5 

Development at Anderson Road 
 

11.8 

Infrastructure works in Tuen Mun 
Area 54 
 

4.2 

Total 16.5 
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On the other hand, the estimated yearly expenditure on land formation and infrastructure 
works depends on the cashflow requirement of the construction contracts which bears no 
direct relationship with the amount of land formed each year.  In 2013, we plan 
to commence the following new major construction contracts which will lead to an increase 
in expenditure while their contributions to land formation, if any, will be realised only  
after 2013.  
 

Major construction contracts to 
commence in 2013 under the following 

projects 

Estimated 
expenditure in 2013 

($million) 

Liantang/Heung Yuen Wai Boundary 
Control Point and associated works - site 
formation and infrastructure works 
 

147.2 

Kai Tak development - stages 3A and 4 
infrastructure works at the north apron 
area of Kai Tak Airport  
 

141.2 

Kai Tak development - reconstruction 
and upgrading of Kai Tak Nullah 
 

113.3 

Infrastructure works for housing sites 
adjacent to Lung Ping Road at Tai Wo 
Ping, Shek Kip Mei 
 

62.3 

Total 464.0 

 
 
 

Name in block letters: C K HON 

Post Title: Director of Civil Engineering and Development 

Date: 17 April 2013 
 

 



 

Session 9 DEVB(PL) - Page 20 

 

 
 Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2013-14 Reply Serial No. 
  S-DEVB(PL)12  CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY  TO  

SUPPLEMENTARY  QUESTION  Question Serial No. 
 S146 
   
Head: 118 Planning Department Subhead (No. & title):  

 
Programme: 
 

(2) District Planning 

Controlling Officer: 
 

Director of Planning 

Director of Bureau: 
 

Secretary for Development 

Question: 
 
The Planning Department had completed the Planning Study on Future Land Use at 
Anderson Road Quarry.  On 26 March this year, it presented the Final Recommended 
Outline Development Plan (RODP) to the Legislative Council.  The RODP proposed to 
further extend the planned network of the Study Site to Kwun Tong town centre by 
footbridges with lift towers and/or escalators.  However, the Transport Department advised 
that this proposal was not covered by the Ranking System on Provision of Hillside Escalator 
Links and Elevator Systems. 
 
1. Is the automatic passenger mover system as preliminarily proposed in the RODP not 

covered by the ranking system of the Transport Department for hillside escalator links 
and elevator systems, such that this proposal in the RODP will be implemented by the 
Transport Department or the concerned operational departments separately as 
a designated project? 

 
2. When is it expected to consult the public on the proposed system and commence the 

construction? 
 

3. Apart from the passenger mover system proposed in the RODP, does the Planning 
Department have any proposals to facilitate the pedestrian and traffic flow generated by 
the proposed new developments in the Anderson Road Quarry? 

 
Asked by: Hon. WU Chi-wai 
 
Reply: 
 
1. Several pedestrian routes of footbridges with lift towers and/or escalators are proposed 

in the Planning Study on Future Land Use at Anderson Road Quarry (the Planning 
Study) to connect the Anderson Road Quarry (ARQ) site to Kwun Tong town centre via 
the Development of Anderson Road (DAR).  All the proposed routes are now being 
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 further studied by the Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) in the 

follow-up Engineering Study for proposed development at ARQ.  As these pedestrian 
facilities are considered contingent upon the future development at ARQ, they would be 
independent from the Transport Department’s Ranking System on Provision of Hillside 
Escalator Links and Elevator Systems.  In CEDD’s Engineering Study, a Pedestrian 
Connectivity Assessment (the Assessment) will be conducted to (i) evaluate the merits 
and demerits on each of the proposed routes in terms of land requirement, cost, relative 
attractiveness in priority and convenience to nearby residents within their catchment 
areas; (ii) amend the routes as necessary; and (iii) recommend one or several routes for 
implementation.  The Assessment will take account of the social and economic 
contributions and environmental sustainability of the routes, as well as their possible 
improvement to the traffic and pedestrian flow in the area. 

 
2. The Assessment is expected to be completed by end 2013.  The Kwun Tong District 

Council will be consulted on the findings and recommendations of the Assessment in 
due course.  Works for the first package of the facilities are targeted to commence in 
mid 2016 for completion in 2018-19 to tie in with the expected population in-take 
of ARQ. 

 
3. Apart from the aforementioned proposed pedestrian connection facilities, the following 

major recommendations are made in the Traffic Assessments undertaken in the 
Planning Study to address the future traffic impacts to be generated by the proposed 
development at ARQ: 

 
(i) to encourage future ARQ residents to use the southern vehicular access to relieve 

the traffic burdens on Kwun Tong town centre and Choi Hung Interchange; 
 
(ii) to undertake large-scale improvement measures for four major roads and junctions 

in the area in addition to the five road and junction improvement works already 
identified for DAR; 

 
(iii) to encourage residents in the area to use more public transport; and 
 
(iv) to encourage future ARQ residents to use Lam Tin and Yau Tong MTR Stations 

so as not to further overload the already congested Kwun Tong MTR Station at 
peak hours. 

 
 
 

Name in block letters: K. K. LING 

Post Title: Director of Planning 

Date: 16.4.2013 
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