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Your Views Are Important

The Civil Engineering and Development Department is studying the feasibility of
an Environmentally Friendly Linkage System (EFLS) as a modern and convenient
intra-district connector for Kowloon East comprising Kai Tak Development,
Kowloon Bay and Kwun Tong, and conducting a two-stage public consultation
exercise in regard to the EFLS proposal.

Stage 1 public consultation took place from February to October 2012 and
included a series of meetings with statutory and advisory bodies, professional
institutions, transport operators and interested groups, as well as two public
engagement workshops. The views and suggestions received have revealed
overall support for strengthening the connectivity of Kowloon East, and have
been analysed to identify the following three issues of most concern shown on
the next page.
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Need for an Elevated

Rail-based EFLS
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Stage 1 Public Consultation Overview

Why not route via the existing Taxiway
Bridge to Kwun Tong, instead of the
proposed Kwun Tong Transportation Link
(KTTL) bridge from the former runway tip?

Can the KTTL section be curtailed or
implemented at a later phase?

Can the EFLS be extended to serve
adjacent districts?

Where are the desirable locations for the
EFLS stations?

Should Hoi Yuen Road or King Yip
Street be the final leg to Kwun Tong
MTR station?

8 1} E8

HBEERAENRE

Implications for the Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter
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Public
Consultation
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HENEL, E-PEHAIBNER.

Our aim for Stage 2 public consultation is to sum
up and respond to public views and suggestions
received in the first stage, and to seek views and
suggestions on a proposed detailed feasibility
study to address the various concerns before
committing to project implementation.
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Kowloon East encompassing the dynamic new Kai Tak Development, Kwun Tong and
Kowloon Bay districts is set to become another premier CBD, with the opportunity
to regenerate communities, integrate leisure and business activities, and provide
approximately 5.4 million square metres office space doubling the office space
currently available in Central.

Reliable, efficient, comfortable, green connections within Kowloon East and with the
rest of Hong Kong are essential to make this ambitious vision a reality. The EFLS will
form the backbone of a multi-modal linkage system serving Kowloon East.
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After 10 to 15 years,
as demand grows and
more offices, facilities
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A well-balanced connectivity system is essential for the
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BXEE, —EZEFAL. FESHINEER successful development of CBD in Kowloon East. In the long N B— _ . = EFLS Alignment and attractions come
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BIETRABREARBIA, URHKE Cruise Terminal
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FBEEE Kwun Tong
Transportation Link

(KTTL)

to the MTR Kwun
Tong Station.

widened walkways.




ﬁiﬁi%ﬁfﬁ W s ) G R BT R

New Together BY3E R )
World-Class Connections
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NEREREZEAHFERT, BRMERRERE. Taking in Kai Tak, Kowloon Bay and Kwun Tong, Kowloon
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Existing road
conditions in
Kwun Tong and
Kowloon Bay
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RuazmEpyRegs  Eastis adiverse area of old and new. With the MTR system

RBEE, BE—H skirting around its periphery, large parts of Kowloon

%i%ﬁ;‘%ﬁﬁﬂlig

East are served only by roads, while Kai Tak, formerly a
restricted airport area, is far removed from MTR and major
road connections. In the

older districts of Kowloon

Bay and Kwun Tong, busy
streets, narrow footpaths,
frequent roadside activities
and established buildings limit
the scope for development or
extending transport options.
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B A it A EIRE Aerial Photograph from Lands Department
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Need for an Elevated Rail-based EFLS
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A vital ingredient for the
development and success

of a CBD is the availability

of high-quality internal and
external connections to attract
world-class businesses. These
connections must be well
planned, convenient, safe and
reliable, and fully integrated to
maximise efficiency.

An elevated monorail will provide unbeatable connectivity
as part of a multi-modal linkage solution within the new
CBD, especially for areas not served by the existing or
planned MTR network, and to give easy access to the MTR
for travel to other districts and beyond. With links to the
existing MTR stations at Kowloon Bay and Kwun Tong and
the planned Kai Tak Station of the Shatin to Central Link,
the monorail will act as a catalyst for the CBD to flourish in
Kowloon East.
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Need for an Elevated Rail-based EFLS
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The roads in Kwun Tong and Kowloon Bay are already
busy. Adding a ground-level tram or light rail system
would drastically reduce road space, block side streets
and building entrances, and compromise roadside
activities and safety. The reliability and efficiency of the
service would also be affected by traffic conditions.
And that is before the additional traffic to serve the
potential extra 4 million square metres of office space
is factored in.
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Building the transport system underground would be
prohibitively expensive and would also conflict with major
underground facilities in the area, such as the existing Kai
Tak Tunnel as well as the District Cooling System, the Central
Kowloon Route, the Trunk Road T2 tunnel and the large-scale
stormwater box culverts that are located or planned to run
under Kai Tak. The EFLS also needs to link with the elevated
MTR stations at Kwun Tong and Kowloon Bay. The interchange
would be inefficient and inconvenient if an underground

EFLS system is adopted.
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An elevated monorail is independent of ground level
traffic congestion to guarantee the efficient and reliable
service required for the sustainable development of the
CBD, and also avoids potential safety problems with other
road users.

The supporting structures for a monorail are less intrusive
than other raised transport options. The slim columns,

which can be located within the central dividers of

existing roads or in open space next to roads, cause far
less disruption at ground level. =
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With spectacular views of Victoria Harbour, a futuristic
monorail is likely to become a tourist attraction in its
own right and an exciting introduction to Hong Kong for
passengers at the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal.

From the Kai Tak Fantasy at the tip of the runway, the

EFLS will also open up the full range of Kai Tak’s leisure
facilities including the multi-purpose sports complex and
many parks, promenades and open spaces for the public
and visitors. And a well-designed monorail can become an
iconic element of the district’s branding and visual identity.
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Taxiway Bridge or

Runway Tip?

A suggestion was made to realign the EFLS route via
Wai Yip Street and the existing Taxiway Bridge midway

along the former runway to avoid the need for a new KTTL
bridge with its associated costs and implications for the
Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter.

In Favour of the Taxiway Bridge Option

@ No impact on the Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter caused
by the KTTL with a bridge clearance of 21 metres

® Enhanced connectivity between Kowloon Bay and the
end of the runway

® Better connectivity between the Kowloon Bay and
Kwun Tong business areas

In Favour of the KTTL Alignment

® A direct link between Kwun Tong and the former
runway tip will create synergy for the development of
a leisure, recreation and tourism hub and benefit the
cruise terminal, the multi-purpose sports complex and
Kai Tak Fantasy

® Balanced interchange traffic between the Kwun Tong
and Kowloon Bay MTR Stations (The Taxiway Bridge
option would likely overload Kowloon Bay MTR Station)

® No impact on planned developments, including hospital
sites at the former south apron

@ Both Hoi Yuen Road and King Yip Street alighment
options remain viable

® A well-designed KTTL monorail-cum-pedestrian and
cycle track bridge could become an iconic landmark of
Kowloon East

With a clear edge over the Taxiway Bridge option,
the route via the KTTL - the bridge from the
former runway tip to Kwun Tong - remains the

recommended option.

2.7
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Opportunities for enlarging coverage of the EFLS

to adjoining older developed districts, including

To Kwa Wan, Kowloon City and San Po Kong have
been explored. This was not pursued due to
concerns about the noise and visual implications

in residential areas, privacy issues, and inadequate
road space to accommodate the supporting
structures. However, the possibility of building in the
flexibility for future expansion of the EFLS will be

considered in the proposed detailed feasibility study.
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Inter-district travel between Kowloon East and adjacent
districts such as Hung Hom, Choi Wan and Lei Yue Mun as
well as linking to uphill developments at Anderson Road
and Anderson Road Quarry needs to be considered in a
wider perspective taking account of a multi-modal linkage
system. Given that the EFLS is a light capacity rail system
serving intra-district movements, it cannot cater for these

inter-district transport needs.
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Other Use of Water Body at the Typhoon Shelter?

As a sheltered 30-hectare expanse of water near
the heart of Victoria Harbour soon to be surrounded
by newly-created waterfront promenades and
recreational facilities, the Kwun Tong Typhoon

Shelter, together with the Kai Tak Approach Channel,

has the potential to become a valuable water sports
centre and leisure amenity.

With the surrounding areas undergoing a
dynamic transformation from a disused
airport, previous public cargo working area

and old industrial districts into a modern business,
recreational and tourism centre, the Stage 1
consultation clearly showed a public aspiration

for the Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter to reflect this
change and be put to more beneficial use for the
good of the wider community. Water sports, boating
and a more pleasant vista were high on the agenda.

3.3
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Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter — a photo taken on
14 Aug 2013 during typhoon Utor

The clearance of about 21 metres above the sea
for the proposed KTTL — a monorail-cum-pedestrian
bridge with a cycle track over the entrance of the
typhoon shelter would limit access for tall vessels,
especially high-mast dumb steel lighters.

Since the closure of the Kwun Tong Public Cargo
Working Area in 2011, commercial marine activities
in the typhoon shelter have drastically reduced,
which would free the area for other activities.

Also, compared to previous years, notably fewer

high-mast lighters have sought shelter in the area
during typhoons. Taking into account the current
usage at the Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter, the
proposed detailed feasibility study will explore the
scope to release the water body for co-use with
other activities and will investigate the need for and
way forward of alternative sheltered spaces for the
displaced vessels. Close communication with the
marine industry will be maintained.
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Next Move for the EFLS

We have looked at the issues raised in the first
stage of the public consultation to develop an EFLS
proposal which offers the optimal solution to meet
the connectivity needs of Kowloon East in the
coming decades.

Before a decision is made on the proposed EFLS,
we need a more in-depth study to ascertain critical
issues, including:

e the technical design of stations and depot, the
choice of operating system and operation and
maintenance requirements;

e preliminary environmental impact assessment;

e ways to improve the financial efficacy of the
project, project implementation strategy as well
as more detailed capital cost estimates and
financial assessments;

e flexibility for future expansion of the EFLS network;

e enhancement of multi-modal connectivity of
Kowloon East with neighbouring areas before and
after the EFLS implementation; and

® more beneficial usage of the water body at Kai Tak
and concerns about the loss of sheltered space for
tall vessels.

We recommend a detailed feasibility study be
conducted and would welcome your views on the
elements to be included in this study.
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Voice Your Views

Your views are important. We invite you to participate
in the Stage 2 public consultation activities and

send your suggestions and views, in particular, on

the proposed detailed feasibility study, to the Civil
Engineering and Development Department by email,
fax or post on or before 4 February 2014.

M Kai Tak Office,
Kowloon Development Office,
Civil Engineering and Development Department,
7th Floor, Empire Centre, 68 Mody Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon.
¥ 3106 3432
=l 2369 4980
@ ktd@cedd.gov.hk

Website

For more information on public consultation activities
and all the latest news, please visit the EFLS website
at http://www.ktd.gov.hk/efls

Disclaimer: A person or an organisation providing any comments and suggestions
to the Development Bureau or Civil Engineering and Development Department
on the “Stage 2 Public Consultation on Environmentally Friendly Linkage

System” shall be deemed to have given consent to the Development Bureau or
Civil Engineering and Development Department to partially or wholly publish

the comments and suggestions (including the names of the individuals and
organisations). If you do not agree to this arrangement, please state so when
providing comments and views.
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