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To the Chief Executive Officer of Hong Kong Mr. C'Y Leung,

My name is Mandy Tang Hoi-Man, I have severe hearing loss on both of my ears
since birth. I began my speech training since age 1. I was raised by my hearing parents
and grew up in an oral environment with no exposure to sign language and Deaf culture.
I went through primary and secondary mainstream education in Hong Kong, and later
continued high school and university education in Fine Arts in Canada. Upon
university graduation in 2006, I returned to Hong Kong. In 2010, I began a one year
full-time Master degree in Linguistics with a focus on Sign Linguistics. Currently, [ am
working as a teacher for the deaf under the Jockey Club Sign-Bilingualism and
Co-enrolment in Deaf Education Programme at the Kowloon Bay St. John the Baptist
Catholic Primary School, for the Centre for Sign Linguistics and Deaf Studies, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong.

I realize the suppression of the use of sign language and the lack of support for deaf
students in Hong Kong, especially in education. I am committed to supporting and
advocating the use of sign bilingualism in education for the benefits of deaf children
enrolled in mainstream schools. I will share my own insights especially on the

importance and benefits of sign bilingualism in education for deaf children.

A lot of people often wonder why I choose to become a sign bilingual while my speech
is excellent and that I seem to fit in well in the hearing world. They thought that my
clear speech ability give me happiness through academic success and achievements,
and pride to fit in with hearing people. In fact, people often not able to understand the
effect of limited hearing reception and the underlying psychological burden and
pressure while I grew up using oral language only. I often felt lonely when studying in
mainstream schools where I was always the only deaf student, and I developed a shy
and introvert personality, being deprived of social interaction with hearing classmates
with the fear of feeling different from them. Feeling different was a major
psychological burden for me to accept and embrace my identity as a deaf person, and to

feel confident in whatever I did or wanted to pursue while growing up.

It is sad that in Hong Kong, social inclusion means for the disabled to be
accommodated and be accustomed to the standard and desires set by the majority. Deaf
children are expected to become ‘hearing’, to be in the hearing culture and to use
speech. Being Deaf, being in Deaf culture and to use sign language in Hong Kong is
misunderstood by the majority as underprivileged and inferior. Only after my Master
degree where I learnt more about sign linguistics and sign bilingualism, I started to
develop a sign bilingual-bicultural identity where I can feel proud and comfortable to

be whom and what [ am now.



Developing a healthy identity is paramount for a deaf child to attain their full
capabilities. Sign bilingualism opened up choices and more guarantees than contact
with just one language, in my case, with just oral language. I wish I had become a sign
bilingual since early childhood for the benefits for accessing wider world knowledge
and cognitive abilities, and to develop better social and interpersonal intelligence to be
acculturated to both the hearing world and Deaf world using oral language and sign

language.

The Jockey Club Sign-Bilingualism and Co-enrolment in Deaf Education Programme
at the Kowloon Bay St. John the Baptist Catholic Primary School is exactly helping
deaf children to learn and to grow up happily for who they are. Their academic
performances get better with the sign language exposure and support from their deaf
and hearing teachers. They are all now learning equally with other hearing classmates,
and they are all respected and being appreciated for their strength and own difference
as a unique person. This learning environment also in turn alleviates the inclusive
atmosphere in the whole school. It also proves a great outcome as the school is
honoured to be selected as one of the Caring Schools for Students with Special

Education Needs in the Caring School Award Scheme this school year.

I hope you can support the sign bilingual education for the sake and future of the deaf
children who can be as bright as they can be! You will not be disappointed to see how
simply and how great a sign bilingualism as a language preference in education can

open up the full potentials and possibilities of individuals who benefit from it.
Thank you!

“One never regrets knowing several languages
but one can certainly regret not knowing enough...”
- Frangis Grosjean

Y ours sincerely,

Miss. Mandy Tang Hoi-Man

Teacher for the deaf

At the Kowloon Bay St. John the Baptist Catholic Primary School
for The Centre for Sign Linguistics and Deaf Studies,

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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