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Phthalates in Toys and Child Care Products 
 
Purpose 
 
  This paper seeks Members’ views on a proposal to impose 
concentration limits of phthalates in several types of toys and child care 
products. 
 
Public Consultation 
 
2.  Phthalates are commonly used as plasticizers in polyvinyl 
chloride products and products containing plastic components.  There 
are concerns over the negative health impact arising from chronic 
exposure to several phthalates.  Advanced economies including the 
European Union, the United States, Australia, Canada and Singapore have 
imposed restrictions against the use of certain phthalates in specific types 
of toys and child care products. 
 
3.  We propose to impose similar restrictions in alignment with 
those adopted in the economies referred to above.  We have issued a 
note (copy at the Annex) to seek public views on the proposal.  The 
justifications and details of our proposal are set out in Sections Two and 
Three of the note.  The consultation period is to end on 19 January 2013. 
 
Advice Sought 
 
4.  Members are invited to offer views on the proposal set out in the 
note at the Annex. 
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