31.0CT. 2012 18:09

A

Qur Ref
Your Ref
Direct Line

President
5

Dieter Yih
ERE

Vice-Presidents
HeE

Ambrose S.K. Lam

R 3R

Stephon W.S. Hong
14

Council Members

Junius K.Y, Ho

a1 E %

Huen Wong
TR

Peter CL. Lo
RER

Michsel J. Lintern-Smith
BER

Billy W.Y. Ma
BEN

Sylvia W.Y. Sin
. & e

Cecilta K. W. Wong
R
Kenneth 8.Y. Ng
gz

Joseph C.W.Li
EBE

Amiralt B. Nasir
e Hie 2R

Melissa K. Pang
B E

Thomas 8.T. So
JiaFrgt]

Angela WY Lee
8w

Brizn W. Gilchrist
[ =R

Gavin P. Nesbint
HERiE

Denis G. Brock
=

Charles C.C. Chan
A

Secretary General

BER

Heidi K.P. Chu
P-4

TAWSOCIETY

THE LAWSOCTETY OF HK
000 CB4)97/12-13(01)10 I U

LC Paper No. CB(4)97/12-13(01)

HONG KONG

: o - .
&5 # I#E BF
3/F WING ON HOUSE - 71 DES VOEUX ROAD TELEFHONE ( R 2% ) ; (852) 2846 0500
CENTRAL - HONG KONG  DX-009100 Central 1 FACSIMILE (% J& ) :(852) 2845 0387
?ﬁ- BPMRME TR E-MAIL ( | 5 28 £) : sg@hklawsoc.org-hk
REBM MK EIRE WEBSITE (#8%) :www.hklawsoc.org.hk

LA

CB4/58/1/12

31 October 2012

BY FAX (28400716) AND BY POST
Ms. Mary So

Clerk to Subcommittee
Legislative Council Complex
1 Legislative Council Road
Central

Hong Kong

Dear Ms. So,

Subcommittee Meeting on Legal Aid (Amendment) Regulation 2012,
Legal Aid (Assessment of Resourees and Contributions)
(Amendment) Regulation 2012 and
Legal Aid Ordinance — Resolution of the Legislative Council
(Commencement) Notice

The Law Society’s Legal Aid Commitiee (“Committee”) welcomes in principle the
implementation of the expanded scope of Ordinary Legal Aid Scheme (“OLAS™)
and Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme (“SLAS”) passed by the Legislative Council
by way of resolution on 17 July 2012 under Section 7(b) of the Legal Aid
Ordinance and the proposed passage of the above subsidiary regulations to
facilitate such implementation as a step in the right direction to widen the scope of
the existing legal aid scheme.

However, Section 5(16) of the Legal Aid (Assessment of Resources and
Contributions) (Amendment) Regulation 2012 provides for, inter alia, the rates of
final contribution for all new type of proceedings (except employees claims on
appeals from Labour Tribunal) as well as proceedings relating to claims for
medical, dental and legal professional negligence (collectively “Claims™) at 15%
and 20% whereas the rates for other types of proceedings remain at 6% and 10%.
The Administration should explain the basis and justification for the much higher
rates for the Claims.

Moreover, notwithstanding such expansion, the scope of SLAS still remains
restrictive and falls short of the expectation of the public.

Deputy Secretary General
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The Law Society of Hong Kong

After implementation of the aforesaid, the Committee considers that review of the
existing legal aid scheme should continue for further expansion in both the scope of
services and coverage. Access to justice and equality before the Jaw can be
achieved only if the scope and coverage under the existing’scheme have been
sufficiently widened to meet the unmet needs of the public.

The Committee hereby urges the Administration 0 continue their review of the
legal aid scheme including but not limited to its scope and coverage.
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