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The time for the ITB is now
‘Charles Mok defends the government’s decision to create
an Innovation and Technology Bureau as a move long

overdue.

The government has presented
a proposal of establishing the
Innovation and Technology
Bureau (ITB). Do we really need
an ITB?

LegCo member contribution

CHARLES MOK BT3¢

irst of all, let’s ask ourselves, are we
satisfied with the state of our economy
and its outlook in the long run?

In LegCo debates, most of the members
speak in support of promoting innovation
and technology industries as a means to make
Hong Kong's economy more balanced and
less reliant on the so-called 4 pillar indus-
tries’. Over the years, the government has
introduced numerous funding schemes and
technology infrastructure projects to boost
the technology sector. Yet today our economic
structure has hardly changed and the inno-
vation and technology industry still remains
nasoentl'genermngon}y 0.7% of GDP in 2012,
with no increase in the past 4 years at all).

Our neighbouring economies have
grasped the opportunity of the technol-
ogy-driven economy to generate growth
and transform, thanks to having top-
level organisation that focuses on strat-
egy and policy-making, as well as ensur-
ing the follow-through is done properly.

Our neighbouring economies
have grasped the opportunity
of the technology-driven
economy to generate growth
and transform, thanks to having
top-level organisation

Singapore has a National Research Foun-
dation directly reporting to the Prime Min-
ister's Office and a research board, ASTAR,
that executes policies. Taiwan has estab-
lished a board to oversee technology and
scientific development since 1960s and has
recently upgraded it to ministry level. South
Korea's Ministry of Science, ICT and Future
Planning devises national strategy for tech-
nology development and is mandated to
review and upgrade its strategy every 5 years.

In Heng Kong, technology is only one of
the policy areas under one of the branches
of a policy bureau. The CEDB simply has
too much on its plate to give technology
the attention that matches its importance.

MOK SAYS LET THE ITB RISE. Long time y
Bureau encourages his colleagues to get on board the fI'Btﬂln Phota: Vaugl\n Hew

vation and technology, and broadcasting.

The existing Communications and Tech-
nology Branch of the CEDB handles a whole
range of heavy-weight policies such as tele-
communications, broadcasting and ereative
industry, not to mention the SCED already

of ITB after the amendment of the Telecom-
munications Ordinance and Broadcasting
Ordinance, and I still think it is best to
put these policy areas under the same roof.

tin i ion and

needs to take care of industry
and tourism. What we need is someone to
be accountable, to look at the big picture, to
‘work with different departments together
and to be the champion of technology at
the top level. Under the current structure,
this initiative has to compete with loads of
other equally important policies, and [ would
argue that insufficient attention results in
slow implementation and lack of priority.

Part of the underlying reasons why we
lag behind has to do with our manpower
and education policy, our society's culture
and other systemic factors. [ am not saying
that having a Secretary and a bureau will
change everything: but taking a first step is

what we need nghtnnw to make progress.

What we need is someone to be
accountable

The government's current proposal is
relatively modest compared to the 2012 re-

Even since the of the Infor-

or; proposal, which included the

mation and Bureau

logy and C ions Bureau.

in 1998, and subsequently the Commerce,
and Technology Eureau by the
ce and

Bureau (CEDE) in 2007, the mfumatmn

technology (IT) sector has been calling for

the establishment of a technology bureau

responsible for policy issues on IT, inno-

The government now suggests adding 8 new
posts and reshuffling 26 existing posts from
CEDB, Innovation and Technology Commis-
sion and Office of the Government Chief
Information Officer. The [TB will cost over
$32 million in its first year. I have previ-
ously proposed including the OFCA as part

technology must be long term
and persistent

One might think is this new bureau just
going to do more of the same from the past.
Many doubt what the new ITB can actu-
ally achieve. But the crucial thing is, do
we want to let the current CEDB continue
to waste our time and effort or take advan-
tage of the government’s initiative to turn
technology into a boost for our .2

Drone Zone:

Regulating
drones

Pleree Andricu/AFP

Drones are already in the
skies above Hong Kong. The
city is quietly becoming a
global centre of drone related
companies. When the drone
wave explodes, Harbour Times
asks if Hong Kong will kill or
create with legislation.

Leader

CALVIN LAM HiZal

g century after Wright brothers made

a successful attempt to fly the first

powered airplane in 1903, flying ma-
chines have come to another watershed. Un-
manned Aircraft Vehicles (UAVS), also known,
as drones, could bring us immense benefits,
if only we can regulate them properly.

A prompt response by the
Hong Kong government will
stem future conflicts and
shape our city as a hub for UAV
development.

They fly among us

Already we are spotting UAVs over the Hong

Kong metropolitan area (HT spotted one in

Central close to PLA headquarters) and we will

be seeing more. ‘The uses of UAVs for aerial
and film-shooting are on the

medium to improve standard of living for
citizens, and most importantly, and better
jobs for our young people. I choose the latter.
Colleagues in the LegCo often talk about

the lack of upward mobility or types of
jobs for young puople ‘We debate this
over and over again. Hong Kong cannot
only rely on the graces of the Mainland
government to survive and must look to
the next wave of ‘innovative economy”.
From a pragmatic point of view, invest-
ment in innovation and technology must be
long term and pem‘stenr. What society gets
with the new ITB is a confirmation that our
government is willing to take technology
seriously, a Secretary to be charged with
making progress, and a chance to get some-
thing done properly. Let us focus on making
sure how this bureau will meet the needs
of the industry as well as public expecta-
tion, instead of treating it with suspicion.

rise. Richard Kimber, an aerial cinematogra-
pher based in Hong Kong says: “the big ben-
efit of the drones is we can take it anywhere
[..] it is much more affordable than hiring a
helicopter which you might only have one
or two hours. So it gives you more flexibil-
ity to get exactly what you want, knowing
that you can take off and land from pretty
much anywhere.” Some countries have also
used UAVs for security purposes, including
Israel. Mr Eric Fruitman, a Herewin New
Energy executive specialising in lithium
polymer energy technology for UAV opera-

tors, says the UAVs “save them [Israeli gov-
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