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3 June 2014

Panel of Education

c/o Legislative Council Secretariat

(Council Business Division 4)

Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong

Dear Sir/Madam,

Panel on Education Meeting on 9 June 2014

Policy and programme on redevelopment of primary and secondary schools and
special schools

On behalf of my school, I am writing to reflect to the Panel on Education our school’s
frustration in the Government’s decision not to upgrade the project of building two
24-classroom Primary Schools (one of which is our school) at the ex-Tanner Road
site! to Category B+ status, for the Finance Committee’s funding approval within this
legislative year.

The Policy Address of 1998 set 2007 as the target year to complete all projects
converting bi-sessional primary schools (of which our school is still one) into
whole-day schools. After a delay of seven years, despite the Education Bureau’s
granting of the site to our school, senior government officials responsible for capital
works resource allocation still decided not to put forward this long overdue project to
Legco for funding approval this year. The students who entered our Primary One in
2007 are now secondary students already. How much longer do our students have to
wait?

In our current severely sub-standard bi-sessional school building which is over 50
years old, the provision of an elevator is impossible, so students with inborn leg and
foot defects have to limp up and down several storeys of stairs several times each day.
Since we can only accommodate 12 classes in each session, our school sports and

musical teams have to comprise of both A.M. and P.M. students. These teams can

' Listed in Annex C of LC Paper No. CB(4)765/13-14(05).
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only have venues within school for practices after the P.M. classes finish on school
days, therefore compelling A.M. team members to return from home to school to start
the practices at 6pm, going back home after practices end at 8pm, only to return to
school again at 7:30am the next day. 16 years ago, the target year of completing
conversion to whole-day schooling was promised to the would-be parents of our
current students. Why did the officials responsible for capital works resource
allocation still disapprove upgrading this project for funding application in this
legislative year, therefore lengthening the suffering of the students?

I would be grateful if members of the Panel could ask the relevant Government
officials the reason why the above project, and any other similar whole-day primary
school projects with allocated sites, have not been submitted to Legco for funding
approval, and when such will be submitted.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Yours faithfully,

Ngves” Tt

John K. TAN (Dr.) (F[)
Principal

Pun U Association Wah Yan Primary School

Encl.
c.c. Hon. IP Kin Yuen, Hon. Charles Peter MOK
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