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Open bazaar in Tin Shui Wai

During the Chief Executive ("CE")'s Question and Answer Session on
16 July 2012, CE had announced a series of policy initiatives to address
livelihood issues which included, among others, the proposed establishment of
a district open bazaar in Tin Shui Wai.

2. Subsequently, in her letters to Members-elect of the Fifth Legislative
Council dated 14 September 2012 (see Appendix 1), the Chief Secretary for
Administration ("CS") advised that it was the plan of the Administration to
create a district open bazaar in Tin Shui Wai providing some 200 low-rental
stalls with an objective to create job opportunities and reduce residents'
consumption burden, to demonstrate the potential of addressing district issues at
the district level, and to capitalize on local opportunities. CS also advised that
the Administration aimed at opening the bazaar before the coming Lunar New
Year in February 2013.

3. According to a press release issued by the Administration on
26 September 2012 (see Appendix I1), Yuen Long District Council ("DC")
members were supportive of the proposed creation of a district open bazaar in
Tin Shui Wai on Tin Sau Road. The Administration would continue to consult
them on operation details of the open bazaar. Relevant newspaper cuttings are
in Appendix I11.

4, Implementation of measures to promote the development of local
community economy has been an on-going concern to Members. During the
examination of the Draft Estimates of Expenditure 2005-2006,
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Hon CHAN Yuen-han had enquired about bazaar-related activities (including
the Wong Tai Sin Bazaar) organized by the Administration. The reply from
the Director of Home Affairs is in Appendix V.

5. At the Council meeting of 14 November 2007, a motion on "Developing
diversified hawking and bazaar economic activities" moved by
Hon WONG Kwok-hing as amended by Hon Vincent FANG was passed. The
motion and the Administration's progress report in respect of the motion are in
Appendix V.

Council Business Division 2
Legislative Council Secretariat
7 December 2012




Appendix I

CHIEF SECRETARY
FOR ADMINISTRATION’S OFFICE

Government of the Hong Kong

TEARAFE
ARG NITHEBR

B#d & kRMHNE

Special Administrative Region
of the People’s Republic of China

14 September 2012
Dear Members-elect of the Fifth Term Legislative Council,

Further to my earlier congratulatory letter to you following your
success in the election for the Fifth Term Legislative Council (LegCo), I
would like to send my warmest regards again and wish you all the best in
your coming endeavours. My colleagues and I look forward to working
closely with all LegCo Members in the next four years for the well-being of
the Hong Kong people.

The Chief Executive (CE) attaches great importance to the
relationship between the executive and the legislature. As pledged in
public, this is also one of my key work objectives.

As you are aware, the CE has earlier announced that he will deliver
his first Policy Address on 16 January 2013. This is to allow sufficient time
for a full-fledged consultation with Members of the new term LegCo.
Upon the commencement of the new term LegCo, the CE also intends to
address the Council at the first opportunity, on 17 October 2012, to elaborate
on his concept of governance, review progress made in the first three months
of the Fourth Term Government and outline his policy directions and work
priorities in 2013,

The CE has also pledged that to better address the pressing needs
of the community, measures which could improve people’s livelihood will be
announced as and when they are ready. In this connection, you are no
doubt aware that the CE has since mid-July announced a series of policy
initiatives to address livelihood issues, such as the introduction of the
monthly old-age living allowance; substantial relaxation of the Work
Incentive Transport Subsidy Scheme; and introduction of a package of short
and medium term initiatives to address housing issues, etc with a view to
enhancing support for the elderly and those who are in need. A summary of
these policy initiatives, with our intended timetable, is set out at the Annex.



Despite public expectations for implementation of these
improvement measures as early as possible, we accord importance to the
needed LegCo scrutiny. I have therefore requested responsible bureaux to
approach relevant Panels to arrange for meetings, with a view to providing
more details of these initiatives to Members, prior to seeking the necessary
approval from LegCo in some of the cases.

The new policy initiatives announced by the Government since mid
July are all in response to the calls of the community and are targeted to

improve our citizens’ livelihood. I am sure we share the common objective
to ensure their speedy and effective implementation.

Yours sincerely,

( Mrs Carrie Lam )
Chief Secretary for Administration

c.c. SG LegCo Secretariat



ANnnex

Policy initiatives to address livelihood issues as announced
by the Chief Executive since 16 July 2012

Support for the elderly and those who are in need

1. To introduce a monthly old-age living allowance of $2,200 to benefit
over 400 000 senior citizens

- we will consult the Legislative Council regarding arrangements to
brief the Panel on Welfare Services on the details of the allowance in
October 2012 before seeking funding approval of the Finance
Committee (FC) in the same month

- subject to FC’s funding approval, our target is to roll out the scheme
in early 2013, with the special arrangement to take the LegCo
approval date as the effective payment day

2. To double the value of health-care vouchers for the elderly from
$500 to $1,000 a year, benefitting about 700 000 senior citizens aged
70 or above

- we aim at briefing the Panel on Health Services on the details in
November 2012 and seeking FC’s funding approval in
December 2012.

- subject to FC’s funding approval, our target implementation date is
1 January 2013.

3. To substantially relax the Work Incentive Transport Subsidy Scheme
by providing for the option of an individual-based means test as an
alternative to the household-based means test

- we aim at briefing the Panel on Manpower on the details and seeking
FC’s funding approval in November 2012. The enhancement
measure will take effect after FC’s approval.

Housing and land planning initiatives
4. To set an annual quota of 5 000 for eligible white-form applicants to

purchase Home Ownership Scheme flats with premium unpaid on
the secondary market
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- we aim at briefing the Panel on Housing on the details as endorsed
by the Housing Authority at its first regular meeting in
October/November 2012

5. To implement a package of ten short and medium term initiatives to
address the prolonged housing issues

- please see Appendix for details of the package of initiatives.

-we aim at briefing the Panel on Housing and the Panel on
Development jointly on the details of the initiatives in
October/November 2012

Lift projects

6. To launch the “making it easier to get around” lift installation
programme at walkways to enhance universal access, particularly for
elders and people with disabilities

- we aim at briefing the Panel on Transport on the details at its first
regular meeting in October/November 2012 and seeking FC’s
funding approval in January 2013.

-subject to FC’s funding approval, we will kick-start our programme
Immediately, and commence construction of lift projects as soon as
the consultation, design and pre-construction works are completed.

Support for social enterprises

7. To create a Social Enterprise Development Fund to provide
alternative financing sources for the social enterprise sector with a
view to facilitating the start-up and growth of social enterprises

- we aim at briefing the Panel on Home Affairs on the proposed use of
the Fund in November/December 2012. Our target is to launch
initiatives financed by the Fund as early as possible in 2013.

Youth hostels
8. To build youth hostels in collaboration with non-government

organisations using the land they occupy to provide living space for
young people who are working
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-we aim at briefing the Panel on Home Affairs on the details in
November/December 2012. We will seek funding approval as and
when individual projects are ready.

Open bazaar in Tin Shui Wai

9. To create a district open bazaar in Tin Shui Wai providing some 200
low-rental stalls with an objective to create job opportunities and
reduce residents’ consumption burden, and to demonstrate the
potential of addressing district issues at the district level, and to
capitalise on local opportunities

- we aim at briefing the Yuen Long District Council on the details in
October 2012 and expect that part of the bazaar will come into
operation in February 2013. We are happy to brief the Panel on
Home Affairs as needed.

Improving operating environment for hawkers

10. To offer a grant to hawkers operating in fixed-pitch hawker areas to
improve fire safety and the operating environment of their areas and
to offer a one-off ex gratia payment to hawkers who choose to
surrender their hawker licences

- we aim at briefing the Panel on Food Safety and Environmental

Hygiene on the details in end 2012/early 2013 and seeking funding
approval thereafter.

- our current plan is to implement the scheme in May 2013.

September 2012



Appendix

Short to Medium Term Housing and Land Supply Measures
Announced by the Chief Executive on 30 August 2012

Short-term measures (6 — 12 months)

1.

To expedite the work to put up the Housing Authority’s remaining
Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) stock (about 800 flats) for sale.

To change the 1 000 flats under the first My Home Purchase Plan
(MHPP) project at Tsing Luk Street as subsidized sale flats, and
revisit the original MHPP Scheme as soon as possible.

To speed up the processing of pre-sale consent applications.

To continue government-initiated land sale in the quarterly land sale
programme for October to December 2012 as announced.

To convert the Chai Wan Factory Estate for Public Rental Housing
(PRH) wuse, producing 180 flats, and to commence two
redevelopment projects of industrial buildings in the form of a pilot
scheme by the Urban Renewal Authority (URA) in the 2012/13
financial year. One of these projects involves residential use of 180
flats.

Medium-term measures

6.

To continue to provide the remaining 4 000 MHPP flats through sale
and to explore a new home ownership scheme with long-term
sustainability to address the home ownership aspiration of the
original target group of the MHPP.

To grant part of the 1G1 site at the Kai Tak Development, originally
reserved for the URA to provide additional units for the URA’s
“Flat-for-Flat” Scheme, but which has yet to have any development
programme, to the Housing Authority for the development of about
500 HOS flats.

To rezone an “Open Space” site without development programme in
Cheung Sha Wan to “Residential” for PRH development of 2 300
flats.

To change 36 “Government, Institution or Community” (GIC) and
other government sites to residential use, capable of providing 11 900
flats.



10. To actively explore, under the policy on revitalization of industrial

buildings, the potential for allowing the use of certain industrial
land/buildings for residential purpose having regard to the current
regulatory constraints under the town planning regime and the
Buildings Ordinance.

Separately:

To formulate a long term housing strategy (the formation of a
committee chaired by the Secretary for Transport and Housing was
announced on 13 September 2012.)

To follow up on the implementation arrangements for “Hong Kong
properties for Hong Kong residents” (the details were announced by
the Chief Executive on 6 September 2012.)
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Appendix II

Press Releases

CS visits Yuen Long (with photos)
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The Chief Secretary for Administration, Mrs Carrie Lam,
visited Yuen Long this morning (September 26) to exchange views
with Yuen Long District Councillors. She also inspected the land
use development of Tung Tau Industrial Area and a site for the
Home Ownership Scheme in the vicinity.

Mrs Lam started the visit by meeting with some 30 Yuen Long
District Councillors to listen to their views. The District
Councillors who attended the meeting conveyed residents' concern
over issues including the proposed district open bazaar in Tin
Shui Wai, the need for community facilities (such as markets,
hospitals and swimming pools), local employment opportunities and
external transport links with other districts.

Mrs Lam was glad to learn of the Yuen Long District
Councillors' support for the district open bazaar in Tin Shui Wai
on Tin Sau Road, and assured them that the District Officer (Yuen
Long) will take heed of their views on operation details for the
open bazaar. She expressed her wish that the bazaar could start
operation before the coming Lunar New Year.

The meeting was followed by a tour of the latest
development in the district, with officers from the Planning
Department and the Housing Department providing updates on the
land uses of Tung Tau Industrial Area and the new site for the
Home Ownership Scheme in the vicinity.

Accompanied by the Acting District Officer (Yuen Long), Mr
George Tsoi, Mrs Lam went to a time-honoured cake shop in the
district and chatted with the shop owners to learn about sales of
mooncakes with the advent of the Mid-Autumn Festival.

Ends/Wednesday, September 26, 2012
Igsued at HKT 18:33

NNNN

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201209/26/P201209260522_print.htm
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'City of sadness' to get cheap market

Tin Shur Wai scheme will tackle high commodity prices and create jobs

A new market offering 200 stalls at low rents will provide business opportunities and cheaper basic goods
for poor residents of 7in Shui Wai,one of the city's most troubled districts, the government says.

Chuef Secretary Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngoryesterday unveiled a pilot scheme for a market on 38,000 sq
ft of government land in the new town in the northeast New Territories, known as the "city of sadness" for
1ts high level of poverty and a spate of suicides.

Lam said government departments had pledged HK$10 million to finance the necessary infrastructure, and
that the first of the stalls, available for just HK$800-$1,000 per month for the sale of groceries and other
necessities, could be available as soon as the Lunar New Yearholiday in February.

"We know that local residents might not have many choices in shopping, while the prices for daily
necessities are even more expensive than in the urban districts,”" Lam said.

She said the scheme had been introduced to address the concerns of residents, in line with promises by
Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying.

Residents have long considered 7in Shur Waibadly planned, and Leung faced calls during the election to
tackle expensive commodity prices in the town.

The Link Reit,which manages malls and other facilities on public housing estates, has been accused of

squeezing out small businesses by pushing up rents. The Link operates all but one of the nine malls in 7in
Shui Wai.

Lam said the market would be run by the non-profit Tung Wah Group of Hospitalsand the government
would provide HK$2 million to help run the operation.

Viola Chan Man Yee-wai,chairwoman of the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals, said: "We target rents of
between HK$800 and $1,000 a month, but we would consider waiving the first two months of rent to

tenants who encounter financial difficulties."

A spokeswoman for the group said low-income residents would be given priority in renting the stalls,
along with non-governmental organisations and other social enterprises.

District councillors welcomed the government's initiative - which is in line with Leung's election
manifesto - to create more jobs and business opportunities in the remote new town where residents often

http://wisesearch.wisers.net/ws5/tool.do?_&all-articles-input-enable=
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face long and expensive journeys to work.

Ken Chow Wing-kan,a Yuen Long district councillor, said the rent levels were acceptable and the new
market stalls would not affect the businesses of shopping malls in the area - most of which focus on
luxury commodities.

Another district councillor,Lee Yuet-man,said the district's popular dawn market - where hawkers sell
cheaper food and clothing every day from 7-10am - could be a nuisance to those living nearby.

The new market stalls could provide an alternative venue for the hawkers to run their businesses, Lee said.
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Appendix IV

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2005-06 Reply Serial No.
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO S-HABOS
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Question Serial No.

Head : 63 — Home Affairs Subhead (No. & title):

Department S67

Programme : 6302 Community Building

Controlling Officer : Director of Home Affairs

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Home Affairs

Question :

In Reply HAB084 (Question Serial No. 1290), the Administration mentioned a series of measures
to promote the development of local community economy and stated that a sum of $2.5 million
had been set aside for this purpose. However, it is noted that no bazaar-related activities are
included. Will the Administration organise such activities? If so, what are the details and the
estimated expenditure? If not, what are the reasons?

“2005 Policy Address Part D, Paragraph 94 : Urban Renewal

94. Enhancing the distinctive characteristics of our districts will be conducive to the development
of local community economy. Our efforts over the past years to promote local community
economy have achieved significant results. The Tsuen Wan Jewellery and Goldsmith Square, the
computer shopping centres in Sham Shui Po and the positioning of Sai Kung as the “Leisure
Garden of Hong Kong” are successful examples that have brought economic benefits and vitality
to their communities. But there have been cases, such as the Sheung Wan Gala Point, where we
have not achieved our objectives. We will draw on the experience gained when taking forward
other projects to promote local community economy. For instance, we will adopt pragmatic
measures to make the Wong Tai Sin Bazaar a success.

Asked by : Hon. CHAN Yuen-han

Reply :

Currently, the Government is making arrangement for the early implementation of a short term
local community economy bazaar at the vacant site adjacent to the Wong Tai Sin Temple. Taking
into account the recommendation of the Wong Tai Sin District Council, the Government has
agreed to grant the operation of the short term bazaar to a non-profit-making organisation for 18
months. The bazaar, with trading stalls featuring artifacts and commodities of unique
characteristics as well as a performance zone, will help enhance the attractiveness of the area in the
vicinity of Wong Tai Sin Temple to local and overseas visitors.

The short term bazaar is expected to commence operation in the latter part of 2005. The resources
earmarked for promoting the development of various local community economy activities in
2005-06 will cover this programme as well.



In the longer term, the Government will continue to work closely with the Wong Tai Sin District
Council on the possibility of linking up the potential tourist attractions, including the Wong Tai
Sin Temple and the Chi Lin Nunnery, to develop a well-integrated cultural hub in the district.

Signature
Name in block letters MRS PAMELA TAN
Post Title Director of Home Affairs

Date 16 April 2005




(Trandation) Appendix V

Motion on
“Developing diversified hawking and
bazaar economic activities”
moved by Hon WONG Kwok-hing
at the Legislative Council meeting
of Wednesday, 14 November 2007

Motion as amended by Hon Vincent FANG Kang

“That, as open-air bazaars not only feature local characteristics, which are one of
Hong Kong's tourist attractions, their operations are also diversified and have a low
threshold of entry, hence conducive to encouraging start-up businesses, and in order to
fully utilize human and land resources, develop diversified hawking and bazaar
economic activities to enhance the attractiveness of tourism in Hong Kong, as well as
to further revitalize on-street economy and diversified economic activities in remote
new towns, this Council urges the Government to:

(@) preserve and revitalize existing bazaars which have local economic, cultural and
native characteristics, and launch beautification works, enhance management
and promotion, so as to foster the viability and promote the sustainable
development of such bazaars;

(b) establish and develop new marketplaces with various characteristics, such as
creativity bazaars and marketplaces for organic fishery and agricultural produce;

(c) set up designated zones for street art performance, arts fairs and the like in order
to encourage and promote the culture of street art performance, preserve
collective memories, and maintain, discover and nurture the culture and talents
of folk art performance;

(d) set up various types of dawn markets and night markets at suitable locations so
that those running small businesses who are self-reliant and self-supporting can
have a way out;

(e) explore the setting up of on-street cooked food designated zones featuring
specialty food and drinks;

(f) expeditiousdy conduct a comprehensive review on the policies for hawker
licensing and management, and handle licence renewa applications with
flexibility to tie in with the objectives of increasing employment, promoting
diversified hawking and bazaar economic activities; and

(g) proactively explore with various District Councils to implement the above
measures and means for revitalizing the diversified economy and culture in the
districts,

so as to provide the grass-roots with opportunities for starting up small businesses and
employment.”



Progress Report on Actions Taken in Respect of the
Motion on “Development diversified hawking and bazaar
economic activities” Moved at the Legislative Council
Meeting on 14 November 2007

At the Legidative Council (LegCo) meeting on 14 November 2007, Members passed the
motion on “Development diversified hawking and bazaar economic activities’. The latest
position of follow-up actions taken in respect of the recommendations put forward by

Membersin the motion is summarized as follows:

Recommendations

Responses of the Administration and
the Progress of Work

(a) Preserve and revitalize
existing bazaars which
have local economic,
cultural and native
characteristics, and launch
beautification works,
enhance management and
promotion, so as to foster
the viability and promote
the sustainable
development of such
bazaars

The relevant Government departments and the Urban
Renewal Authority briefed the Subcommittee on
Heritage Conservation of the LegCo Panel on Home
Affairs on the proposed traffic arrangements for the
preservation of the entire open-air bazaar at Tai Yuen
Street and Cross Street in Wan Chai at the Subcommittee
meeting on 13 November 2007, and will consult the
Wan Cha District Council on the proposed
arrangements in January 2008.

The Hong Kong Tourism Board will continue to
publicize among visitors various thematic retail links
and open bazaars in Hong Kong. These local
attractions could help visitors explore Hong Kong's
living culture and enhance their travelling experience,
thereby helping us promote the diversity of Hong Kong
tourism.

(b) Establish and develop new
marketplaces with various
characteristics, such as
creativity bazaars and
marketplaces for organic
fishery and agricultural
produce

The gathering of people at specific locations to form
marketplaces and develop new marketplace ecomony
relies on the uniqueness and attractiveness of the
commercial activities themselves. Since 2002, the
Home Affairs Department (HAD) and District Councils
(DCs) havejointly launched a number of new initiatives.
For example, the Sheung Wan Promenade, Sham Shui
Po Hong Kong Computer Festival, Wan Chai Book
Festival, Tsuen Wan Jewellery and Goldsmith Square
and FARM Youth Culture and Innovation Bazaar at the
Victoria Park have been well received by the public and
tourists. In future, HAD will continue to support DCs
on these initiatives.

(c) Set up designated zones
for street art performance,
artsfairsand thelikein
order to encourage and
promote the culture of

“Arts Corners’ organized by the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department (LCSD) are held at the Hong Kong
Park, Victoria Park, Kowloon Park and Lai Chi Kok
Park respectively on weekends and public holidays.
The scheme aims to make our parks more appealing to




street art performance,
preserve collective
memories, and maintain,
discover and nurture the
culture and talents of folk
art performance

park goers and create a relaxed environment for arts
appreciation. Stalls are set up for selling of handicrafts
and artworks such as pottery, paper craftworks and
accessories;, and for providing arts services including
painting, calligraphy and sketching.

The LCSD also organizes the “Arts and Crafts Fair” at
the Hong Kong Cultural Centre, providing a similar
platform for creative talents to display their works and
share their creativity with visitors. The LCSD will
continue to enhance its projects on arts fairs to enliven
the city’s cultural life and nurture creative talents.

It is worth noting that some non-government venues like
the Hong Kong Gold Coast Shopping Mall also organize
arts fairs, which are well received by residents and
visitors alike.

In respect of promotion and preservation of traditional
Chinese arts and provision of performance opportunities
for upcoming artists, the LCSD organizes territory-wide
festive events in celebration of traditional festivals,
including the Lunar New Year Lantern Carnivals and
Mid-Autumn Lantern Carnivals. Apart from stage
performances, traditional cultural and folk arts activities
like palm reading, lantern riddles and spectacular lantern
displays are also offered.

Furthermore, regular free entertainment programmes
organized on a monthly basis at various outdoor/indoor
venues in the 18 districts, also cover a wide range of
traditional performing arts programmes like Cantonese
operas and operatic songs, Chinese folk songs and
dances, Chinese acrobatic shows, magic shows,
traditional puppet shows, etc, serving to promote
Chinese traditional culture.

(d) Set up various types of

dawn markets and night
markets at suitable
locations so that those
running small businesses
who are self-reliant and
self-supporting can have a
way out

The Administration is open to proposal for setting up
dawn markets and night markets. However, the
proposed locations have to be supported by the
concerned DCs, residents and the relevant government
departments.

(e) Explore the setting up of

on-street cooked food
designated zones featuring
specialty food and drinks

DCs and residents may have different views on setting
up of on-street cooked food designated zones. While
some people may be supportive of such zones, others are
concerned about the food safety and environmental




hygiene problems brought by these cooked food zones.
Some residents have requested the Administration to
re-site some existing on-street cooked food stallsin their
districts to off-street locations as soon as possible.

Given the diverse views of the public on this subject, the
proposal of setting up on-street cooked food stalls at
designated locations must have the support of the
respective DCs and local residents. Should there be
available sites and community support for such project
and provided that the food safety and environmental
hygiene standards are satisfied, Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department will provide appropriate assistance
to facilitate the setting up of these stalls.

(f) Expeditiously conduct a
comprehensive review on
the policies for hawker
licensing and
management, and handle
licence renewal
applications with
flexibility to tiein with the
objectives of increasing
employment, promoting
diversified hawking and
bazaar economic activities

The Food and Health Bureau (FHB) is now conducting a
review on hawker licensing policy covering issues such
as whether new licences should be issued and
arrangements for the transfer and succession of existing
licences. FHB will consult various hawker
associations, Legislative Council and the DCs concerned
in the course of the review. The review is expected to
be completed by mid-2008.

(g) Proactively explore with
various District Councils
to implement the above
measures and means for
revitalizing the diversified
economy and culturein

DCs are key partners of the Government on district
matters. Through the concerted effort of the DCs and
government departments, various initiatives to improve
economic and environment have been successfully
implemented in the past and the living quality of
residents in the districts have also been lifted. In

the districts future, the Government will continue to work with DCs
on matters of local concern. HAD will continue to
provide funding and appropriate support to assist DCsin
revitalizing the diversified economy and culture in the
districts.
Home Affairs Department

January 2008






