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integrated education

Abstract

A great number of the students with hearing
impairment studies in the mainstreaming schools
under the policy of integrated education in Hong
Kong. Research and reports indicated that they
might have difficulties at different levels in the
learning and school adjustment.

The Hong Kong Society for the Deaf
conducted an exploratory study to examine
the difficulties encountered and the support
for students with hearing impairment. Between
July and December 2008, the research team
collected views from 127 parents and 100
teachers of primary children with hearing
impairment by means of questionnaires and
interviews. It aimed at exploring the perception
of parents and teachers on the academic
performance and learning difficulties of their
students with hearing impairment as well as the
appropriateness and adequacy of the services
and support provided by the government and
schools

The findings indicated the perception of
the poor academic performance and difficulties
in communication, sociai life and school
adiustment of students with hearing impairment
(HN. A majority of students with HI encountered
lzarning difficulties in the basic subjects. Their
participation in class activities was undesirable
due to poor communication and low esteem.
The services, support and provision of hearing
aids were criticized and improvement was
expected. In relation to the identified difficulties,
the recommendations are summarized as
follows:

1. To review the policy of inclusive education
and encourage seme schools for more
intensive work on sludents with hearing
Imgairment.

To saf up tha district supporting cenire 1or
sludents with HI

| A survey on the difficulties and challenges encountered
by primary students with hearing impairment in

3. To strengthen the teaching force for

students with HI

a. Teachers in schools with H! students
should be professionally trained.

b. The responsibility and training should
be recognized as functional and for
promotion purposa.

¢. Schools should be supported by
the government, tertiary institution,
professional bodies and rescurce centre.

To improve the service and support of

students with HI

a. To strengthen the speech training

b. To provide more remedial help before
and after class

c. To adopt more effective teaching
strategies and accommodation

d. To develop the full potential of students
with HI through school extra-curricular
activities

g. To cultivate the caring culture in schools

f. To strengthen the home-school
partnership and skills in schools and
teacher education

g. To provide more support to students
with H! and other disabilities.

To improve the provision and services of

hearing aids

a. To review the current policy in the service
and provision of hearing aid provision

b. To sponsor two hearing aids to students
with impairment on both ears

c. To set up the policy of using the FM
systern in schools

d. To bulid up a ¢hannel of comrmunication
to lake care of the immediate needs of
students with HI.
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