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Procedures for Assessing Liquor Licence Applications

Purpose

This paper sets out the procedures for assessing liquor licence
applications adopted by the Liquor Licensing Board (“LLB”).

Consideration of Liquor Licence Applications

2. The LLB is an independent statutory body established under the
Dutiable Commodities (Liquor) Regulations (Cap. 109B) (“the Regulations™)
to consider applications for liquor licence, including club liquor licence.
Each member shall make a declaration of interest at the time of their
appointment and as necessary when the LLB considers individual liquor
licence applications. Pursuant to Section 17 of the Regulations, the LLB
may grant a liquor licence without conditions or subject to such conditions
as it thinks fit, or refuse the application. The LLB shall not grant a liquor
licence unless it is satisfied —

(@) that the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold the licence;

(b) that the premises to which the application relates are suitable for
selling or supplying intoxicating liquor, having regard to —
(i) the location and structure of the premises; and
(if) the fire safety and hygienic conditions in the premises;

(¢c) that in all the circumstances the grant of the licence is not
contrary to the public interest.

3. In considering new liquor licence applications, the LLB consults
the relevant Government departments, including the Police, the Buildings
Department, the District Offices via the Licensing Office of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (“FEHD”). Exercising their
professional knowledge and experience, the relevant Government



departments examine the applications covering matters including the
background of the applicant, the suitability of the premises and possible
reaction of the neighbourhood. Based on their analysis and assessment, the
relevant Government departments tender their impartial advice to the LLB.
An applicant shall, at least two weeks before the LLB considers the
application, place advertisements in three newspapers in accordance with
Section 16 of the Regulations. The same is also posted on the LLB
webpage. For cases with neither objection nor adverse comments', FEHD
will approve the applications under the authority delegated by the LLB.
For contentious cases®, the LLB will conduct closed door meetings. For
contested cases®, the LLB will conduct open hearings to listen to
representations from the applicants, the objectors and the relevant
Government departments. The LLB arrives at an independent decision on
each case after the relevant case has been duly scrutinized and deliberated,
taking into consideration the views from relevant Government departments,
the applicant and the objector(s). By virtue of Section 14 of the
Regulations, the LLB will, as necessary, decide on any issue by a majority of
votes of the members present at the meeting.

4, Pursuant to Section 17(5) of the Regulations, an applicant or
residents to which the application relates may appeal to the Municipal
Services Appeals Board if they are not satisfied with the decision made by
the LLB. A flow chart showing the procedures for processing new liquor
licence applications is available on the LLB webpage and reproduced at
Annex.

5. Members are invited to note the content of this paper.
Food and Health Bureau

Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
June 2013

1 In these cases, the LLB has not received any objection nor adverse comment in relation to the liquor

licence applications from members of the public or the relevant Government departments.

In these cases, the LLB has received adverse comment(s) in relation to the liquor licence applications
from members of the public or the relevant Government departments, but there is no objection.

In these cases, the LLB has received objection(s) in relation to the liquor licence applications from
members of the public or the relevant Government departments.
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Annex

Flow Chart of Processing Application for New Issue of Liquor Licences

Applicat sbenits application to FEHD Licensmg (e (rez. 15 0f DCLE) |

¥
Applicant arranges for
adwertisement in 3 local

+

FEHD heensing staf refers applicationto departments concemed fior coromerts
withm 5 workmg days

*

¥

newrspapers at least 2
waalks bafore the case is
determined. (raz. 16 of
DCLE). The same is also

FEHD' distrct staff withn 7 wotkmg
days
* inspect the premises; and

¢ Coputerts fiomm HEPF & HAD within
Sareaks

¢ Comments fimn BD and FSD for

* post notice moarea nearihe premises dancing endorsment and cass of
About wasiizd on i LLE Police concem onlywathin 1 month
webpage.
10 ¥ ¥ ¥
weelks {a} For non-coniesied and condendious cazes, FEHD Liernsmg staff recere conunert s fiom deparbnerts andfor
public and prepate paper and repoit to Secetary, LLE wathm 10 wodking days.
{h} For coniesnied caves:
(11 FEHD distret stdfto compile a detailed report sbot the prerises withm 5 wodking days; and
(1) FEHD hremsing daffto prepawe paper and repott to Secwtary, LLE withm 10wodong days wpon recept of
tha rapoat.
¥ ¥
¥ Comtartins Cases Horvcortested Cases
¥

‘ Cortested Cases¥

¥

L.

LLE atmnges closed-door mesting

| LLE aranges open hearing |q—| l

LLE comsiders an open

haaring fre the
L applicaion is nacessary.
| LLE refisses the applicatim |
¥
LLE ADPICTES the

workmg days

& roasons for the refisal [res.
1'% 3 of DCLE]; and

& the rizht to appeal to MEALE
[reg. 1'7(4) of DCLE]

Secretary, LLE mfonns the
applicat and other Drterested
partes n wrimg withm 10

applicdion and srats a
limor heewce walid for
ore year or less with o
withon: conditions

InperirtendartFroseouti
onlLicensmg] vets and
approves the application
withm 7 wodimg days

¥

Apphicat ar other atetmsted
party appeals to MSAE
wathm 28 days after the date

—*

Zecretavr, LLE imforins the
applicant and other
ntemwsted partizs m wedms
withm 10wodeng days

of notiee [rez. 15 af
DiCLE]

¥
T T mp— |

i

® reasons for the approveal
with conditims reg. 1703
of DCLE]; andice

® the riglt of opeal to
MEAE [reg. 17(4) of
DCLE]

¥

‘ MISAE dismisses the appeal

| M54F allows the appeal |

FEHD atanges to isme  lquor
Licexce within 5 workmg days qpon
prodaction of a2 vabd mestaueedt
hcence

Abogt

weeks

* If LLB considers that any contested case requires to be processed specifically, it can deal with the objections in a manner as it sees
fit, including not convening an open hearing.

Legend:
HKPF =Hong Kong Police Force
BD =Buildings Department
LLB = Liquor Licensing Board

DCLR = Dutiable Commodities (Liquor) Regulations

FEHD = Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

HAD =Home Affairs Department
FSD =Fire Services Department

MSAB = Municipal Services Appeals Board





