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Supplemental Report of the Public Accounts Committee on Report No. 60 of
the Director of Audit on the Results of VValue for Money Audits (November
2013 — P.A.C. Report No. 60A)

MR ABRAHAM SHEK: President, on behalf of the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), | have the honour to table our Report No. 60A today. This Report is
supplemental to the PAC's Report No. 60 and contains our conclusions and
recommendations on Chapter 7 of the Director of Audit's Report No. 60 on
"Preventive education and enlisting public support against corruption".

President, before | report on the conclusions and recommendations made
by the PAC, I, on behalf of the PAC, would like to point out that the PAC
recognizes the dedication and the good work of the Independent Commission
Against Corruption (ICAC) and its staff in making Hong Kong a world renowned
corrupt-free society during the past 40 years. The PAC's Report tabled today
only deals with the handling of official entertainment, duty visits outside Hong
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Kong and gifts during the tenure of the former Commissioner of ICAC, Mr
Timothy TONG Hin-ming which | shall highlight below.

The PAC deplores the inadequacies and non-compliances of the ICAC in
the handling of official entertainment, duty visits outside Hong Kong and gifts
during the tenure of the former Commissioner of ICAC, Mr Timothy TONG
Hin-ming, and condemns the then ICAC for having:

- tarnished the well known reputation of Hong Kong as a place of
probity as well as that of the ICAC as the forerunner in corruption
prevention;

- eroded the credibility of the ICAC, and the Community Relations
Department of the ICAC in particular, in educating the public and
enlisting public support against corruption; and

- undermined the effectiveness of the work of the Community
Relations Department, as public funds which should have been used
to provide more organizations and persons with preventive education
and enlist greatest public support against corruption were spent on
lavish official entertainment and gifts and excessive duty visits.

Now, | touch on the subject of public money spent on the work of
Community Relations Department.

The PAC expresses alarm and strong resentment, and finds it unacceptable
that public money, which should have been used on providing preventive
education and enlisting public support locally against corruption by the
Community Relations Department, had been spent by the ICAC on official
entertainment, gifts, and duty visits outside Hong Kong during the tenure of the
former Commissioner of ICAC, Mr Timothy TONG Hin-ming.

The PAC considers it inexcusable and condemns the then ICAC for failing
to put in place adequate checks and balances to ensure that the handling of its
official entertainment, gifts, and duty visits outside Hong Kong which should
have been carried out in the most appropriate, economical, effective and efficient
manner during the tenure of the former ICAC Commissioner, Mr Timothy TONG
Hin-ming. | shall now elaborate further on the inadequacies and
non-compliances identified in these three matters.
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Official entertainment

On the handling of official entertainment, the PAC notes that the
Community Relations Department of the ICAC had continued to exclude the cost
of wine and hard liquor procured separately from the expenditure of the meal it
organized, despite two incidents that took place in 2008 and 2009 respectively:

(1) the Administration Branch of the ICAC had introduced the ICAC
Form 569 in June 2008, subsequent to the Community Relations
Department's decision to exclude the cost of wine and Moutai (%)
in the expenditure of a dinner hosted by the former ICAC
Commissioner, Mr Timothy TONG Hin-ming, on 18 September
2007. The main purpose of the Form was to facilitate ICAC
officers to comply with government guidelines on official
entertainment, that is, to include the cost of wine and hard liquor
procured separately in the total expenditure of the meal for control
purposes; and

(2) amendments were made to the ICAC's Commission Standing Orders
on "Entertainment Expenses” in July 2009. The amended Orders
set out explicitly that expenditure per person for entertainment
should be inclusive of food, beverages and tips.

Duty visits

Regarding the handling of duty visits outside Hong Kong, the PAC notes
that whilst the Commissioner of ICAC is required to seek approval from the
Chief Executive for attending duty visits outside Hong Kong, the former ICAC
Commissioner, Mr Timothy TONG Hin-ming, made no confirmation with the
receiving parties on the detailed itinerary prior to submitting the applications to
the Chief Executive for approval. This had allowed changes to the duty visit
plan, including wantonly adding sightseeing activities and visiting more locations,
without the knowledge of the Chief Executive. An example was the duty visit to
Beijing and Yunnan in January 2009. Mr TONG's application to the Chief
Executive did not include a trip to Lijiang which mainly involved visits to scenic
spots.
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Gifts

On the handling of gifts, the PAC notes that it is the stated policy of the
ICAC since 1996 to "limit to the minimum the exchange of gifts on official
occasions. Where an exchange of gifts is unavoidable, the exchange should be
made from organization to organization”. This policy was later incorporated
into the ICAC's Commission Standing Orders on "Acceptance of Advantages".
The PAC also notes that some of the "Commission-wide" gifts approved by the
former ICAC Commissioner, Mr Timothy TONG Hin-ming, such as beef brisket
and fish balls, could not be said to come under the meaning of
"Commission-wide" gifts; and some other "Commission-wide" gifts, such as
scarves and a camera, were of a personal nature and were expensive.

Others

In addition, on official entertainment, the PAC also expresses grave dismay
and finds it inexcusable that the Community Relations Department had continued
the practice of not including the cost of wine and hard liquor procured separately
in the total expenditure of the meal, in blatant disregard to the relevant
requirement in the Commission Standing Orders as | have earlier said.

The PAC expresses grave dismay and finds it inexcusable that the
Administration Branch of the ICAC then failed to serve as a gatekeeper for
proper use of public money as it had failed to ensure that the requirements of the
relevant Commission Standing Orders and government rules and regulations were
complied with,

As the public has high expectation of the conduct of the Commissioner of
ICAC, the PAC considers it inexcusable and condemns the former ICAC
Commissioner, Mr Timothy TONG Hin-ming, for his ignorance or total disregard
to: (i) the requirement to include the cost of wine and hard liquor procured
separately in the expenditure of the meal, and (ii) the requirement that the giving
of gifts should be to organizations, as opposed to individuals, and should be kept
to the minimum, so as to avoid attracting criticisms of soliciting gifts and giving
rise to unnecessary exchanges of gifts.

The PAC also expresses alarm and strong resentment, and finds it
unacceptable that Moutai was served and consumed at many of the official
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entertainment hosted or attended by Mr Timothy TONG Hin-ming during his
tenure as Commissioner of ICAC. Not only had such serving of Moutai
increased the costs of the meals, official businesses of the ICAC, which might
and often be confidential in nature, could be divulged under the influence of hard
liquor or alcohol. The PAC considers that it is inappropriate for the ICAC, a
law enforcement agency, to serve Moutai at official entertainment.

Way forward

To prevent the recurrence of the inadequacies and non-compliances
identified in the report, the PAC urges that the ICAC should:

(1) putin place more checks and balances to ensure that public money is
used in the most appropriate, economical, effective and efficient
manner; and

(2) take steps to ensure that no attempts will be made by ICAC officers
to circumvent or violate the ICAC's regulatory systems and
procedures for handling official entertainment, duty visits outside
Hong Kong and the giving of gifts to indulge the wishes and whims
of their superiors.

Regarding the work of the Community Relations Department, the PAC
urges the Department not to, in pursuit of making greater use of the mass media
and web platforms to disseminate probity messages, slacken its work on making
face-to-face contacts with different segments of the community and the general
public to achieve the same, having regard to the fact that conducting activities by
face-to-face approach has been consistently acknowledged by the ICAC as the
most effective way to get the anti-corruption messages across.

Lastly, President, | wish to record our appreciation of the contributions
made by Members of the PAC. Our gratitude also goes to the witnesses who
attended the hearings held by the PAC. | would also like to express our
gratitude to the Director of Audit and his colleagues for their unfailing support.

Last but not the least, | would like to thank the Secretariat for giving us
their unfailing support.

Thank you, President.
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ME—XTHBEETRIEMNER

Alleged Environmental and Health Hazards Caused by a Factory in Fanling

9. MS EMILY LAU: President, | have received a request for assistance from
villagers in Fanling who claimed that they had been affected for more than 20
years by the pollution and stenches emitted from a lard boiling factory (the
factory) in Tai Tong Wu Village. At least nine nearby villages were affected.
The factory was built on Government land under Short Term Tenancy (STT) with
permitted land use for cow bone crushing activities, but it switched to lard
production. The villagers said that the factory's lard production gave off
stenches every day, causing headache, nausea and vomiting among residents of
nearby villages and thus endangering their health. The villagers consider that
both the Lands Department (LandsD) and the Environmental Protection
Department (EPD) are to blame for the decade-long problem. Apart from
sending several warning letters to the factory operator between 1992 and 2012,
the LandsD had neither prosecuted the operator nor terminated its land lease for
violating the permitted land use. Moreover, the EPD issued a specified process
licence (the licence) to the factory operator in 1999, which was subsequently
renewed for several times, and in 2011, the EPD extended the licence to April
2016. However, the LandsD, in its reply to the Legislative Council Secretariat
in 2012, indicated that the EPD's Environmental Assessment Division had stated
that it "does not support™ the application for change of land use on account of
factory's operation violating the Code of Practice on Handling the Environmental
Aspects of Temporary Uses and Open Storage Sites. Subsequently, the factory
operator commissioned the Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC) to prepare
an environmental assessment (EA) report for submission to the EPD in respect of
its application for change of permitted land use from cow bone crushing to lard
production. However, villagers said that the HKPC had sent their staff only
twice to the neighbourhood of the factory to measure emissions when the factory
emission was low and no odour was detected. They also said that while the
standard practice of HKPC's staff was to measure emissions when a factory was
running in "full load capacity", such staff of HKPC had to rely on the factory
concerned to tell them what was the "best time" to go there for measurement.
Until now, despite repeated requests from the villagers, the EPD has refused to
disclose the EA report on the premise that the report is regarded as "third party
information™ under the Code on Access to Information (CoA). In this
connection, will the executive authorities inform this Council:
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(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(@)

as the EPD has pointed out that the aforesaid EA report is not a
statutory report under the Environmental Impact Assessment
Ordinance (Cap. 499), whether the EPD has considered this report
before giving comments to the LandsD on the aforesaid application
by the factory operator for changing the permitted land use;

whether the EPD has measured the levels of emissions, sewage and
other pollutants from the factory; if so, of the findings;

as the factory operator had been fined nine times for violating the
Air Pollution Control Ordinance (Cap. 311) between 2000 and 2002,
why the EPD still renewed the licence to the factory for several
times;

as the LandsD has stated that the EPD had "no objection" to the
operator's application for changing the permitted land use under
STT from cow bone crushing to lard production, of the justifications
for the EPD making the "'no objection” comment; whether, in view of
the pollution and stench concerns expressed by the residents, the
EPD will withdraw its "no objection” comment;

as | was told that the EPD officials had said at a rural committee
meeting held earlier this year that the EPD had reservations about
the factory's application for changing the permitted land use under
STT from cow bone crushing to lard production, whether such
reservations still stand;

as the villagers have told me that the aforesaid EA report is public
information based on which the Government has made decisions
affecting them, whether the EPD will make public the report; if so,
when the EPD will do so; if not, of the justifications for that;

given that The Ombudsman indicated in 2012 that the LandsD had
failed to enforce the conditions in the land lease concerned and
allowed the factory operator to violate the permitted land use, why
the LandsD did not enforce the conditions in the land lease and
terminate the STT for the factory; and
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(h)  whether the LandsD has decided to renew STT for the factory despite
the evidence submitted by the villagers, The Ombudsman's report,
and the opinion of the Environmental Assessment Division of the
EPD?

SECRETARY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT: President, the subject lard
production factory has been in operation since the 1990s. It is located uphill to
the north of Tai Tong Wu Village in Ta Kwu Ling, at a distance of about 160 m
from the nearest village house cluster. Its operation involves cooking pig fat
from local sources to produce lard and dried fat residue for export as animal and
fish feed products. The factory is subject to the regulatory requirements of the
pollution control legislation, including a licence for operating a specified process
under the Air Pollution Control Ordinance and a wastewater discharge licence
under the Water Pollution Control Ordinance. The factory has adopted a
number of pollution control measures, including enclosure of the production area,
installation of water scrubbing system and activated carbon filter for cleaning of
the air emissions before discharge at the chimney, and the installation of a series
of grease traps and septic tank for treatment of the washing wastewater for
disposal at a soakaway pit within the site. Field inspections to the factory and
the nearby village areas conducted by the EPD in the past months indicated that
the factory operations and their pollution control measures were in line with the
statutory requirements.

(@ In connection with the renewal of STT for the factory site, the
LandsD sought comments on the application from concerned
government departments, including the EPD, in August 2012. The
EPD pointed out that the factory vehicles using the existing village
road might cause possible noise and dust problems and there was no
assessment information to show that these problems would be
properly managed. The factory commissioned a consultant HKPC
to address the issues and submitted an EA report to the LandsD in
support of their STT application in September 2013. The EA report
demonstrated that with additional mitigation measure of restricting
all factory vehicles to an alternative access road instead of going
through the village, the factory vehicles would not cause
unacceptable noise and dust impacts to the nearby residents. The
EA report also presented monitoring and assessment results at the
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(b)

(©)

(d)
(€)

(f)

nearest sensitive receivers, which showed that the factory operation
would comply with relevant environmental requirements. In
addition, since our field inspections showed that the factory's
operation complied with the pollution control legislation, the EPD
advised the LandsD that the EPD had no objection to the STT
application from the environmental perspective.

The EA report submitted by the consultant HKPC included
collection of field and measurement data. The EPD had carefully
reviewed the EA report and was satisfied that the assessment
conducted on the dust and noise impacts was professionally sound.
The EPD did not conduct separate measurements.

Between 2000 and 2002, the factory operator was prosecuted nine
times due to failure in meeting the air pollution control requirements
of the Air Pollution Control Ordinance. Because of the EPD's
enforcement actions, the factory operator had implemented pollution
control measures to clean up its oily fume and odour emissions from
the factory. Given the improvements made, the factory has been
meeting the requirements under the Air Pollution Control Ordinance.
Hence a Specified Process Licence was issued under the Ordinance
in 2003 and renewed in subsequent years.

The response as provided in part (a) above.

As explained in part (a) above, the EPD had expressed reservations
on the factory's STT application submitted in August 2012 because
the factory vehicles might cause possible noise and dust problems
and there was no assessment information to show that these
problems would be properly managed. Since the EA report
submitted to the LandsD in September 2013 had adequately
addressed the issue, the EPD did not further object to the STT
application from environmental perspective and advised the LandsD
accordingly.

The EA report was prepared by the lard factory and submitted to the
LandsD for purpose of the STT application. On the recent request
from a villager to obtain a copy of the report under the CoA, the
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(9)

EPD is in the course of processing the request in accordance with the
provisions of the CoA and will reply to the villager accordingly.

The STT was granted in 1983 for the purpose of a bone crushing
factory. The LandsD issued a warning letter to the tenant in 1992
after discovering a breach of the user clause. The tenant, in
response, submitted an application for modification of the STT as a
means of regularization. The tenant applied in parallel to the
relevant authorities for planning approval, offensive trade licence
and licences required under the Air Pollution Control Ordinance and
Water Pollution Control Ordinance. In the meantime, local
objections were received against the tenant's application for
modification of the STT.

In the course of taking forward the application with regard to this
particular case, departments concerned have specified various
technical requirements and the tenant has been taking proactive
actions to comply with these requirements. Having regard to such
steps taken by the tenant, the LandsD has withheld for the time being
further tenancy enforcement pending completion of the processing of
the various other applications in relation to the operation of the
established concerned.

The Ombudsman concluded in his findings in 2012 that there had
been delay on the part of the LandsD in processing the regularization
application, and urged the LandsD to liaise with the relevant
departments to resolve the issues and reach a prompt decision on the
regularization application. The LandsD agreed with The
Ombudsman's findings and recommendations.

Subject to no further objection from departments concerned, the
LandsD would continue to process the STT regularization
application, and in the process take into consideration local views.
Each case is considered on its own merit, and the LandsD will
consider whether any objection raised is substantiated, and if so
ensure that they are properly addressed. The application, if
approved, would be subject to such terms and conditions as
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(h)

considered appropriate including payment of retrospective market
rental for the user to be permitted under the STT. The tenant would
also be clearly informed that the Government reserves the right to
terminate the STT if the case is not rectified, or to refuse renewal if
there is any further breach under the lease and/or other regimes.

Please refer to part (g).
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Supply of and Demand for International School Places
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Statistics on Transactions of Private Residential Properties

21.

MR ABRAHAM SHEK: President, will the Government inform this

Council of the respective numbers and total values of the transactions of private
residential properties acquired by non-Hong Kong permanent residents and those
acquired in the name of a company in each month between January and October
this year, with a breakdown by transaction price of property (set out separately in
tables of the same format as the following)?

(Month) 2013

a
. ( ). ) (b)
Private residential . ) )
. . . Private residential
Transaction | properties acquired by i N (a+b) (a+b)
. properties acquired in the
price of non-Hong Kong Total number| Total value
. . name of a company
residential permanent residents of of
roperties Total val Total val transactions | transactions
prop Number of 0 aofa ue Number of 0 aofa ue
transactions ) transactions )
transactions transactions
Below
$4 million
$4 million to
$8 million
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(a)
Private residential . (b). .
. . . Private residential
Transaction | properties acquired by . N (a+b) (a+b)
. properties acquired in the
price of non-Hong Kong Total number| Total value
. . . name of a company
residential permanent residents of of
properties Number of Totalo:c/alue Number of Totalo}/alue transactions | transactions
transactions . transactions .
transactions transactions
Over
$8 million to
$20 million
Over
$20 million

SECRETARY FOR FINANCIAL SERVICES AND THE TREASURY:
President, the relevant number of residential property transactions and total value
of consideration involved are now set out in Tables 1 to 10 below. The
information is taken from applications for stamping of agreements for sale of
residential properties received by the Inland Revenue Department (IRD) during
Currently, applicants are only required to state in their
applications whether buyers are Hong Kong Identity Card (HKIC) holders but not

the relevant months.

whether they are Hong Kong permanent residents.

provide relevant information on buyers who are non-HKIC holders.

Table 1: January 2013

Thus, the IRD can only

Private residential . . .
roperties acquired b Private residential (a+b)
Transaction prop a y properties acquired in the (a+b)
. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of . name of a company  |Total number
. permanent residents of
residential of .
roperties Total value Total value transactions transactions
prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions |transactions |transactions|transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 23 $63 97 $274 120 $337
$4 million to
$8 million 26 $148 112 $569 138 $717
Over
$8 million to 22 $272 25 $299 47 $571
$20 million




TTHEE — 2013%F11827H

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 27 November 2013 135
Private residential . . .
roperties acquired b Private residential (a+b)
Transaction prop a y properties acquired in the (a+b)
. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of . name of a company  |Total number
. permanent residents of
residential of .
roperties Total value Total value transactions transactions
prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions|transactions [transactions|transactions
(in million) (in million)
Over
$20 million 3 $82 10 $371 13 $453
Table 2: February 2013
Private residential . . .
roperties acquired by Private residential (a+b)
Transaction P properties acquired in the (a+b)
. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of . name of a company |Total number
. permanent residents of
residential of .
roperties Total value Total value transactions transactions
prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions|transactions |transactions|transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 23 $61 53 $145 76 $206
$4 million to
$8 million 40 $226 77 $423 117 $649
Over
$8 million to 25 $265 37 $475 62 $740
$20 million
Over
$20 million 2 $56 12 $821 14 $877
Table 3: March 2013
Private residential . . .
roperties acquired b Private residential (a+b)
Transaction prop a y properties acquired in the (a+b)
. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of . name of a company  |Total number
i i permanent residents of
residential of .
roperties Total value Total value transactions transactions
prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions|transactions|transactions [transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 35 $102 51 $101 86 $203
$4 million to
$8 million 38 $212 31 $192 69 $404
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Private residential . . )
roperties acquired by Private residential (a+b)
Transaction | P properties acquired in the|  (a+b)
. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of ermanent residents name of a company  |Total number of
residential P of .
roperties Total value Total value transactions transactions
prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions |transactions|transactions|transactions
(in million) (in million)
Over
$8 million to 25 $303 20 $243 45 $546
$20 million
Over
$20 million 8 $222 6 $487 14 $709
Table 4: April 2013
Private residential . . )
roperties acquired by Prlv_ate resu_jentlgl (a+b)
Transaction P properties acquired in the (a+h)
. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of ermanent residents name of a company  [Total number of
residential P of .
roperties Total value Total value transactions transactions
Prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions|transactions | transactions | transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 22 $55 42 $100 64 $155
$4 million to
$8 million 21 $116 64 $365 85 $481
Over
$8 million to 25 $305 19 $196 44 $501
$20 million
Over
$20 million 4 $137 7 $205 11 $342
Table 5: May 2013
Private residential . ) )
roperties acquired by Prlv_ate resw_ientlgl (a+b)
Transaction P properties acquired in the (a+b)

. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of ermanent residents name of a company  |Total number of
residential P of .

roperties Total value Total value transactions transactions
prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions|transactions|transactions|transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 33 $91 52 $125 85 $216
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Private residential . . )
roperties acquired by Prlv_ate resu_jent@l (a+h)
Transaction | P properties acquired in the (a+b)
. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of permanent residents name of a company |Total number of
rersoldg:,:g Total value Total value transZ::tions transactions
prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions |transactions|transactions |transactions
(in million) (in million)
$4 million to
$8 million 33 $181 80 $437 113 $618
Over
$8 million to 17 $210 15 $181 32 $391
$20 million
Over
$20 million 3 $133 7 $331 10 $464
Table 6: June 2013
Private residential . idential
. roperties acquired by Prlv_ate rest _entu_a (a+h)
Transaction P non-Hona Kon properties acquired in the (a+b) Total value
price of ermanent?esi de?wts name of a company  |Total number of
residential . Total value Total value of transactions
properties Number of of Number of of transactions (in million)
transactions |transactions|transactions |transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 20 $53 33 $75 53 $128
$4 million to
$8 million 30 $164 27 $161 57 $325
Over
$8 million to 8 $90 13 $142 21 $232
$20 million
Over
$20 million 1 $23 3 $294 4 $317
Table 7: July 2013
Private residential . . )
roperties acauired b Private residential (a+h)
Transaction P I’FI)OI’I-HOH qKon y properties acquired in the (a+b) Total value
price of ermanent?esi degrjwts name of a company  (Total number of
residential : Total value Total value of transactions
properties Number of of Number of of transactions (in million)
transactions |transactions|transactions|transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 31 $93 53 $147 84 $240
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(@)

Private residential

(b)

Private residential

Transaction properties acquired by properties acquired in the (a+b) (a+b)
. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of ermanent residents name of a company  [Total number of
residential : Total value Total value of transactions
properties Number of of Number of of transactions (in million)
transactions | transactions|transactions|transactions
(in million) (in million)
$4 million to
$8 million 25 $148 56 $319 81 $467
Over
$8 million to 23 $310 31 $313 54 $623
$20 million
Over
$20 million 2 $44 4 $174 6 $218
Table 8: August 2013
Private residential . idential
. properties acquired by Prlv_ate resi _en(;lg h (a+b)
Tran_sactlon non-Hong Kong properties acquired in the (a+b) Total value
price of ermanent residents name of a company  |Total number of
residential P of .
roperties Total value Total value transactions transactions
Prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions|transactions | transactions | transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 26 $75 94 $259 120 $334
$4 million to
$8 million 25 $148 21 $118 46 $266
Over
$8 million to 16 $184 8 $86 24 $270
$20 million
Over
$20 million 5 $112 9 $539 14 $651
Table 9: September 2013
Private residential . . il
. roperties acquired by Prlv_ate res'c.’e”“?‘ (a+b)
Transaction | P properties acquired in the (a+b)
. non-Hong Kong Total value
price of ermanent residents name of a company  |Total number of
residential : Total value Total value of transactions
properties Number of of Number of of transactions (in million)
transactions |transactions|transactions |transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 28 $88 179 $447 207 $535
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Private residential Pri idential
. roperties acquired by rivate residentia (a+h)
Transaction P non-Hona Kon properties acquired in the (a+b) Total value
price of ermanent%esi degr]\ts name of a company  [Total number of
residential : Total value Total value of transactions
properties Number of of Number of of transactions (in million)
transactions|transactions|transactions|transactions
(in million) (in million)
$4 million to
$8 million 42 $231 25 $146 67 $377
Over
$8 million to 18 $229 10 $123 28 $352
$20 million
Over
$20 million 6 $278 2 $77 8 $355
Table 10: October 2013
Private residential . . .
roperties acquired b Private residential (a+b)
Transaction | P rrl)on-Hon qKon y properties acquired in the (a+b) Total value
price of ermanentgresi de?lts name of a company | Total number of
residential P of .
roperties Total value Total value transactions transactions
prop Number of of Number of of (in million)
transactions|transactions|transactions |transactions
(in million) (in million)
Below
$4 million 22 $69 31 $77 53 $146
$4 million to
$8 million 43 $233 25 $141 68 $374
Over
$8 million to 14 $175 11 $149 25 $324
$20 million
Over
$20 million 6 $180 11 $486 17 $666
EAEAMNEEEEMA M EEERERFEEBRBNSH

Involvement of Mainland Officials in Hong Kong in Vetting and Approval of
Domestic Free Television Programme Service Licence Applications
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE PHARMACY AND POISONS
ORDINANCE

SECRETARY FOR FOOD AND HEALTH: Deputy President, I move that the
motion under my name, as printed on the Agenda, be passed.

Currently, we regulate the sale and supply of pharmaceutical products
through a registration and monitoring system set up in accordance with the
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance. The Ordinance maintains several Schedules
under the Pharmacy and Poisons Regulations and a Poisons List under the
Poisons List Regulations. Pharmaceutical products put under different parts of
the Poisons List and different Schedules are subject to different levels of control
in regard to the conditions of sale and keeping of records.

For the protection of public health, some pharmaceutical products can only
be sold in pharmacies under the supervision of registered pharmacists and in their
presence. For certain pharmaceutical products, proper records of the particulars
of the sale must be kept, including the date of sale, the name and address of the
purchaser, the name and quantity of the medicine and the purpose for which it is
required. The sale of some pharmaceutical products must be authorized by
prescription from a registered medical practitioner, dentist or veterinary surgeon.

Arising from an application for registration of two pharmaceutical
products, the Pharmacy and Poisons Board proposes to add the following
substances to Part | of the Poisons List and the First and Third Schedules to the
Pharmacy and Poisons Regulations:

(1)  Mirabegron; its salts; its esters; their salts; and

(i)  Pasireotide; its salts.



TFEeE — 2013%F11827H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 27 November 2013 151

Pharmaceutical products containing the above two substances must then be
sold in pharmacies under the supervision of registered pharmacists and in their
presence, with the support of prescriptions.

For amendment regulations concerning the adding of the above substances
to Part | of the Poisons List and the First and Third Schedules to the Pharmacy
and Poisons Regulations, we propose them to take immediate effect upon gazettal
on 29 November 2013, to allow early control and sale of the relevant medicine.

The two Amendment Regulations are made by the Pharmacy and Poisons
Board, which is a statutory authority established under the Ordinance to regulate
pharmaceutical products. The Board comprises members engaged in the
pharmacy, medical and academic professions. The Board considers the
proposed amendments necessary in view of the potency, toxicity and potential
side effects of the medicine concerned.

With these remarks, Deputy President, | hope Members could support the
motion.

Thank you.
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Ehmmrm BT EREEH/FTR -
Ms Claudia MO rose to claim a division.
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THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 27 were present, 22 were in favour of the amendment
and four abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 28 were present, 25 were in favour of the
amendment and three abstained. Since the question was agreed by a majority of
each of the two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the
amendment was passed.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 23 were present, 17 were in favour of the amendment and six
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 28 were present, 20 were in favour of the amendment
and seven abstained. Since the question was agreed by a majority of each of the
two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the amendment was
passed.
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Mr IP Kwok-him rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 23 were present, 17 were in favour of the amendment and six
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 28 were present, 20 were in favour of the amendment
and seven abstained. Since the question was agreed by a majority of each of the
two groups of Members present, he therefore declared that the amendment was
passed.
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Adjourned accordingly at fourteen minutes past Eleven o'clock.
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