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Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap. 132) 
Designation of Libraries (Amendment) Order 2012    (L.N. 150) 
 
 The Director of Leisure and Cultural Services (the Director), as the 
public officer designated to be the Authority by section 3 of the Public Health 
and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap. 132), manages and controls the 
libraries listed in the Schedule to the Designation of Libraries Order (Cap. 132 
sub. leg. O).  Under section 105K of Cap. 132, the Director may, by order 
published in the Gazette, designate any building, or part of a building, as a 
library. 
 
2. L.N. 150 is made by the Director under section 105K of Cap. 132 to 
designate the following premises as libraries – 
 

(a) the Students' Study Room on the first floor of the High Block of 
Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai Leisure and Cultural Building, 1 Tsui Sing 
Road, Tin Shui Wai, Yuen Long; and 

 
(b) the Students' Study Room on the fifth floor of Lam Tin Complex, 

1 Hing Tin Street, Lam Tin, Kwun Tong. 
 
They will be added to the Schedule to the Designation of Library Order 
accordingly. 

 
3. The effect of L.N. 150 is that the management and control of the 
newly designated libraries will be vested in the Director.  It will also enable the 
Director to exercise other statutory functions under Cap. 132 in respect of these 
libraries. 
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4. The designation of libraries in L.N. 150 as set out in paragraph 2(a) 
and (b) above will come into operation on 19 November 2012 and 30 November 
2012 respectively. 
 
5. Members may refer to the LegCo Brief (no reference number 
provided) issued by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department dated 
8 October 2012 for background information.  According to paragraph 6 of the 
LegCo Brief, the Yuen Long District Council and the Kwun Tong District 
Council have requested the early commissioning of the students' study rooms in 
the above-mentioned libraries. 
 
6. The Panel on Home Affairs has not been consulted on L.N. 150.  
No difficulties relating to the legal or drafting aspects of L.N. 150 have been 
identified. 
 
 
Legal Practitioners Ordinance (Cap. 159) 
Solicitors' Accounts (Amendment) Rules 2012    (L.N. 151) 
Accountant's Report (Amendment) Rules 2012    (L.N. 152) 
Solicitors (Professional Indemnity) (Amendment) Rules 2012    (L.N. 153) 
Solicitors' Practice (Amendment) Rules 2012    (L.N. 154) 
Foreign Lawyers Practice (Amendment) Rules 2012    (L.N. 155) 
 
7. L.N. 151, L.N. 152, L.N. 154 and L.N. 155 are made by the Council 
of The Law Society of Hong Kong (Law Society) under section 73 of the Legal 
Practitioners Ordinance (Cap. 159) (the Ordinance) subject to the prior approval 
of the Chief Justice.  L.N. 153 is made by the Law Society's Council under 
sections 73 and 73A of the Ordinance subject to the prior approval of the Chief 
Justice. 
 
8. L.N. 151 to L.N. 155 will come into operation on a day to be 
appointed by the Law Society's President by notice published in the Gazette. 

 
9. In the scrutiny of L.N. 151 to L.N. 155, some technical issues have 
been observed.  Our letter of enquiry to the Law Society (together with part of 
the enclosures) and its response are attached. 
 
L.N. 151 
 
10. L.N. 151 amends the Solicitors' Accounts Rules (Cap. 159 sub. 
leg. F) to – 
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(a) set out the principles that must be observed by a solicitor in 
handling client's money (Rule 3); 

 
(b) extend the application of the principal Rules as amended by 

L.N. 151 to a solicitor corporation, a foreign lawyer and a foreign 
firm (Rule 4); 

 
(c) impose a duty on a solicitor to account for any interest earned on 

the client's money if the amount of money and the period for 
holding the money are within those amounts and periods as 
specified in the Schedule (Rule 6); 

 
(d) set out certain exceptions to the solicitor's duty to pay client's 

money held or received by the solicitor into the client account 
(Rule 8); 

 
(e) clarify the extent of a solicitor's obligation to keep accounts 

(Rule 10); 
 
(f) empower the Law Society's Council to, for the purpose of 

ascertaining whether a firm has complied with L.N. 151, require a 
solicitor to produce the management accounts including monthly 
profit and loss accounts of the firm for inspection (Rule 11). 

 
11. Clarification was sought from the Law Society as to whether the 
amendments in Rule 3 reflect any current practice or Practice Direction.  As the 
Law Society has made no clarification, the Legal Service Division will follow up 
as appropriate. 
 
12. Save that the issue on interest on client account (Rule 6) had been 
discussed 1  and no members had expressed any objection at the Panel on 
Administration of Justice and Legal Services (the AJLS Panel) on 27 June 2005, 
the proposed amendments in the other Rules had not been discussed at the AJLS 
Panel.  It can be seen from the minutes of that Panel meeting that the Consumer 
Council had been consulted on the issue on interest on client account.  On the 
time lapse of 7 years from 2005 to 2012 to introduce the Amendment Rules, the 
Law Society has advised that it has taken several years for the Department of 
Justice to finalise the drafting exercise and for the Law Society to obtain the 
Chief Justice's final approval.  
 

                        
1 See LC Paper No. CB(2)2060/04-05(05) and LC Paper No. CB(2)2502/04-05. 
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L.N. 152 
 
13. L.N. 152 amends the existing definition of "client account" and 
introduces a definition of "solicitor" in the Accountant's Report Rules (Cap. 159 
sub. leg. A).  It appears that the amendments made in L.N. 152 are minor 
drafting changes and amendments consequential to L.N. 151. 
 
L.N. 153 
 
14. L.N. 153 amends the Solicitors (Professional Indemnity) Rules 
(Cap. 159 sub. leg. M) to prescribe the qualifications that a certified public 
accountant (practising) must have before the accountant is qualified to sign a 
report of gross fee income in relation to the practice of a solicitor. 
 
15. The amendments to be effected by L.N. 153 have not been 
discussed at the AJLS Panel. 
 
L.N. 154 
 
16. L.N. 154 amends the Solicitors' Practice Rules (Cap. 159 sub. 
leg. H) to empower the Law Society's Council to, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether a firm has complied with the principal Rules as amended by L.N. 154, 
require a solicitor to produce the management accounts including monthly profit 
and loss accounts of the firm for inspection by the Law Society's Council.  It 
appears that the amendments made in L.N. 154 are consequential to the 
proposed amendments made in Rule 11 of L.N. 151. 
 
L.N. 155 
 
17. Item 2 of the Schedule to the Foreign Lawyers Practice Rules 
(Cap. 159 sub. leg. R) becomes redundant as a result of the amendment to the 
definition of "solicitor" in the Solicitors' Accounts Rules (Cap. 159 sub. leg. F) 
introduced by L.N. 151.  L.N. 155 consequentially amends the principal Rules 
by repealing item 2 of the Schedule to the principal Rules. 
 
Conclusion 
 
18. No difficulties have been identified in the legal and drafting aspects 
of L.N. 150.   
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19. The Legal Service Division will follow up with the Law Society on 
the background to and the need for L.N. 151 to L.N. 155, as well as the drafting 
of the definition of "principal" in the proposed Rule 2 of L.N. 151.  A further 
report will be made if necessary.  Nevertheless, should there be a Subcommittee 
appointed to study these items of subsidiary legislation, the issues could be 
considered by the Subcommittee with our assistance. 
 
 
 
Encls. 
 
Prepared by 
 
Carrie WONG 
Assistant Legal Adviser 
Legislative Council Secretariat 
18 October 2012 
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