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Panel on Economic Development and Panel on Environmental Affairs 

Joint meeting on 29 September 2014 

 

"Receiving public views on the Third Runway Project in the 

Hong Kong International Airport and the relevant 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report" 

 

The following is a submission by Dashun Policy Research Centre, focused on 

Health Impact Assessment under 

(i)  worst operation mode, representing the maximum aircraft noise emission 

scenario; and  

(ii)  full operation of the Three-Runway System at design capacity. 

 

Air pollution 

With the implementation of a number of initiatives to minimise emissions of air 

pollutants, Dashun concur with the Airport Authority Health Impact Assessment 

(AA HIA) that the impact on health by air pollution would be quite minimal, and 

the additional risk by the toxic air pollutants would be within internationally 

acceptable levels. 

  

The model results for the Year 2031 Three-Runway System scenario indicate 

that cumulative Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), Respirable Suspended Particulates, 

Fine Suspended Particulates, Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) and Carbon Monoxide (CO) 

levels comply with the relevant Air Quality Objectives at all Air Sensitive 

Receivers. 

 

Noise 

The shift of the runway towards the sea, away from the population in Tung 

Chung, together with a number of planned operational procedures incorporated 

into the future operation, would result in the an overall decrease in the proportion 

of the population affected with annoyance and sleep disturbance. 

 

On the shore of New Territories West, however, there would be a small increase 

in noise level. 
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Dashun noted that some health endpoints, such as cardiovascular effects (effects 

on health relating to the heart and blood vessels) that may be associated with 

aircraft noise, have not been assessed. However, in view of an overall decrease in 

the proportion of the population affected with annoyance and sleep disturbance, 

the risk of heart and blood vessels diseases will also be reduced, if similar 

assessments are made.  

 

One criticism on the data presented is that the health risk has not been presented 

district by district, i.e. noise contours are not presented in the AA report.  

 

Since AA should have used noise contours in the assessment of health impact of 

aircraft noise, it would make the report more easily comprehensible by the public 

and affected residents, which would help alleviate their anxiety and rejection. 

 

 

Conclusion 

The HIA by the AA is considered to be acceptable. Despite the absence of a 

universal standard in the “threshold” of the health endpoints estimated in the 

HIA, the risks presented are considered to be sufficiently small (for the health 

impact of air pollutants) or even reduced (for noise, in some of the affected 

areas). Improvements in the details of the data presented should result in better 

understanding by the public and therefore a reduced likelihood of objections to 

the project. 
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