
Bills Committee on Pharmacy and Poisons (Amendment) Bill 2014 
 

Summary of meetings between the Administration  
and relevant deputations of the trade  

during the period from January 2013 to June 2014 
 
 

  At the meeting of the Bills Committee on the Pharmacy and Poisons 
(Amendment) Bill 2014 (“the Bill”) on 4 July 2014, Members inquired 
about the meetings between the Administration and relevant deputations 
of the trade in relation to the Bill.  Summary of the meetings concerned 
is set out in the Annex for Members’ reference. 
 
 
 
Food and Health Bureau 
14 July 2014 
 

LC Paper No. CB(2)2056/13-14(01)



Annex 
 

Bills Committee on Pharmacy and Poisons (Amendment) Bill 2014 
 

Summary of meetings between the Administration and the relevant deputations 
of the trade during the period from January 2013 to June 2014 

 
 

 Dates  Deputations  Major concerns raised 
1. 24 January 2013 

(Meeting) 
 

 The Hong Kong Association of 
Pharmaceutical Industry 

 The Pharmaceutical Distributors 
Association of Hong Kong 

 Hong Kong Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers Association 
Limited 

 DKSH Hong Kong Limited 
 LF Asia (Hong Kong) Limited 
 Zuellig Pharma Limited 

 

﹣ Concerned about the proposed 
requirement of placing orders of 
pharmaceutical products in 
written form (including the 
electronic means that can be 
used) and the timetable of 
implementation 

 

2.  7 January 2013 and 
15 March 2013 
(Meetings) 

 The Hong Kong Association of 
Pharmaceutical Industry 

 The Pharmaceutical Distributors 
Association of Hong Kong  

 Hong Kong Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers Association 
Limited 

 DKSH Hong Kong Limited 
 LF Asia (Hong Kong) Limited 
 Zuellig Pharma Ltd 

﹣ Concerned about the timetable for 
requiring drug dealers engaging 
in secondary packaging of drugs 
to compile with the Good 
Manufacturing Practice (“GMP”).

﹣ Expressed concern about the 
qualification requirements of the 
key personnel (including the 
authorized persons (“APs”)) of 
the drug dealers engaging in 
secondary packaging of drugs.  

﹣ Concerned about the impact of 
extending the requirement of 
keeping control sample of 
finished products (e.g. 
over-labelling of statement or 
replacement of product inserts 
according to the prevailing 
labelling requirements) to 
secondary packaging activities, in 
particular if the products are for 
life-saving or imported in limited 
quantity. 
(After consideration of the views 
expressed, the Administration 
decided to move Committee 
Stage Amendments to amend the 
relevant provisions.)  

 



 Dates  Deputations  Major concerns raised 
 

3. 29 January 2013, 
20 March 2013 and 
10 April 2013 
(Briefings) 

 Drug dealers engaging in 
secondary packaging of drugs  
 

﹣ Concerned about the timetable for 
requiring drug dealers engaging 
in secondary packaging of drugs 
to compile with the GMP. 

﹣ Expressed concern about the 
qualification requirements of the 
key personnel (including the APs) 
of the drug dealers engaging in 
secondary packaging of drugs. 

﹣ Concerned about the impact of 
extending the requirement of 
keeping control sample of 
finished products (e.g. 
over-labelling of statement or 
replacement of product inserts 
according to the prevailing 
labelling requirements) to 
secondary packaging activities, in 
particular if the products are for 
life-saving or imported in limited 
quantity. 
(After consideration of the views 
expressed, the Administration 
decided to move Committee 
Stage Amendments to amend the 
relevant provisions.) 
 

4. 13 January 2014 
(Meeting) 
 

Hong Kong Suppliers Association ﹣ Expressed concerns over the 
prevailing regulation of hair dyes, 
vitamins and mineral 
supplements. 

(The Association also sent a letter 
to the Food and Health Bureau 
(“FHB”) on the same matter. 
The FHB already issued written 
response and clarification to the 
Association, see Appendix 1.) 
 



 Dates  Deputations  Major concerns raised 
5. 6 February 2014 

(Meeting) 
 

Direct Selling Association of Hong 
Kong Limited 

﹣ Considered that vitamins and 
mineral supplements should be 
excluded from the classification 
list of pharmaceutical products 
and exempted from the legislative 
proposal. 

(The Association also sent a letter 
to the FHB on the same matter. 
The FHB already issued written 
response and clarification to the 
Association, see Appendix 2.) 

6. 7 February 2014  
(Meeting) 
 

Hong Kong General Chamber of 
Pharmacy Limited 

﹣ Concerned about the proposed 
requirement of the presence of a 
registered pharmacist in the 
premises of an authorized seller 
of poisons (“ASP”) whenever the 
ASP is open for business 

(Given the concerns of the trade 
and Members of the Legislative 
Council Panel on Health Services 
(“HS Panel”) on the proposed 
requirement, and having regard to 
the fact that the manpower supply 
of registered pharmacists in the 
coming few years may not be 
sufficient to cope with the 
demand arising from the above 
proposal, the proposed 
requirement has been withdrawn 
and the relevant provisions has 
been removed from the Bill.) 

﹣ Concerned about the proposal that 
all Part I poisons are required to 
be stored in locked receptacles 
placed in the registered premises 
of an ASP and the keys of the 
receptacles must be possessed by 
registered pharmacists 

﹣ Expressed concerns about the 
drafting of the codes of practice 
(“COPs”) for relevant drug 
dealers, including the requirement 
of placing drug orders in written 
form 



 Dates  Deputations  Major concerns raised 
7. 11 February 2014  

(Meeting) 
Pharmaceutical Society of Hong 
Kong 
 

﹣ Concerned about the proposed 
requirement of the presence of a 
registered pharmacist in the 
premises of an ASP whenever the 
ASP is open for business 

(Given the concerns of the trade 
and Members of the HS Panel on 
the proposed requirement, and 
having regard to the fact that the 
manpower supply of registered 
pharmacists in the coming few 
years may not be sufficient to 
cope with the demand arising 
from the above proposal, the 
proposed requirement has been 
withdrawn and the relevant 
provisions has been removed 
from the Bill) 

﹣ Concerned about the proposal that 
all Part I poisons are required to 
be stored in locked receptacles 
placed in the registered premises 
of an ASP and the keys of the 
receptacles must be possessed by 
registered pharmacists 

﹣ Expressed concerns about the 
drafting of the COPs for relevant 
drug dealers (including the 
requirement of placing drug 
orders in written form) and the 
codes of conduct (“COC”) for 
registered pharmacists 
 

8. 18 February 2014 
(Meeting) 
 

The Practising Pharmacists 
Association of Hong Kong 

﹣ Concerned about the proposed 
requirement of the presence of a 
registered pharmacist in the 
premises of an ASP whenever the 
ASP is open for business 

(Given the concerns of the trade 
and Members of the HS Panel on 
the proposed requirement, and 
having regard to the fact that the 
manpower supply of registered 
pharmacists in the coming few 
years may not be sufficient to 
cope with the demand arising 



 Dates  Deputations  Major concerns raised 
from the above proposal, the 
proposed requirement has been 
withdrawn and the relevant 
provisions has been removed 
from the Bill) 

﹣ Concerned about the proposal that 
all Part I poisons are required to 
be stored in locked receptacles 
placed in the registered premises 
of an ASP and the keys of the 
receptacles must be possessed by 
registered pharmacists 

﹣ Expressed concerns about the 
drafting of the COPs for relevant 
drug dealers (including the 
requirement of placing drug 
orders in written form) and the 
COC for registered pharmacists 

﹣ Expressed concerns about 
providing legal status for the 
COPs/ COC 

﹣ Expressed concerns about legal 
responsibilities of ASPs and their 
staff (including registered 
pharmacists) for violating the 
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance 
(“PPO”) 

9. 19 February 2014 
(Meeting) 
 

The Cosmetic and Perfumery 
Association of Hong Kong Limited 

﹣ Requested for the exclusion of 
hair dyes containing Part II 
poisons from the proposed 
legislative amendments and the 
removal of the relevant Part II 
poisons from the Poisons List 

(The Association also sent a letter 
to the FHB on the same matter. 
The FHB already issued written 
response and clarification to the 
Association, see Appendix 3 
(Chinese version only).) 
 

10. 10 April 2014 
(Briefing) 
 

 Pharmaceutical Society of Hong 
Kong 

 The Practising Pharmacists 
Association of Hong Kong 

 The Society of Hospital 

﹣ Concerned about the proposed 
amendment to the definition of 
“ASP” 

﹣ Concerned about the proposed 



 Dates  Deputations  Major concerns raised 
Pharmacists of Hong Kong 

 Hong Kong Pharmacists Union 
amendment to the definition of 
“pharmaceutical product” and 
“medicine”. 

﹣ Concerned about the consultation 
with the trade by the Pharmacy 
and Poisons Board (“PPB”) when 
amending any COP 

11. 14 April 2014  
(Briefing) 
 

 The Hong Kong Association of 
the Pharmaceutical Society 

 The Pharmaceutical Distributors 
Association of Hong Kong 

 The Hong Kong Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers Association Ltd 

 Hong Kong Suppliers 
Association 

 The Direct Selling Association 
of Hong Kong Limited 

 The Cosmetic and Perfumery 
Association of Hong Kong Ltd 

﹣ Concerned about the proposed 
amendment to the definition of 
“pharmaceutical product” and 
“medicine” 

﹣ Concerned about the requirement 
of the production of specified 
information regarding the 
pharmaceutical product or 
substance concerned when 
renewing the registration of the 
product or substance 

﹣ Concerned about the transitional 
arrangements in connection with 
the proposed requirement to 
replace the term “Poison” with 
“Prescription Drug” or “Drug 
under Supervised Sales” 

12. 29 April 2014 
(Meeting) 

Hong Kong General Chamber of 
Pharmacy Limited 

﹣ Concerned about the proposed 
amendment to the definition of 
“ASP” 

﹣ Inquired about the justifications 
for repealing the existing 
provisions that allow the ASP to 
perform manufacturing process in 
the registered premises 

﹣ Concerned about the consultation 
with the trade by the Pharmacy 
and PPB when amending the 
codes of practice 

﹣ Expressed concerns about the 
proposed amendment to increase 
the circumstances in which a 
disciplinary committee may be 
appointed by the PPB to inquire 
into the conduct of registered 
pharmacists and ASPs 



 Dates  Deputations  Major concerns raised 
﹣ Concerned about the proposal to 

empower the courts to recover the 
expenses related to the conviction 
from the convicted persons 

﹣ Concerned about the inadequate 
representation from the retail 
sector in the existing composition 
of the PPB 

13. 2 May 2014 
(Meeting) 

Hong Kong Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers Association 

﹣ Concerned about the impact of 
extending the requirement of 
keeping control sample of 
finished products (e.g. 
over-labelling of statement or 
replacement of product inserts 
according to the prevailing 
labelling requirements) to 
secondary packaging activities, in 
particular if the products are for 
life-saving or imported in limited 
quantity.  

(After consideration of the views 
expressed, the Administration 
decided to move Committee 
Stage Amendments to amend the 
relevant provisions.) 
 

14. 12 May 2014 
(Meeting - 
cancelled) 

Hong Kong Pharmacists Union 
 

﹣ A meeting with the Union was 
originally arranged by the 
Department of Health (“DH”). 
However, the Union was unable 
to attend the meeting because it 
had to seek legal advice and 
gather views from its members. 

15. 20 June 2014  
(Meeting - 
cancelled) 

Hong Kong Pharmacists Union  ﹣ A meeting with the Union was 
arranged by the DH on 20 June 
2014.  The Union requested for 
the presence of Government legal 
advisors on the meeting. Since 
only DH representatives were 
arranged to attend the meeting, 
the union decided to call off the 
meeting.  

﹣ DH is continuing to line up a 
meeting with the Union. 
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