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Measures to maintain adequate supply of labour in Hong Kong
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Measures to combat the offer of discounts on taxi fares
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Mandatory Provident Fund schemes
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Prevention of discrimination against employees of different sexual orientations
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Proposed new traffic arrangement on Lugard Road
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Delay in the completion of the construction works of

the public hospital at Kai Tak Development Area
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Proposed new requirement on the auditing of
mainland enterprises listed outside the Mainland
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Protection of the overseas investments of Hong Kong businessmen
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Provision of assistance to Hong Kong businessmen on the Mainland
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Hon Abraham SHEK (Written reply)

According to The Global Information Technology Report of the World
Economic Forum, Hong Kong’s position in the overall rankings of the
Networked Readiness Index among 148 countries/economies has advanced by
six places to the eighth this year. Despite the advancement in overall ranking,
Hong Kong ranked significantly low in several areas. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

1)

@)

3)

whether it will step up its effort to increase tertiary education gross
enrollment rate (ranked 39) of Hong Kong and whether it will continue to
increase “Government procurement of advanced tech” so as to maintain
Hong Kong’s score in this area;

how will it enhance Hong Kong’s Networked Readiness in terms of
individuals using internet, capacity for innovation, software piracy rate;
whether it will allocate extra funs to support local industries to increase
the number of “knowledge-intensive jobs” to support the development of
knowledge-based economy in Hong Kong; and

as the Report has stated that Singaporean government has a clear digital
strategy that offers the best online services in the world, whether the SAR
Government has introduced or will introduce action plans to formulate “a
clear digital strategy” for the development of online services in Hong
Kong; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Review of the Individual Visit Scheme
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Property development and railway related businesses of the MTR Corporation Limited
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Measures to promote innovation and technological development
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Regulation of fees charged by private hospitals
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Hon Dennis KWOK (Written reply)

The Hague Convention on Choice of Court Agreements (the “Convention’) was
adopted at the twentieth session of the Hague Conference on 30 June 2005.
The Convention aims to assure contracting parties that when they agree on a
court to hear a civil or commercial dispute, the agreement and any resulting
judgment will be recognised and enforced internationally. The Department of
Justice published two consultation papers, first one in 2004 and second in 2007,
seeking comments on the Convention, particularly with regard to the question of
whether the Convention should be applied to Hong Kong.  On 30 January
2014, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a European Council
decision on the approval of the Convention. Once the Council decision is
enacted, the European Union shall join Mexico as a contracting party to the
Convention, thereby triggering its entry into force on the international plane. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council whether:

(1) it has plans to seek to have the Convention applied to Hong Kong under
Article 153 of the Basic Law; if so, whether it will seek the views of
interested parties and stakeholders before it decides to do so;

(2) it has assessed what effects the ratification of the Convention has on the
development of the Judiciary in both workload, manpower and court
facilities, and especially the potential impact on the civil and commercial
lists; if it has, of the findings and details; if not, the reasons for that;

3) it has explored how, through the use of the Convention, Hong Kong
could attract more contracting parties to use this jurisdiction as the seat
for the resolution of international civil or commercial disputes and the
potential opportunities for the legal profession; if it has, of the findings
and details; if not, the reasons for that; and

4) it has explored appropriate measures and reform proposals to be adopted
to maintain and enhance Hong Kong’s status as an international dispute
resolution centre in the Asian region, given that the Singapore Law
Minister Mr K. Shanmugam also stated during a recent Parliamentary
sitting that Singapore was studying the feasibility of signing of the
Convention and in light of the proposed establishment of an International
Commercial Court in Singapore?
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Treatment services for persons with mental illness
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Antenatal checkups conducted in public hospitals
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Aviation services in Hong Kong
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Implementation of policies by the Government
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Reduction in emissions
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Section 39E of the Inland Revenue Ordinance
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Air Quality Health Index
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