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INTRODUCTION 
 

At the meeting of the Executive Council on 11 March 2014, 
the Council advised and the Chief Executive (“the CE”) ordered that – 

 
(a) the United Nations Sanctions (Liberia) Regulation 2014 (“the 

Regulation”), at Annex A, be made under section 3 of the United 
Nations Sanctions Ordinance (Cap. 537) (“the Ordinance”) to give 
effect to the instruction of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
People’s Republic of China (“MFA”); and 

 
(b) the United Nations Sanctions (Liberia) Regulation 2013 (Repeal) 

Regulation (“the Repeal Regulation”), at Annex B, be made 
consequential to the making of the Regulation.  

 
The Regulation and the Repeal Regulation were gazetted on 14 March 2014.  
The Regulation (except the provisions relating to financial sanctions) came 
into operation on the same date.  The Repeal Regulation and the provisions 
of the Regulation relating to financial sanctions will come into effect on 21 
March 20141. 
 

                                                 
1   After the repeal of the United Nations Sanctions (Liberia) Regulation 2013, the current list of relevant 

persons or relevant entities as specified by the CE for the purpose of the financial sanctions will cease 
to have effect.  A new name list can only be gazetted pursuant to section 31 of the Regulation after it 
comes into effect on 14 March 2014.  To ensure continued implementation of the financial sanctions, 
we propose that the Repeal Regulation and sections 6 and 11 of the Regulation relating to financial 
sanctions be brought into operation one week after the Regulation comes into effect. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
Obligation and Authority 

 

2. Under section 3(1) of the Ordinance, the CE is required to make 
regulations to give effect to instructions from the MFA to implement 
sanctions decided by the Security Council of the United Nations (“UNSC”).  
In December 2013, the CE received an instruction from the MFA requesting 
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
(“HKSAR”) to implement UNSC Resolution (“UNSCR”) 2128 in respect of 
Liberia.  The Regulation was made pursuant to the instruction.  A 
document issued by the Chief Secretary for Administration confirming the 
MFA’s instruction is at Annex C. 
 
Sanctions against Liberia 
 
3. Since March 2001, the UNSC has adopted a series of 
resolutions imposing sanctions against Liberia in view of the country’s 
support for armed rebel groups in neighbouring countries which constituted a 
threat to international peace and security in the region.  These resolutions 
include UNSCR 1521 (at Annex D) imposing travel ban measures, 
UNSCR 1532 (at Annex E) concerning financial sanctions measures and 
UNSCR 1903 2  (at Annex F) imposing arms-related sanctions.  The 
sanctions regime, last renewed by UNSCR 2079 in December 2012, includes 
the following – 
 

(a) prohibition against the direct or indirect supply, sale, transfer and 
carriage of arms and related materiel, and the provision of 
assistance, advice or training related to military activities, to a 
person operating in the territory of Liberia (paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 
6 of UNSCR 1903 refer); 

 
(b) prohibition against the entry into or transit through the territories 

of Member States by certain persons designated by the Committee 
established by paragraph 21 of UNSCR 1521 (“the Committee”) 
(paragraph 4 of UNSCR 1521 refers); and 

 
                                                 
2  Paragraph 3 of UNSCR 1903 provides that the measures on arms, previously imposed by paragraph 2 

of UNSCR 1521 and modified by paragraphs 1 and 2 of UNSCR 1683, paragraph 1(b) of 
UNSCR 1731, are to be replaced by paragraph 4 of UNSCR 1903. 

  C  

 

  D   

  E   

  F   



 

                                                          

- 3 -

 
(c) freezing of funds, other financial assets and economic resources 

owned or controlled directly or indirectly by persons designated 
by the Committee, or that are held by entities owned or controlled 
directly or indirectly by any persons acting on their behalf or at 
their direction, as designated by the Committee, and prohibition 
against making available to, or for the benefit of, such persons or 
entities any funds, other financial assets or economic resources 
(paragraph 1 of UNSCR 1532 refers). 

 
4. The HKSAR implemented these sanctions through making 
subsidiary legislation under the Ordinance, the most recent one being the 
United Nations Sanctions (Liberia) Regulation 2013 (Cap. 537BD) which 
implemented the sanctions as renewed by UNSCR 2079.  All provisions in 
Cap. 537BD, except for those relating to financial sanctions (including 
prohibition, licensing and law enforcement provisions), expired at midnight 
on 11 December 2013. 
 
UNSCR 2128 
 
5. On 10 December 2013, the UNSC adopted UNSCR 2128 (at 
Annex G), which stipulated, inter alia, that –  

 
(a) the financial measures imposed by paragraph 1 of UNSCR 1532 

remain in force (paragraph 1 of UNSCR 2128 refers);  
 
(b) the measures on travel imposed by paragraph 4 of UNSCR 1521 be 

renewed for a period of 12 months from the date of adoption of 
UNSCR 2128 (paragraph 2(a) of UNSCR 2128 refers); and 

 
(c) the measures on arms, previously imposed by paragraph 2 of 

UNSCR 1521 and modified by paragraphs 1 and 2 of 
UNSCR 1683, paragraph 1(b) of UNSCR 1731, paragraphs 3, 4, 5 
and 6 of UNSCR 1903 and paragraph 3 of UNSCR 1961, be 
renewed for a period of 12 months from the date of adoption of 
UNSCR 2128, with the associated notification requirements 
revised as follows (paragraph 2(b) of UNSCR 2128 refers) –  

 
(i) notification for non-lethal materials and associated 
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training is no longer required; 
 

(ii) the Liberian authorities shall have the primary 
responsibility to notify the Committee at least five days 
in advance of the shipment of any supplies of lethal arms 
and related materiel, or any provision of assistance, 
advice or training related to military or other security 
sector activities for the Government of Liberia referred to 
in paragraph 2(b) of UNSCR 2128; 

 
(iii) Member States delivering assistance may, in the 

alternative, make this notification pursuant to paragraph 
2(b) of UNSCR 2128 in consultation with the 
Government of Liberia; 

 
(iv) such notifications must contain all relevant information, 

including purpose and end user, the technical 
specifications and quantity of the equipment to be 
shipped and, when applicable, the supplier, the proposed 
date of delivery, mode of transportation and itinerary of 
shipment. 

 
 
THE REGULATION 
 
6.  The Regulation, at Annex A, seeks to implement the sanctions 
against Liberia as renewed by UNSCR 2128, and to continue the 
implementation of the financial sanctions under UNSCR 1532.  The main 
provisions of the Regulation include – 

 
(a) section 1, which provides that the provisions relating to financial 

sanctions would commence on 21 March 2014; 
 
(b) sections 3 and 4, which prohibit the supply, sale, transfer and 

carriage of arms or related materiel to a person operating in the 
territory of Liberia; 

 
(c) section 5, which prohibits the provision of assistance, advice or 

training related to military activities to a person operating in the 
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territory of Liberia; 
 
(d) section 6, which provides for prohibitions against making 

available to certain persons or entities funds or other financial 
assets or economic resources, or dealing with funds or other 
financial assets or economic resources of certain persons or 
entities; 

 
(e) section 7, which prohibits the entry into or transit through the 

HKSAR by certain persons; 
 
(f) sections 9 to 11, which provide for the granting of licences for the 

supply, sale, transfer or carriage of prohibited goods; for the 
provision of assistance, advice or training related to military 
activities to a person operating in the territory of Liberia; and for 
making available to certain persons or entities funds or other 
financial assets or economic resources, or dealing with funds or 
other financial assets or economic resources of certain persons or 
entities; 

 
(g) section 31, which provides that the CE may by notice published in 

the Gazette specify a person or an entity designated by the 
Committee as a relevant person or a relevant entity for the purpose 
of the financial sanctions under the Regulation; and 

 
(h) section 33, which provides that all provisions, except those 

relating to financial sanctions, would expire at midnight on 
9 December 2014. 

 
The content of the Regulation, which renews or continues the 
implementation of sanctions against Liberia, is essentially the same as those 
in Cap. 537BD. 

 
 

THE REPEAL REGULATION 
 
7.  All provisions of Cap. 537BD, except those relating to financial 
sanctions, expired on 11 December 2013.  Consequential to the making of 
the Regulation which includes provisions relating to financial sanctions, 
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there is no further need for Cap. 537BD and it should therefore be repealed. 
 
 

IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL 
 

8.  The Regulation and the Repeal Regulation are in conformity 
with the Basic Law, including the provisions concerning human rights.  
They will not affect the current binding effect of the Ordinance.  They have 
no financial, economic, productivity, environmental, sustainability or family 
implications.  Additional work arising from the enforcement of the 
Regulation, if any, will be absorbed by the relevant departments with 
existing resources. 
 
 
PUBLICITY 
 
9.  A press release was issued on 14 March 2014 when the 
Regulation and the Repeal Regulation were published in the Gazette.   
 
 
INFORMATION ON LIBERIA AND RELATION WITH THE HKSAR 
 
10.  Information on Liberia, the sanctions regime against the country 
as well as its bilateral trade relation with the HKSAR is at Annex H. 
 

 

ADVICE SOUGHT 
 
11.  Members are invited to note the implementation of the 
UNSCR 2128 in the HKSAR by the Regulation and the Repeal Regulation. 
 
 
 
Commerce and Economic Development Bureau 
March 2014 
 

  H   
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United Nations S/RES/1521 (2003)

 

Security Council Distr.: General
22 December 2003

03-66960 (E)
*0366960*

Resolution 1521 (2003)

Adopted by the Security Council at its 4890th meeting, on
22 December 2003

The Security Council,

Recalling its previous resolutions and statements by its President on the
situation in Liberia and West Africa,

Taking note of the reports of the United Nations Panel of Experts on Liberia
dated 7 August 2003 (S/2003/779) and 28 October 2003 (S/2003/937 and
S/2003/937/Add.1) submitted pursuant to resolution 1478 (2003),

Expressing serious concern at the findings of the Panel of Experts that the
measures imposed by resolution 1343 (2001) continue to be breached, particularly
through the acquisition of arms,

Welcoming the Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed by the former
Government of Liberia, Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy
(LURD) and the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) on 18 August 2003
in Accra, and that the National Transitional Government of Liberia under Chairman
Gyude Bryant took office on 14 October 2003,

Calling upon all States in the region, particularly the National Transitional
Government of Liberia, to work together to build lasting regional peace, including
through the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the
International Contact Group on Liberia, the Mano River Union and the Rabat
Process,

Noting with concern, however, that the ceasefire and the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement are not yet being universally implemented throughout Liberia, and that
much of the country remains outside the authority of the National Transitional
Government of Liberia, particularly those areas to which the United Nations
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has not yet deployed,

Recognizing the linkage between the illegal exploitation of natural resources
such as diamonds and timber, illicit trade in such resources, and the proliferation
and trafficking of illegal arms as a major source of fuelling and exacerbating
conflicts in West Africa, particularly in Liberia,

Determining that the situation in Liberia and the proliferation of arms and
armed non-State actors, including mercenaries, in the subregion continue to
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constitute a threat to international peace and security in West Africa, in particular to
the peace process in Liberia,

Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,

A

Recalling its resolutions 1343 (2001) of 7 March 2001, 1408 (2002) of 6 May
2002, 1478 (2003) of 6 May 2003, 1497 (2003) of 1 August 2003, and 1509 (2003)
of 19 September 2003,

Noting that the changed circumstances in Liberia, in particular the departure of
former President Charles Taylor and the formation of the National Transitional
Government of Liberia, and progress with the peace process in Sierra Leone, require
the Council’s determination for action under Chapter VII to be revised to reflect
these altered circumstances,

1. Decides to terminate the prohibitions imposed by paragraphs 5, 6, and 7
of resolution 1343 (2001) and paragraphs 17 and 28 of resolution 1478 (2003) and
to dissolve the committee established under resolution 1343 (2001);

B

2. (a) Decides that all States shall take the necessary measures to prevent the
sale or supply to Liberia, by their nationals or from their territories or using their
flag vessels or aircraft, of arms and related materiel of all types, including weapons
and ammunition, military vehicles and equipment, paramilitary equipment and spare
parts for the aforementioned, whether or not originating in their territories;

(b) Decides that all States shall take the necessary measures to prevent any
provision to Liberia by their nationals or from their territories of technical training
or assistance related to the provision, manufacture, maintenance or use of the items
in subparagraph (a) above;

(c) Reaffirms that the measures in subparagraphs (a) and (b) above apply to
all sales or supply of arms and related materiel destined for any recipient in Liberia,
including all non-State actors, such as LURD and MODEL, and to all former and
current militias and armed groups;

(d) Decides that the measures imposed by subparagraphs (a) and (b) above
shall not apply to supplies of arms and related materiel and technical training and
assistance intended solely for support of or use by UNMIL;

(e) Decides that the measures imposed by subparagraphs (a) and (b) above
shall not apply to supplies of arms and related materiel and technical training and
assistance intended solely for support of or use in an international training and
reform programme for the Liberian armed forces and police, as approved in advance
by the Committee established by paragraph 21 below (“the Committee”);

(f) Decides that the measures imposed by subparagraphs (a) and (b) above
shall not apply to supplies of non-lethal military equipment intended solely for
humanitarian or protective use, and related technical assistance or training, as
approved in advance by the Committee;

(g) Affirms that the measures imposed by subparagraph (a) above do not
apply to protective clothing, including flak jackets and military helmets, temporarily
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exported to Liberia by United Nations personnel, representatives of the media and
humanitarian and development workers and associated personnel, for their personal
use only;

3. Demands that all States in West Africa take action to prevent armed
individuals and groups from using their territory to prepare and commit attacks on
neighbouring countries and refrain from any action that might contribute to further
destabilization of the situation in the subregion;

4. (a) Decides also that all States shall take the necessary measures to prevent
the entry into or transit through their territories of all such individuals, as designated
by the Committee, who constitute a threat to the peace process in Liberia, or who
are engaged in activities aimed at undermining peace and stability in Liberia and the
subregion, including those senior members of former President Charles Taylor’s
Government and their spouses and members of Liberia’s former armed forces who
retain links to former President Charles Taylor, those individuals determined by the
Committee to be in violation of paragraph 2 above, and any other individuals, or
individuals associated with entities, providing financial or military support to armed
rebel groups in Liberia or in countries in the region, provided that nothing in this
paragraph shall oblige a State to refuse entry into its territory to its own nationals;

(b) Decides that the measures in paragraph 4 (a) above shall continue to
apply to the individuals already designated pursuant to paragraph 7 (a) of resolution
1343 (2001), pending the designation of individuals by the Committee as required
by and in accordance with paragraph 4 (a) above;

(c) Decides that the measures imposed by subparagraph 4 (a) above shall not
apply where the Committee determines that such travel is justified on the grounds of
humanitarian need, including religious obligation, or where the Committee
concludes that an exemption would otherwise further the objectives of the Council’s
resolutions, for the creation of peace, stability and democracy in Liberia and lasting
peace in the subregion;

5. Expresses its readiness to terminate the measures imposed by paragraphs
2 (a) and (b) and 4 (a) above when the Council determines that the ceasefire in
Liberia is being fully respected and maintained, disarmament, demobilization,
reintegration, repatriation and restructuring of the security sector have been
completed, the provisions of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement are being fully
implemented, and significant progress has been made in establishing and
maintaining stability in Liberia and the subregion;

6. Decides that all States shall take the necessary measures to prevent the
direct or indirect import of all rough diamonds from Liberia to their territory,
whether or not such diamonds originated in Liberia;

7. Calls upon the National Transitional Government of Liberia to take
urgent steps to establish an effective Certificate of Origin regime for trade in
Liberian rough diamonds that is transparent and internationally verifiable with a
view to joining the Kimberley Process, and to provide the Committee with a detailed
description of the proposed regime;

8. Expresses its readiness to terminate the measures referred to in paragraph
6 above when the Committee, taking into account expert advice, decides that Liberia
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has established a transparent, effective and internationally verifiable Certificate of
Origin regime for Liberian rough diamonds;

9. Encourages the National Transitional Government of Liberia to take
steps to join the Kimberley Process as soon as possible;

10. Decides that all States shall take the necessary measures to prevent the
import into their territories of all round logs and timber products originating in
Liberia;

11. Urges the National Transitional Government of Liberia to establish its
full authority and control over the timber producing areas, and to take all necessary
steps to ensure that government revenues from the Liberian timber industry are not
used to fuel conflict or otherwise in violation of the Council’s resolutions but are
used for legitimate purposes for the benefit of the Liberian people, including
development;

12. Expresses its readiness to terminate the measures imposed by paragraph
10 above once the Council determines that the goals in paragraph 11 above have
been achieved;

13. Encourages the National Transitional Government of Liberia to establish
oversight mechanisms for the timber industry that will promote responsible business
practices, and to establish transparent accounting and auditing mechanisms to ensure
that all government revenues, including those from the Liberian International Ship
and Corporate Registry, are not used to fuel conflict or otherwise in violation of the
Council’s resolutions but are used for legitimate purposes for the benefit of the
Liberian people, including development;

14. Urges all parties to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement of 18 August
2003 to implement fully their commitments and fulfil their responsibilities in the
National Transitional Government of Liberia, and not to hinder the restoration of the
Government’s authority throughout the country, particularly over natural resources;

15. Calls upon States, relevant international organizations and others in a
position to do so to offer assistance to the National Transitional Government of
Liberia in achieving the objectives in paragraphs 7, 11 and 13 above, including the
promotion of responsible and environmentally sustainable business practices in the
timber industry, and to offer assistance with the implementation of the ECOWAS
Moratorium on the Importation, Exportation and Manufacture of Small Arms and
Light Weapons in West Africa adopted in Abuja on 31 October 1998 (S/1998/1194,
annex);

16. Encourages the United Nations and other donors to assist the Liberian
civil aviation authorities, including through technical assistance, in improving the
professionalism of their staff and their training capabilities and in complying with
the standards and practices of the International Civil Aviation Organization;

17. Takes note of the establishment by the National Transitional Government
of Liberia of a review committee with the task of establishing procedures to fulfil
the demands of the Security Council for the lifting of the measures imposed under
this resolution;

18. Decides that the measures in paragraphs 2, 4, 6 and 10 above are
established for 12 months from the date of adoption of this resolution, unless
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otherwise decided, and that, at the end of this period, the Council will review the
position, assess progress towards the goals in paragraphs 5, 7,  and 11 and decide
accordingly whether to continue these measures;

19. Decides to review the measures in paragraphs 2, 4, 6 and 10 above by 17
June 2004, to assess progress towards the goals in paragraphs 5, 7, and 11 and
decide accordingly whether to terminate these measures;

20. Decides to keep under regular review the measures imposed by
paragraphs 6 and 10 above, so as to terminate them as soon as possible once the
conditions in paragraphs 7 and 11 have been met, in order to create revenue for the
reconstruction and development of Liberia;

21. Decides to establish, in accordance with rule 28 of its provisional rules of
procedure, a Committee of the Security Council, consisting of all the members of
the Council, to undertake the following tasks:

(a) to monitor the implementation of the measures in paragraphs 2, 4, 6 and
10 above, taking into consideration the reports of the expert panel established by
paragraph 22 below;

(b) to seek from all States, particularly those in the subregion, information
about the actions taken by them to implement effectively those measures;

(c) to consider and decide upon requests for the exemptions set out in
paragraphs 2 (e), 2 (f) and 4 (c) above;

(d) to designate the individuals subject to the measures imposed by
paragraph 4 above and to update this list regularly;

(e) to make relevant information publicly available through appropriate
media, including the list referred to in subparagraph (d) above;

(f) to consider and take appropriate action, within the framework of this
resolution, on pending issues or concerns brought to its attention concerning the
measures imposed by resolutions 1343 (2001), 1408 (2002) and 1478 (2003) while
those resolutions were in force;

(g) to report to the Council with its observations and recommendations;

22. Requests the Secretary-General to establish, within one month from the
date of adoption of this resolution, in consultation with the Committee, for a period
of five months, a Panel of Experts consisting of up to five members, with the range
of expertise necessary to fulfil the Panel’s mandate described in this paragraph,
drawing as much as possible on the expertise of the members of the Panel of Experts
established pursuant to resolution 1478 (2003), to undertake the following tasks:

(a) to conduct a follow-up assessment mission to Liberia and neighbouring
States, in order to investigate and compile a report on the implementation, and any
violations, of the measures referred to in paragraphs 2, 4, 6 and 10 above, including
any violations involving rebel movements and neighbouring countries, and including
any information relevant to the Committee’s designation of the individuals described
in paragraph 4 (a) above, and including the various sources of financing, such as
from natural resources, for the illicit trade of arms;

(b) to assess the progress made towards the goals described in paragraphs 5,
7 and 11 above;
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(c) to report to the Council through the Committee no later than 30 May
2004 with observations and recommendations, including, inter alia, how to minimize
any humanitarian and socio-economic impact of the measures imposed by paragraph
10 above;

23. Welcomes UNMIL’s readiness, within its capabilities, its areas of
deployment and without prejudice to its mandate, once it is fully deployed and
carrying out its core functions, to assist the Committee established by paragraph 21
above and the Panel of Experts established by paragraph 22 above in monitoring the
measures in paragraphs 2, 4, 6 and 10 above, and requests the United Nations
Mission in Sierra Leone and the United Nations Mission in Côte d’Ivoire, likewise
without prejudicing their capacities to carry out their respective mandates, to assist
the Committee and the Panel of Experts by passing to the Committee and the Panel
any information relevant to the implementation of the measures in paragraphs 2, 4, 6
and 10, in the context of enhanced coordination among United Nations missions and
offices in West Africa;

24. Reiterates its call on the international donor community to provide
assistance for the implementation of a programme of disarmament, demobilization,
reintegration and repatriation, and sustained international assistance to the peace
process, and to contribute generously to consolidated humanitarian appeals, and
further requests the donor community to respond to the immediate financial,
administrative and technical needs of the National Transitional Government of
Liberia;

25. Encourages the National Transitional Government of Liberia to
undertake, with the assistance of UNMIL, appropriate actions to sensitize the
Liberian population to the rationale of the measures in this resolution, including the
criteria for their termination;

26. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the Council by 30
May 2004, drawing on information from all relevant sources, including the National
Transitional Government of Liberia, UNMIL and ECOWAS, on progress made
towards the goals described in paragraphs 5, 7 and 11 above;

27. Decides to remain seized of the matter.



United Nations S/RES/1532 (2004)

 

Security Council Distr.: General
12 March 2004

04-26848 (E)

*0426848*

Resolution 1532 (2004)

Adopted by the Security Council at its 4925th meeting,
on 12 March 2004

The Security Council,

Recalling its resolution 1521 (2003) of 22 December 2003, and its other
previous resolutions and statements by its President on the situation in Liberia and
West Africa,

Noting with concern that the actions and policies of former Liberian President
Charles Taylor and other persons, in particular their depletion of Liberian resources,
and their removal from Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds and property from
that country, have undermined Liberia’s transition to democracy and the orderly
development of its political, administrative, and economic institutions and
resources,

Recognizing the negative impact on Liberia of the transfer abroad of
misappropriated funds and assets and the need for the international community to
ensure as soon as possible, in accordance with paragraph 6 below, the return of such
funds and assets to Liberia,

Also expressing concern that former President Taylor, in collaboration with
others still closely associated with him, continues to exercise control over and to
have access to such misappropriated funds and property, with which he and his
associates are able to engage in activities that undermine peace and stability in
Liberia and the region,

Determining that this situation constitutes a threat to international peace and
security in West Africa, in particular to the peace process in Liberia,

Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,

1. Decides that, to prevent former Liberian President Charles Taylor, his
immediate family members, in particular Jewell Howard Taylor and Charles Taylor,
Jr., senior officials of the former Taylor regime, or other close allies or associates as
designated by the Committee established by paragraph 21 of resolution 1521 (2003)
(hereinafter, “the Committee”) from using misappropriated funds and property to
interfere in the restoration of peace and stability in Liberia and the sub-region, all
States in which there are, at the date of adoption of this resolution or at any time
thereafter, funds, other financial assets and economic resources owned or controlled
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directly or indirectly by Charles Taylor, Jewell Howard Taylor, and Charles Taylor,
Jr. and/or those other individuals designated by the Committee, including funds,
other financial assets and economic resources held by entities owned or controlled,
directly or indirectly, by any of them or by any persons acting on their behalf or at
their direction, as designated by the Committee, shall freeze without delay all such
funds, other financial assets and economic resources, and shall ensure that neither
these nor any other funds, other financial assets or economic resources are made
available, by their nationals or by any persons within their territory, directly or
indirectly, to or for the benefit of such persons;

2. Decides that the provisions of paragraph 1 above do not apply to funds,
other financial assets and economic resources that:

(a) have been determined by relevant State(s) to be necessary for basic
expenses, including payment for foodstuffs, rent or mortgage, medicines and
medical treatment, taxes, insurance premiums, and public utility charges, or
exclusively for payment of reasonable professional fees and reimbursement of
incurred expenses associated with the provision of legal services, or fees or service
charges for routine holding or maintenance of frozen funds, other financial assets
and economic resources, after notification by the relevant State(s) to the Committee
of the intention to authorize, where appropriate, access to such funds, other financial
assets and economic resources and in the absence of a negative decision by the
Committee within two working days of such notification;

(b) have been determined by relevant State(s) to be necessary for
extraordinary expenses, provided that such determination has been notified by the
relevant State(s) to the Committee and has been approved by the Committee; or

(c) have been determined by relevant State(s) to be the subject of a judicial
administrative, or arbitral lien or judgement, in which case the funds, other financial
assets and economic resources may be used to satisfy that lien or judgement
provided that the lien or judgement: was entered prior to the date of the present
resolution; is not for the benefit of a person referred to in paragraph 1 above or an
individual or entity identified by the Committee; and has been notified by the
relevant State(s) to the Committee;

3. Decides that all States may allow for the addition to accounts subject to
the provisions of paragraph 1 above of:

(a) interest or other earnings due on those accounts; and

(b) payments due under contracts, agreements or obligations that arose prior
to the date on which those accounts became subject to the provisions of paragraph 1
above;

provided that any such interest, other earnings and payments continue to be subject
to those provisions;

4. Further decides that the Committee shall:

(a) identify individuals and entities of the types described in paragraph 1
above, and promptly circulate to all States a list of said individuals and entities,
including by posting such a list on the Committee’s web site;
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(b) maintain and regularly update and review every six months the list of
those individuals and entities identified by the Committee as being subject to the
measures set forth in paragraph 1 above;

(c) assist States, where necessary, in tracing and freezing the funds, other
financial assets and economic resources of such individuals and entities;

(d) seek from all States information regarding the actions taken by them to
trace and freeze such funds, other financial assets and economic resources;

5. Decides to review the measures imposed in paragraph 1 above at least
once a year, the first review taking place by December 22, 2004 in conjunction with
its review of the measures imposed in paragraphs 2, 4, 6 and 10 of resolution 1521
(2003), and to determine at that time what further action is appropriate;

6. Expresses its intention to consider whether and how to make available the
funds, other financial assets and economic resources frozen pursuant to paragraph 1
above to the Government of Liberia, once that Government has established
transparent accounting and auditing mechanisms to ensure the responsible use of
government revenue to benefit directly the people of Liberia;

7. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.



 United Nations  S/RES/1903 (2009)

  
 

Security Council  
Distr.: General 
17 December 2009 
 

 

09-65655 (E)     
*0965655*  
 

  Resolution 1903 (2009) 
 
 

  Adopted by the Security Council at its 6246th meeting, on 
17 December 2009 
 
 

 The Security Council, 

 Recalling its previous resolutions and statements by its President on the 
situation in Liberia and West Africa, 

 Welcoming the sustained progress made by the Government of Liberia since 
January 2006, in rebuilding Liberia for the benefit of all Liberians, with the support 
of the international community, 

 Recalling its decision not to renew the measures in paragraph 10 of resolution 
1521 (2003) regarding round log and timber products originating in Liberia, and 
stressing that Liberia’s progress in the timber sector must continue with the effective 
implementation and enforcement of the National Forestry Reform Law signed into 
law on 5 October 2006, and other new legislation related to revenue transparency 
(the Liberia Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative Act) and resolution of land 
and tenure rights (Community Rights Law with respect to Forest Lands and Lands 
Commission Act), 

 Recalling its decision to terminate the measures in paragraph 6 of resolution 
1521 (2003) regarding diamonds, and welcoming the Government of Liberia’s 
participation and leadership at the regional and international levels in the Kimberley 
Process, noting the findings of the Panel of Experts re-established pursuant to 
resolution 1854 (2008) concerning diamonds, in particular those findings regarding 
domestic implementation of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, noting 
Liberia’s minimum implementation of the necessary internal controls and other 
requirements of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, and stressing the need 
for the Government of Liberia to redouble its commitment and efforts to ensure the 
effectiveness of these controls, 

 Recalling the statement of its President on 25 June 2007 (S/PRST/2007/22), 
recognizing the role of voluntary initiatives aimed at improving revenue 
transparency such as the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) and 
noting General Assembly resolution 62/274 on strengthening transparency in 
industries, recognizing Liberia’s achievement of EITI Compliant status, supporting 
Liberia’s decision to take part in other extractive industry transparency initiatives 
and encouraging Liberia’s continued progress in improving revenue transparency, 
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 Stressing the continuing importance of the United Nations Mission in Liberia 
(UNMIL) in improving security throughout Liberia and helping the Government 
establish its authority throughout the country, particularly in the diamond, timber, 
and other natural resources-producing regions, and border areas, 

 Taking note of the report of the United Nations Panel of Experts on Liberia 
dated 11 December 2009 (S/2009/640), including on the issues of diamonds, timber, 
targeted sanctions, and arms and security, 

 Having reviewed the measures imposed by paragraphs 2 and 4 of resolution 
1521 (2003) and paragraph 1 of resolution 1532 (2004) and the progress towards 
meeting the conditions set out by paragraph 5 of resolution 1521 (2003), and noting 
the Government of Liberia’s cooperation with UNMIL in weapons marking, and 
concluding that insufficient progress has been made towards that end, 

 Underlining its determination to support the Government of Liberia in its 
efforts to meet the conditions of resolution 1521 (2003), and encouraging all 
stakeholders, including donors, to support the Government of Liberia in its efforts, 

 Welcoming the announcement from the Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations of provisional guidelines on cooperation and information sharing 
between the United Nations peacekeeping missions and the Security Council’s 
Sanctions Committees’ expert panels, 

 Determining that, despite significant progress having been made in Liberia, the 
situation there continues to constitute a threat to international peace and security in 
the region, 

 Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, 

 1. Decides to renew the measures on travel imposed by paragraph 4 of 
resolution 1521 (2003) for a period of 12 months from the date of adoption of this 
resolution; 

 2. Recalls that the measures imposed by paragraph 1 of resolution 1532 
(2004) remain in force, notes with serious concern the findings of the Panel of 
Experts on the lack of progress with regards to the implementation of the financial 
measures imposed by paragraph 1 of resolution 1532 (2004), and demands that the 
Government of Liberia make all necessary efforts to fulfil its obligations; 

 3. Decides that the measures on arms, previously imposed by paragraph 2 
of resolution 1521 (2003) and modified by paragraphs 1 and 2 of resolution 1683 
(2006) and by paragraph 1 (b) of resolution 1731 (2006), are replaced by paragraph 
4 below, and shall not apply to the supply, sale or transfer of arms and related 
materiel and the provision of any assistance, advice or training, related to military 
activities, to the Government of Liberia for the period set forth in paragraph 4 
below;  

 4. Decides that all States shall take the necessary measures to prevent the 
direct or indirect supply, sale or transfer, from their territories or by their nationals, 
or using their flag vessels or aircraft, of arms and any related materiel and the 
provision of any assistance, advice or training related to military activities, 
including financing and financial assistance, to all non-governmental entities and 
individuals operating in the territory of Liberia for a period of 12 months from the 
date of adoption of this resolution; 
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 5. Decides that the measures in paragraph 4 above shall not apply to:  

 (a) Supplies of arms and related materiel as well as technical training and 
assistance intended solely for support of or use by the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL); 

 (b) Protective clothing, including flak jackets and military helmets, 
temporarily exported to Liberia by United Nations personnel, representatives of the 
media and humanitarian and development workers and associated personnel, for 
their personal use only; 

 (c) Other supplies of non-lethal military equipment intended solely for 
humanitarian or protective use, and related technical assistance and training, as 
notified in advance to the Committee established by paragraph 21 of resolution 1521 
(2003) (hereinafter “the Committee”) in accordance with paragraph 6 below; 

 6. Decides, for the period time set forth in paragraph 4 above, that all States 
shall notify in advance to the Committee any shipment of arms and related materiel 
to the Government of Liberia, or any provision of assistance, advice or training 
related to military activities for the Government of Liberia, except those referred to 
in subparagraphs (a) and (b) of paragraph 5 above, and stresses the importance that 
such notifications contain all relevant information, including, where applicable, the 
type and quantity of weapons and ammunitions delivered, the end-user, the proposed 
date of delivery and the itinerary of shipments; and reiterates that the Government 
of Liberia shall subsequently mark the weapons and ammunition, maintain a registry 
of them, and formally notify the Committee that these steps have been taken;  

 7. Reconfirms its intention to review the measures imposed by paragraph 1 
of resolution 1532 (2004) at least once a year, and directs the Committee, in 
coordination with the relevant designating States and with the assistance of the 
Panel of Experts, to update as necessary the publicly available reasons for listing for 
entries on the travel ban and assets freeze lists as well as the Committee’s 
guidelines; 

 8. Decides to review any of the above measures at the request of the 
Government of Liberia, once the Government reports to the Council that the 
conditions set out in resolution 1521 (2003) for terminating the measures have been 
met, and provides the Council with information to justify its assessment; 

 9. Decides to extend the mandate of the Panel of Experts appointed 
pursuant to paragraph 4 of resolution 1854 (2008) for a further period until 
20 December 2010 to undertake the following tasks: 

 (a) To conduct two follow-up assessment missions to Liberia and 
neighbouring States, in order to investigate and compile a midterm and a final report 
on the implementation, and any violations, of the measures imposed by paragraphs 4 
and 6 above and resolution 1521 (2003), as amended by paragraphs 3, and 4 above, 
including any information relevant to the designation by the Committee of the 
individuals described in paragraph 4 (a) of resolution 1521 (2003) and paragraph 1 
of resolution 1532 (2004), and including the various sources of financing, such as 
from natural resources, for the illicit trade of arms; 

 (b) To assess the impact of and effectiveness of the measures imposed by 
paragraph 1 of resolution 1532 (2004), including particularly with respect to the 
assets of former President Charles Taylor; 
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 (c) To identify and make recommendations regarding areas where the 
capacity of Liberia and the States in the region can be strengthened to facilitate the 
implementation of the measures imposed by paragraph 4 of resolution 1521 (2003) 
and paragraph 1 of resolution 1532 (2004); 

 (d) Within the context of Liberia’s evolving legal framework, assess the 
extent to which forestry and other natural resources are contributing to peace, 
security and development rather than to instability and to what extent relevant 
legislation (National Forestry Reform Law, Lands Commission Act, Community 
Rights Law with respect to Forest Land, and Liberia Extract Industries Transparency 
Initiative Act) is contributing to this transition; 

 (e) To assess the Government of Liberia’s compliance with the Kimberley 
Process Certification Scheme, and to coordinate with the Kimberley Process in 
assessing compliance; 

 (f) To provide a midterm report to the Council through the Committee by 
1 June 2010 and a final report to the Council through the Committee by 
20 December 2010 on all the issues listed in this paragraph, and to provide informal 
updates to the Committee as appropriate before those dates, especially on progress 
in the timber sector since the lifting of paragraph 10 of resolution 1521 (2003) in 
June 2006, and in the diamond sector since the lifting of paragraph 6 of resolution 
1521 (2003) in April 2007; 

 (g) To cooperate actively with other relevant groups of experts, in particular 
that on Côte d’Ivoire re-established by paragraph 10 of resolution 1893 (2009), and 
with the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme; 

 (h) To assist the Committee in updating the publicly available reasons for 
listing for entries on the travel ban and assets freeze lists; 

 (i) To assess the impact of paragraphs 3 and 4 above, specifically the effect 
on the stability and security of Liberia; 

 10. Requests the Secretary-General to reappoint the Panel of Experts and to 
make the necessary financial and security arrangements to support the work of the 
Panel; 

 11. Calls upon all States and the Government of Liberia to cooperate fully 
with the Panel of Experts in all the aspects of its mandate; 

 12. Reiterates the importance of UNMIL’s continuing assistance to the 
Government of Liberia, the Committee, and the Panel of Experts, within its 
capabilities and areas of deployment, and without prejudice to its mandate, continue 
to carry out its tasks set forth in previous resolutions, including resolution 1683 
(2006);  

 13. Urges the Government of Liberia to implement the recommendations of 
the 2009 Kimberley Process review team to strengthen internal controls over 
diamond mining and exports; 

 14. Encourages the Kimberley Process to continue to cooperate with the 
Panel of Experts and to report on developments regarding Liberia’s implementation 
of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme;  

 15. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter. 
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  Resolution 2128 (2013) 
 
 

  Adopted by the Security Council at its 7077th meeting, on  
10 December 2013 
 
 

 The Security Council, 

 Recalling its previous resolutions and statements by its President on the 
situation in Liberia and West Africa, 

 Welcoming the sustained progress made by the Government of Liberia since 
January 2006, in rebuilding Liberia for the benefit of all Liberians, with the support 
of the international community, 

 Acknowledging the 26 September 2013 decision by the Special Court of Sierra 
Leone to uphold Charles Taylor’s conviction for war crimes and crimes against 
humanity and recognizing the United Kingdom’s willingness to house Mr. Taylor for 
the duration of his sentence, 

 Stressing the need for continued progress on security sector reform in Liberia 
to ensure that Liberia’s military, police, and border security forces are self-
sufficient, capable, competent, and adequately prepared to protect the Liberian 
people as the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) draws down,  

 Underlining that the transparent and effective management of natural 
resources is critical for Liberia’s sustainable peace and security,  

 Recognizing that the Government of Liberia has taken important steps towards 
better management and protection of Liberia’s forests and other natural resources, 
stressing that further steps need to be taken to protect and properly manage Liberia’s 
natural resources transparently, effectively and in a manner that maximizes the 
social and economic benefits to the community and protects the rights of the 
Liberian people, 

 Encouraging the Government of Liberia to continue to make progress through 
effective implementation and enforcement of the National Forestry Reform Law and 
other new legislation related to revenue transparency (the Liberia Extractive 
Industries Transparency Initiative Act) and resolution of land and tenure rights 
(Community Rights Law with respect to Forest Lands and Lands Commission Act), 

 Acknowledging the contributions and continued importance of the United 
Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) in improving security throughout Liberia and 
helping the Government establish its authority throughout the country, particularly 
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in population centres, border areas and Liberia’s diamond, gold, timber, and other 
natural resources producing regions,  

 Encouraging the Government of Liberia to collaborate with UNMIL to 
improve the institutional capacity of the Liberia National Police and customs 
authorities to effectively monitor the borders and ports of entry, and conduct 
investigations and, in this regard, stressing the importance of adopting and 
implementing the Police Act,  

 Taking note of the report of the United Nations Panel of Experts on Liberia 
(S/2013/683),  

 Welcoming the efforts made by the Secretariat to expand and improve the 
roster of experts for the Security Council Subsidiary Organs Branch, bearing in 
mind the guidance provided by the Note of the President S/2006/997,  

 Calling on all Liberian leaders to promote meaningful reconciliation and 
inclusive dialogue to consolidate peace and advance Liberia’s democratic 
development,  

 Underlining its determination to support the Government of Liberia in its 
efforts to meet the conditions of resolution 1521 (2003), welcoming the engagement 
of the Peacebuilding Commission, and encouraging all stakeholders, including 
donors, to support the Government of Liberia in its efforts,  

 Underlining the importance of close cooperation between the Government of 
Liberia and neighbouring countries with regard to effective monitoring and control 
of their borders,  

 Determining that, despite significant progress, the situation in Liberia remains 
fragile and continues to constitute a threat to international peace and security in the 
region,  

 Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, 

 1. Reaffirms that the measures imposed by paragraph 1 of resolution 1532 
(2004) remain in force;  

 2. Decides for a period of 12 months from the date of adoption of this 
resolution:  

 (a) To renew the measures on travel imposed by paragraph 4 of resolution 
1521 (2003);  

 (b) To renew the measures on arms, previously imposed by paragraph 2 of 
resolution 1521 (2003) and modified by paragraphs 1 and 2 of resolution 1683 
(2006), by paragraph 1 (b) of resolution 1731 (2006), by paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6 of 
resolution 1903 (2009), and by paragraph 3 of resolution 1961 (2010), and to 
modify the associated notification requirements as follows:  

 (i) Notification for non-lethal materials and associated training is no longer 
required;  

 (ii) The Liberian authorities shall have the primary responsibility to notify to 
the Committee at least five days in advance of the shipment of any supplies of 
lethal arms and related materiel, or any provision of assistance, advice or 
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training related to military or other security sector activities for the 
Government of Liberia referred to in paragraph 2 (b) above; 

 (iii) Member States delivering assistance may, in the alternative, make this 
notification pursuant to paragraph 2 (b) in consultation with the Government 
of Liberia;  

 (iv) Such notifications must contain all relevant information, including the 
purpose and end user, the technical specifications and quantity of the 
equipment to be shipped and, when applicable, the supplier, the proposed date 
of delivery, mode of transportation, and itinerary of shipments;  

 3. Directs the Committee to review within 90 days all individuals and 
entities subject to the measures imposed by paragraph 1 of resolution 1532 (2004) 
and paragraph 4 of resolution 1521 (2003) and remove on a case-by-case basis all 
those that no longer meet the listing criteria outlined by those measures, with due 
regard for the views of the Government of Liberia;  

 4. Decides further to review six months from the adoption of this resolution 
all of the above measures with a view to modifying or lifting all or part of the 
measures of the sanctions regime dependent upon Liberia’s progress towards 
meeting the conditions set out in resolution 1521 (2003) for terminating those 
measures;  

 5. Decides to extend the mandate of the Panel of Experts appointed 
pursuant to paragraph 9 of resolution 1903 (2009) for a period of 12 months from 
the date of adoption of this resolution to undertake the following tasks in close 
collaboration with the Government of Liberia and the Côte d’Ivoire Group of 
Experts:  

 (a) To conduct two follow-up assessment missions to Liberia and 
neighbouring States, to investigate and compile a midterm and a final report on the 
implementation, and any violations, of the measures on arms as amended by 
resolution 1903 (2009), and including the various sources of financing for the illicit 
trade of arms, on progress in the security and legal sectors with respect to the 
Government of Liberia’s ability to effectively monitor and control arms and border 
issues, and on the Government of Liberia’s progress on meeting notification 
requirements;  

 (b) To provide to the Council, after discussion with the Committee, a 
midterm report no later than 1 June 2014 and a final report no later than 1 December 
2014 on all the issues listed in this paragraph, and to provide informal updates to the 
Committee as appropriate before those dates;  

 (c) To cooperate actively with other relevant panels of experts, in particular 
that on Côte d’Ivoire re-established by paragraph 13 of resolution 1980 (2011);  

 6. Requests the Secretary-General to reappoint the Panel of Experts, having 
due regard to the Panel’s reduced mandate, to consist of two members, and to make 
the necessary financial and security arrangements to support the work of the Panel;  

 7. Calls upon all States and the Government of Liberia to cooperate fully 
with the Panel of Experts in all aspects of its mandate;  

 8. Recalls that responsibility for controlling the circulation of small arms 
within the territory of Liberia and between Liberia and neighbouring States rests 
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with the relevant governmental authorities in accordance with the Economic 
Community of West African States Convention on Small Arms and Light Weapons 
of 2006;  

 9. Requests the Government of Liberia to conduct a needs-based 
assessment, with the assistance of UNMIL and any other relevant actors, for any 
future weapons purchases, and ensure that weapons purchased are strictly necessary 
for the security operations of government agencies; 

 10. Encourages the Governments of Liberia, Sierra Leone, Côte d’Ivoire and 
Guinea, within the framework of the Mano River Union, to intensify coordination 
and exchange of information with regard to cross-border threats to peace and 
security as well as illicit arms trafficking at both the political and operational levels;  

 11. Urges the Government of Liberia to expedite the adoption and 
implementation of appropriate legislation and take any other steps to establish the 
necessary legal framework to combat the illicit trafficking of arms and ammunition;  

 12. Encourages the international community, including relevant United 
Nations entities, to support the Government of Liberia’s reform efforts aimed at 
ensuring that natural resources are contributing to peace, security and development;  

 13. Encourages the Government of Liberia to actively cooperate with the 
Kimberley Process, implement the minimum requirements of the Kimberley Process 
Certification Scheme and fulfil the recommendations identified during the 2013 
Kimberley Process peer review visit and further encourages the Governments of 
Liberia, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea and Sierra Leone to continue working within the 
Kimberley Process to create a regional approach to improving the control of 
diamonds in the Mano River Basin;  

 14. Reaffirms the need for UNMIL and the United Nations Operations in 
Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) to regularly coordinate their strategies and operations in 
areas near the Liberian-Côte d’Ivoire border, to contribute to subregional security;  

 15. Reaffirms the need for the Department of Peacekeeping Operations and 
UNMIL to cooperate closely and share information with the relevant Security 
Council’s Sanctions Committees’ expert panels;  

 16. States the importance of UNMIL’s continuing assistance to the 
Government of Liberia, the Committee, and the Panel of Experts, within its 
capabilities and areas of deployment, and without prejudice to its mandate, continue 
to carry out its tasks set forth in previous resolutions, including resolution 1683 
(2006); 

 17. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.  
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Information on Liberia 
 
Country Background 
 
  Liberia is a country on the west coast of Africa, bordered by Sierra 
Leone, Guinea and Côte d’Ivoire.  It has a total area of 111 369 sq. km. Note 1 
and an estimated population of around 4.19 million in 2012 Note 2.  With its 
capital in Monrovia, Liberia was founded in 1847 by freed American slaves, 
adopting a republic government modeled on that of the United States.  The 
country is currently led by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf who has come to 
power since 2005.  Dependent on exports of iron ore, rubber and other 
natural resources such as diamond and timber, Liberia had a GDP of US$1.73 
billion (or HK$13.45 billion) in 2012 Note 3 .  Merchandise imports and 
exports of Liberia in 2012 amounted to US$ 1.07 billion (or HK$8.27 billion) 
and US$ 459 million (or HK$3.56 billion) respectively Note 2.  The country 
also has the second largest maritime registry of vessels in the world Note 4

. 

 

United Nations Sanctions against Liberia 
 

2.  Decades of economic plunder and social disinvestments, amplified 
by military coups and civil wars in the 1980s and 1990s, eroded the wealth of 
natural resources, human capital and infrastructure of Liberia.  Concerned 
with the situation in Liberia, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
imposed an arms embargo on the country in 1992.  In 2001, the 
UNSC adopted Resolution 1343 which further blocked trade in rough 
diamonds (which was exploited by warlords for illicit trading) and restricted 
the travel of key individuals undermining regional security through Liberia’s 
role in the war in neighbouring Sierra Leone.  As the conflict intensified 

                                                 
Note 1 Source: World Statistics Pocket Book published by the United Nations Statistics Division at  

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/pocketbook/World_Statistics_Pocketbook_2013_edition.pdf 
 
Note 2 Source: International Trade Statistics published by the World Trade Organisation at  

http://stat.wto.org/CountryProfile/WSDBCountryPFView.aspx?Language=E&Country=LR 
 
Note 3  Source: World Economic Outlook Database, October 2013 published by the International Monetary 

Fund at      
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2013/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?sy=2012&ey=2012&scsm=
1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=668&s=NGDPD&grp=0&a=&pr.x=41&pr.y=16 

 

Note 4 Source: Liberian Registry at 
http://www.liscr.com/liscr/AboutUs/AboutLiberianRegistry/tabid/206/Default.aspx 
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within Liberia, the UNSC demanded audits of the Liberian shipping registry 
and the logging sector via Resolution 1408 (2002), and eventually applied 
timber sanctions in 2003 by adopting Resolution 1478(2003). 
 
3.   Armed conflicts intensified in 2003, leading to the exile of the 
former President Charles Taylor who was known for his brutal regime 
between 1997 and 2003.  The Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed 
among the warring factions in 2003 ended the conflict in Liberia.  However, 
the exiled former President Charles Taylor continued to exert influence on 
events in Liberia, and the implementation of the peace accord lacked progress.  
Outbreaks of violence from former warlords and rebel fighters continued.  
In light of these developments, the UNSC imposed in 2003 by Resolution 
1521(2003) travel ban against certain individuals, including among others 
those senior members of former President Charles Taylor’s Government and 
certain members of Liberia’s former armed forces.  The UNSC also renewed 
sanctions on ban of arms and natural resources through 2004 and 2005, and 
imposed in 2004 by Resolution 1532 (2004) an assets freeze measure on 
certain individuals to prevent access to resources to fuel further conflict. Note 5 
 
4.  Acknowledging the efforts taken by the new Government of 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf inaugurated in January 2006, the UNSC 
allowed the timber sanctions to expire on 20 June 2006.  Subsequently, the 
UNSC also lifted the ban on rough diamond on 27 April 2007.  Noting that 
the situation in Liberia continued to constitute a threat to international peace 
and security in the region, the sanctions regime was most recently modified 
and renewed by Resolutions 1903 (2009) and 2128 (2013) Note 6. 
 
Trade Relation between Hong Kong and Liberia 
 
5.  In 2013, Liberia ranked 168th among Hong Kong’s trading partners 
in the world, with a total trade of HK$44.0 million.  Of these, 
HK$42.3 million worth of trade were exports to Liberia, and HK$1.7 million 
imports.  Hong Kong’s trade with Liberia are summarised as follows – 

                                                 
Note 5 The information in paragraphs 2-3 is extracted from Report of the Panel of Experts submitted pursuant 

to paragraph 4 (d) of Security Council resolution 1731 (2006) concerning Liberia (S/2007/340). 
 
Note 6 Source: Official Website of UN Security Council Sanctions Committee at 

http://www.un.org/sc/committees/1521/index.shtml 
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Hong Kong’s Trade with Liberia [Value in HK$ (in million)] 

Item 2012 
2013 

 
(a) Total Exports to Liberia 20.1 42.3 

(i) Domestic exports 0.00 0.007 Note 7 
(ii) Re-exports 20.1 Note 8 42.3 Note 9 

(b) Imports from Liberia 1.5 Note 10 1.7 Note 11 
Total Trade [(a) + (b)] 21.6 44.0 

 
In 2013, HK$49.7 million worth of goods, or 0.3% Note 12 of the total trade 
between Liberia and the Mainland, were routed through Hong Kong.  Of 
these, HK$12.0 million worth of goods were re-exports from Liberia to the 
Mainland.  The remaining HK$37.7 million were re-exports of Mainland 
origin to Liberia via Hong Kong. 
 
6.  The current arms embargo, travel ban and financial sanctions against 
Liberia imposed by the UNSC would unlikely affect trade between Hong 
Kong and Liberia notably, as the major categories of commodities traded are 
not related to arms and related materials.  In addition, given the rather small 
trade volume between the two places, the United Nations sanctions against 
Liberia would unlikely have any significant effect on Hong Kong’s economy. 
 
 
Commerce and Economic Development Bureau 
March 2014  

                                                 
Note 7 In 2013, domestic exports to Liberia include special transaction and commodities not classified 

according to kind (100%). 
 
Note 8 In 2012, the re-export items to Liberia mainly include rotating electric plant and parts (25.8%); 

telecommunications equipment (16.1%); and equipment for distributing electricity (14.6%).   
 
Note 9 In 2013, the re-export items to Liberia mainly include telecommunications equipment (80.9%); 

rotating electric plant and parts (5.0%); and civil engineering and contractors’ plant and equipment 
(4.1%).  Re-exports to Liberia in 2012 decreased due to the drop in export of telecommunications 
equipment; radio-broadcast receivers; as well as musical instruments and sound recordings.  The 
decreasing trend reversed in 2013 mainly due to the rise in demand for telecommunications 
equipment. 

 
Note 10 In 2012, the import items from Liberia mainly include worn clothing and other worn textile articles 

(37.4%); dried or salted fish (35.6%); and plastic plates, sheets, film, foil and strip (23.3%). 
 
Note 11 In 2013, the import items from Liberia mainly include dried or salted fish (40.4%); raw hides and 

skins (except furskins) (21.0%); and worn clothing and other worn textile articles (15.1%). 
 
Note 12 The percentage is an estimate with reference to China’s Customs Statistics and Hong Kong Trade 

Statistics. 
 




