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The standards of public lighting
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Protection of the interests and safety of students in schools
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Employment of legal consultants by the Department of Health
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Allocation of primary and secondary school places
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Future energy policy
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People affected by the redevelopment projects of
the Urban Renewal Authority
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Assistance provided to

money exchangers operating in Hong Kong
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Tenancy arrangements for logistics sites
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Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing (Written reply)

My office received a request for assistance from
villagers in Fanling who claimed they have been
affected for more than 20 years by pollution and strong
odour emitted by a lard boiling factory in Tai Tong Wu
Village. The factory, located on government land,
produces lard by boiling pig fat. The process releases
heavy emission and stomach turning smell every day.
The villagers said scientific evidence showed the odour
is harmful to health and causes cancer and the odour
has caused headache, nausea and vomiting in residents
of nearby villages, including Tai Tong Wu, Wang Shan
Keuk New Village, Pak Tin Village, Ma Mei Ha
Village, Dan Chuk Hang, Leng Chai Tsuen, Leng Tsui
Tsuen and even as far as Peng Che, putting the health
of hundreds of thousands of residents at risk. The
villagers said that both the Lands Department (Lands
D) and the Environmental Protection Department
(EPD) are to blame for the decades-long problem.
Apart from sending warning letters to the factory
operator in 1992, 1994, 1996, 2001, 2008, 2010 and
2012, Lands D did not prosecute the operator nor
terminate its land lease. In October 2012, the
Ombudsman found the Lands D has failed to enforce
the land lease, and allow the tenant to violate the land
use. During that time, the operator has infringed
environmental and hygiene laws, planning regulations
and terms of license. Since 1999 the EPD has been
issuing a specified process licence to the factory
operator. In 2011, the EPD extended the licence to
April 2016.

According to residents' on site records, the HKPC staff
only came twice to the surrounding of the lard factory
to measure the air. But on these two days, the factory's
emission was mysteriously low, thus not having any
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emission and odour. Besides, residents said they have
never seen HKPC staff measuring odour in the
surrounding. HKPC revealed to villagers that in
general, they will measure emissions when a factory is
in "full load capacity”. But HKPC admitted that they
rely on the factory to tell them what is the best time to
come for measurement. Due to the fact that the
measurement time and production volume was decided

by the factory, the level of emissions and measurement
results are fully controlled by the factory.

Until now, despite repeated requests from villagers,
EPD has refused to disclose the HKPC’s
environmental assessment report to villagers, saying it
is “third party information” under the Code of Access
to Information. But residents said that it was unjust
saying that the HKPC’s EA report is public
information as based on which the government has
made a decision that will affect the public. For public
interest, EPD has to make the HKPC’s report public.

In the light of the above problem, will the Executive
Authorities inform this Council:

@) Since the EPD has told the villagers the
environmental assessment report submitted by
the factory operator is “not a statutory
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report
under the Environmental Impact Assessment
Ordinance”, will the EPD consider this report
when assessing of the factory operator’s
tenancy application;

(b) Whether the EPD has measured emission,
sewage and pollution levels released by the
factory. If so, what the findings are;

(c) Since Government records showed that
between 2000 and 2002, the factory operator
was fined nine times for violating the Air



(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

(h)

3 S
Y Sad 1’@3
Pollution Ordinance. why EPD continued to
issue licence to the factory;

The Lands D claimed that EPD had “no
objection” to the operator's application for
change of land use from cow bone crushing to
lard production, what reasons EPD gave for
making the *“no objection” comment;

Because of health concerns expressed by the
residents, whether EPD would withdraw the
“no objection” comment;

In a 2012 Rural Committee meeting, the EPD
expressed reservation about the application for
change of short-term tenancy from cow bone
crushing to lard production, does EPD still hold
this view;

Since the Ombudsman found in 2012 the Lands
D has failed to enforce the land lease, and
allowed the factory operator to violate the land
use, why Lands D did not enforce the land
lease and did not terminate the short-term
tenancy of the factory operator; and

After considering the evidence of villagers, the
Ombudsman report, and EPD’s Environmental
Assessment Division’s opinion, why Lands D
still decided to allow the renewal of tenancy?
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Supply of and demand for international school places
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Infertility treatment using assisted reproductive technologies
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Section 39E of the Inland Revenue Ordinance
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Treatment of patients suffering from
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
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Promoting the use of electric vehicles
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Copyright royalties paid for performances staged in

public performance venues
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Organization of large scale

international sports events in Hong Kong
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Overcharging of service fees by
telecommunications service operators
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Ancillary transport facilities connecting
Kai Tak Cruise Terminal with Kwun Tong
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Confidentiality system of the Executive Council
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Problems caused by unlicensed food establishments
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Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him

Will

the Government

At LT

(Written reply)

inform this Council of a

breakdown, by the following value brackets, of the
numbers and total values of the transactions of private
residential properties from January to November this
year (set out separately in tables of the same format as

the following table):
(a) below $4 million;
(b) from $4 million to $8 million; and
(c) from over $8 million to $20 million;
(d) over $20 million?
Month |Number of| Total value |  Residential properties  |Residential properties acquired in
transaction of acquired by the name of a company
transactions| non-Hong Kong permanent
residents
Number of |Total value of, Numberof | Total value of
transactions | transactions | transaction transactions
Jan
Feb
Mar
Avpril
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct

Nov
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Affairs which the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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administers on its own
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