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Landfill-visit demand as giant flies travel further

District councillors of Tuen Mun demanded to visit the local landfill, as residents continue to be plagued
by monster flies .

District council member Josephine Chan Shu-ying said fellow Democratic Party councillors will demand
a visit to the landfill, which they suspect to be the source of the oversized insects.

Chan recalled a fly outbreak in Tuen Mun 10 years ago, caused by rotten meat in the landfill.
“*[The present problem] is similar," she said.

In addition to Leung King, Butterfly and Sam Shing - all public estates with wet markets - Chan said fly
invasions were also reported in nearby Ha Pak Nai village and the market attached to Siu Hong Court, a
Home Ownership Scheme estate.

“"Even Ha Pak Nai has a fly outbreak, when it has no wet market. Ha Pak Nai is very close to the
landfill," Chan noted.

The outbreak in Ha Pak Nai, separated by a river from the West New Territories Landfill at Nim Wan in
Tuen Mun, is more serious than other estates in the district.

Thousands of flies were trapped on fly paper within hours by Ha Pak Nai residents.

A resident named To said the situation is worse than previous years, adding the landfill contractor even
sent each household an electric fly trap in the summer.

“"Perhaps they already knew there will be lots of flies," To said.

A neighbor said his fields are full of flies, affecting crops. He has no way to kill them as they fly away
when he sprays insecticide.

So Oi-kwan, district council member for Butterfly, said some councillors and Home Affairs Department
officials will visit the estate today to survey the situation.

The Environmental Protection Department insists there is no serious fly outbreak at the landfill but said it
will continue to work with Food and Environmental Hygiene officials to tackle the matter. WINNIE
CHONG
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Winged invaders create a buzz in Tuen Mun

Locals believe the swarms of flies are coming from the nearby landfill — and it’s getting worse

What sounds like a scene from a B-grade horror movie has become a frustrating reality for many Tuen
Mun residents over the last few days.

Since the start of last week, parts of the town have been swamped by large flies that locals speculate may
have come from the nearby landfill at Nim Wan.

At Ha Pak Nai village, just a stone’s throw from the city’s biggest dump, the South China Morning Post
saw swarms of flies yesterday afternoon.

“We’ve always had pests, but in the last 10 days, it’s become very serious. Every time we eat, we have

to put out fly traps,” said storekeeper Cheng Mei-shing, holding up two sheets of sticky flypaper coated

with the dead insects. “Just 25 minutes ago, this piece of paper was all white ... It’s like we’re competing

with them for food now.” Cheng said officials carried out pest-control measures there last week, but
“none of it has worked”.

Village representative Cheng Wai-kwan said the community had seen an increase in pests of all types —
including flies, gnats and fleas — in the past few years, and the growing landfill, which lies just across a
small river from the village, was to blame. “From just one storey high, the landfill is now more than 10
storeys high. The stench is so bad sometimes, you get a headache,” he said, adding there was an invasion
of flies 20 years ago due to rotting animal carcasses in the landfill.

The Environmental Protection Department drew fire last month for covering up the scale of effluent leaks
from the nearby Ta Kwu Ling landfill, which polluted water in several villages in the area including Ha
Pak Nai.

Plans to extend the Tuen Mun and Ta Kwu Ling dumps were deferred in July, after the Tseung Kwan O
extension plan was withdrawn amid strong opposition. At Tuen Mun’s Butterfly Estate yesterday, there
were markedly fewer flies buzzing around compared to the previous week.

Local resident Mrs Chan said she was shocked when she walked into a bakery on Thursday and saw a
loaf of bread covered in flies. “It’s obvious they have come from the landfill. I hope they build an
incinerator and get rid of this dump as soon as possible,” she said.

Fishmonger Mrs Leung said there were so many flies in the wet market on Friday, she had to cover her
produce with plastic. She added that there were fewer flies in the area since the department sprayed there
last week.

Lawmakers were invited to inspect the landfill yesterday, but there were no swarms of flies to be seen
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there. A department official said it was hard to pinpoint the source of the flies, but no evidence showed
they had come from the landfill. But, acting on the department’s advice, the contractor said it was
conducting pest control at the landfill in stronger doses and more often.

Lawmaker Albert Ho Chun-yan said he was concerned any expansion of the landfill could bring similar
and more frequent fly problems to the area.
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