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unauthorized consolidated entry in the Loose-leaf edition does not legally form 
part of the consolidated instrument concerned. The validity of any subsequent 
amendment to an unauthorized consolidated entry as appearing in the Loose-leaf 
edition may technically be irregular as the entry is arguably not part of the 
instrument. Moreover, since the Chinese text of an Ordinance was declared 
authentic under section 4B of the Official Languages Ordinance (Cap. 5) on the 
basis of the English text of the Ordinance published in the Loose-leaf edition, the 
authentic Chinese text of an unauthorized consolidated entry may also be 
irregular. 

Part 12 

3. Annex A contains a list of all Gazette notices of specifications made 
under section 43 of Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1)(Cap. 
1) covered by clause 66. They were consolidated into the Specification of Public 
Offices (Cap. 1 sub. leg. C)( Cap. JC) in the absence of a consolidation power. 
The legal effect of these original specifications is not doubtful. However, as 
mentioned above, the validity of a subsequent amendment to an unauthorized 
consolidated entry, or of the authentic Chinese text of such an entry, may be 
irregular and therefore questionable. We therefore propose clause 66 to validate 
the irregularities. 

4. Apart from dealing with the unauthorized consolidation issue, as Cap. 1C 
has been in place for many years, we have· taken the opportunity to review and 
update the specifications e.g. by following up those consequential amendments 
that should have been made in previous amendment exercises. It is therefore 
proposed to replace all the specifications by clauses 63 and 64. However, the 
scope of the updating exercise is limited to reviewing the accuracy of the existing 
specifications only, without introducing new specifications. For the substance of 
the updating exercise under clause 63, please see Annex B. 

5. Division 4 (clause 66) contains validating provisions in relation to the 
technical irregularities regarding unauthorized consolidated entries in Cap. 1C 
and the relevant purported amendments. It is logical for the technical 
irregularities to be first rectified, immediately before the commencement of 
Divisions 1 to 2 (which will replace all the specifications made under section 43 
of Cap. 1) and of Division 3 (which contains consequential amendments for the 
replacement). 

Part 13 

6. Clause 67 relates to paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Antiquities and Monuments 
(Declaration of Monuments and Historical Buildings) (Consolidation) Notice 
(Cap. 53 sub. leg. B). Part 1 of Annex C contains all Gazette notices of 
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declarations covered by clause 67. Clause 68 relates to the Schedule to the 
Country Parks (Designation) (Consolidation) Order (Cap. 208 sub. leg. B). Part 2 
of Annex C contains all Gazette orders of designations covered by clause 68. 

7. The legal effect of these original notices and orders is not doubtful. 
However, as mentioned above, the validity of a subsequent amendment to an 
unauthorized consolidated entry, or of the authentic Chinese text of such an entry, 
may be irregular and therefore questionable. We therefore propose clauses 67 
and 68 to validate the irregularities. 

Clause 157 in Part 15 

8. The Registration of Persons (Invalidation of Identity Cards) 
(Consolidation) Order (Cap. 177 sub. leg. C) (Cap. 177C) consolidated Orders 
invalidating HKID cards. Items (p) to (u) are unauthorized entries (i.e. added to 
Cap. 177C in the absence of a consolidation power). 

9. The legal effect of the invalidations is not doubtful. We propose repealing 
Cap. 177C as the invalidations have had their effect already. 

B. Clause 173 in Part 15 

10. Sections 32 to 36 of the Buildings (Amendment) Ordinance 2011 (16 of 
20 f 1) amend certain Schedule numbers by changing them to Arabic numerals. 
These amendments are no longer necessary because the relevant Schedule 
numbers have already been amended by editorial amendments made under 
s.2A(1) of the Loose-leaf Ordinance (see E.R. 1 of2012). 

Yours sincerely, 

s. Leonora lp) 
Senior Assistant Law Draftsman 

Law Drafting Division 

c.c. Clerk to the Bills Committee 
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