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This paper responds to Members’ enquiries raised at the eighth Bills 

Committee meeting on 16 June 2014 about the procedures for marriage registration 
including the making of affidavit. 
 
2. Under the Marriage Ordinance (Cap. 181), marrying parties (regardless of 
nationality and residency) who wish to solemnize a marriage in Hong Kong will have 
to go through the following procedures – 
 

(a) To give a Notice of Intended Marriage ("the notice") to the Registrar of 
Marriages ("the Registrar") (Annex A) either directly or through a civil 
celebrant of marriages, and make before the Registrar or the civil celebrant 
an affidavit in accordance with section 12 of the Marriage Ordinance 
(Annex B). 
 

(b) The Registrar shall exhibit the notice in his office until the issue of a 
Certificate of Registrar of Marriages (Annex C) or the expiry of the 3-month 
period. 

 
(c) The Registrar may, at least 15 days after the giving of a notice, issue the 

Certificate of Registrar of Marriages to enable the marrying parties to 
celebrate their marriage within three months from the date of notice 
provided that all the statutory requirements are met. 

 
(d) A marriage has to take place at a marriage registry by a Registrar; or in a 

licensed place of worship by a competent minister or at any other place in 
Hong Kong by a civil celebrant of marriages. 

 
(e) The marriage should take place within three months upon giving of the 

notice. 
 

3. In accordance with the Bill, we intend to amend the affidavit in Annex B to 
specify the legal requirement under the Marriage Ordinance that every marriage must 
be the union of one man and one woman, and to set out for persons who have 
received a full sex re-assignment surgery, they are to be treated as being of the sex to 
which they are re-assigned after the surgery.  The proposed revised affidavit is at 
Annex D.  
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Section 12 of Marriage Ordinance (Cap.181) 

 

I,                described in the Notice of Intended Marriage on the reverse 

hereof, make oath and say/solemnly and sincerely affirm, 

(1) that it is my intention to be joined in marriage to the other party described 

in the said Notice of Intended Marriage, 

(2) that I believe that there is no impediment of kindred or affinity as provided 

in section 27(1) of the Marriage Ordinance or any other lawful hindrance to 

the marriage (including the legal requirement under section 40 of the 

Marriage Ordinance that every marriage must be the union of one man and 

one womanNote), and 

* (3)  that no consent to the marriage is required by law from any other party. 

* (3)  that the consent of the parties required by law to consent to the marriage has 

been obtained. 

 

    I understand that if any of the above statements or any of the particulars entered 

in the said Notice of Intended Marriage is false, I may be liable to prosecution under 

the Crimes Ordinance. 

 

I/We consent to the making of any enquiries necessary for the processing of my/our 

application. 

 

 

 

(Signature of the party giving the notice) 

 

                                                 
Note  Under section 40A of the Marriage Ordinance, if a person has received a full sex re-assignment 

surgery, the person is, for the purposes of this Ordinance, to be treated as being of the sex to 
which the person is re-assigned after the surgery. 

  
 A full sex re-assignment surgery is a surgical procedure that— 

(a) has the effect of re-assigning the sex of a person from male to female by— 
(i) removing the person’s penis and testes; and 
(ii) constructing a vagina in the person; or 

(b) has the effect of re-assigning the sex of a person from female to male by— 
(i) removing the person’s uterus and ovaries; and 
(ii) constructing a penis or some form of a penis in the person. 

Working Draft (as at 17.6.2014) 
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