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Member will ask the question in this language
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Regulation of guesthouses
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Hong Kong Marathon
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Debris removal charges collected by

outsourced property management services contractors of public housing
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Vetting and approval of Mainlanders’ applications
for settlement in Hong Kong
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Offsetting of severance payments and long service payments with the accrued

benefits of mandatory provident fund schemes
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Media reporting arrangements for on-line news media
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Impact of the shortening of the residence requirement for
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance
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Hon Dennis KWOK (Written Reply)

Since before the Handover in 1997, it has been a legitimate practice for the Hong
Kong Government to grant ex gratia payments of compensation on moral or
compassionate grounds under certain exceptional circumstances of miscarriages
of justice where the Government is not legally liable. Such circumstances
include but are not limited to where a person suffers damage from police actions,
iIs wrongfully convicted, charged or imprisoned, notwithstanding the
circumstances offer no grounds for any claim of civil damages. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(1) of the total number of applications for ex gratia payments under the
aforementioned circumstances granted and rejected in the past five years;

(2) of the particulars of the cases where ex gratia payments were granted in
the past five years, including the amounts of compensation offered in
each case; and

(3) of the assessment agency and criteria employed for granting ex gratia
payments;

4) of the reasons for the rejection of applications for ex gratia payments in
the past five years, if any;

(5) of the number and particulars of complaints regarding the denial or
inadequate amount of ex gratia payments granted in the past five years, if
any; and

(6) whether there are any plans to initiate the reform of the current
assessment and arrangement of the ex gratia compensation scheme,
particularly in response to whether the arrangement for ex gratia
payments will include a legislative scheme for an independent assessor to
review the merits and amount of compensation as found in the practice
within the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, and to whether any
potential conflicts of interest will arise regarding the contemplation of the
views from the Secretary for Justice and other departments or bureaus
during the assessment of granting ex gratia payments; if so, of the details;
if not, the reasons for that?
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Enforcement of the Trade Descriptions

(Unfair Trade Practices) (Amendment) Ordinance 2012
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Unlicensed guesthouses and mechanism
for issuing licences for guesthouses
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Methods used in catching stray dogs
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Financial position of bureaux and government departments
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Installation of video surveillance cameras in public places
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Public works projects conducted under
the new engineering contract system
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Embezzlement by staff
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Handling of animals received by the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department
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Handling of Mainlanders with criminal records
who come to Hong Kong for settlement
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Demand for services of Maternal and Child Health Centres
from children born to Mainlanders in Hong Kong
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Burglaries of luxurious homes
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Rest facilities for employees of
outsourced service contractors working in government venues
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Appointment of non-official members to advisory and statutory bodies
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Residential care homes for the elderly and persons with disabilities
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