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for the special meeting on 29 January 2014

Recent incident of discovery of H7 avian influenza virus in
live chicken imported from the Mainland

On 27 January 2014, the Administration announced that a number of
samples from a batch of live chicken imported from the Mainland were
confirmed H7 positive in the H7 Polymerase Chain Reaction test and the
Administration had decided to adopt corresponding contingency measures to
prevent the virus from spreading into the community. Among the contingency
measures adopted is the closure of the Cheung Sha Wan ("CSW") Temporary
Wholesale Poultry Market for 21 days until 18 February 2014, during which
trading of both Mainland and local live poultry will be suspended. The
relevant press releases issued by the Administration are in Appendix 1.

2. According to media reports, the Administration's decision of imposing a
21-day ban on live poultry trading had aroused wide public concern, particularly
from the affected trade including local chicken farmers, wholesalers and
retailers who would all be suffered from financial losses. Representatives of
the industry criticized the Administration for not accepting their suggestion of
keeping live chickens imported from the Mainland at the Man Kam To Control
Point until they were confirmed to have no avian influenza viruses infection.
They also urged the Government to consider separating the supply chain of
local live chickens from those imported from the Mainland. The relevant
media reports on the subject are in Appendix I1.

3. In response to a media question about the compensation to the affected
local chicken farmers on 27 January 2014, the Secretary for Food and Health
stated that there was an established mechanism of compensation in case there
would be a need of culling live chickens. Regarding the statutory
compensation for animals or birds slaughtered by order of the Director of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation, sections 6(1) and 6(4) of the Public
Health (Animals and Birds) Ordinance (Cap. 139) stipulates that the
compensation payable for a bird slaughtered shall not exceed $30.
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Live poultry imported from Mainland tested positive for H7 avian

influenza virus
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The Secretary for Food and Health, Dr Ko Wing-man today

(January 27) chaired a meeting of the Steering Committee on

Serious Response Level under the Preparedness Plan for Influenza

Pandemic. A number of samples from a batch of live chicken

imported from a registered poultry farm in Shunde District of
Foshan City of Guangdong Province were confirmed H7 positive in

the H7 Polymerase Chain Reaction test (genetic test).

"Since the occurrence of H7N9 avian influenza cases in the
Mainland in March last year, Hong Kong has been on high alert and
carried out measures to safeguard against the disease. Starting
from last April, we have conducted H7 genetic tests on imported
live poultry at the boundary control point. More than 14 000
samples have been tested since then and they were all negative
for H5 and H7 viruses. It is the first time that H7 virus was

found in imported poultry in Hong Kong.

"In accordance with the Preparedness Plan for Influenza
Pandemic on the Serious Response Level, the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Government (HKSARG) has decided to adopt
corresponding contingency measures to prevent the virus from
spreading in the community and safeguard public health," Dr Ko

said.

Dr Ko gaid the Agriculture, Figsheries and Conservation
Department (AFCD) has declared the Cheung Sha Wan Temporary

Wholesale Poultry Market as an infected place. All of the some
20 000 live poultry in the market will be culled starting from
tomorrow (January 28) morning. The market will also be closed

for 21 days until February 18 for thorough disinfection and

cleansing. During the closure period, trading of live poultry
(including Mainland and local live poultry) will be suspended.

"During the closure of the wholesale poultry market, all
local chicken farms will be temporarily banned from supplying
live chickens to the market. AFCD officers will inspect all the

local chicken farms and collect more samples for testing to

ensure that local farms are not affected by H7 avian influenza,"

he added.

Dr Ko said according to the consensus reached between HKSARG
and the Mainland in dealing with H7N9 avian influenza cases,
HKSARG has notified the relevant Mainland authorities for tracing
the exact source of infection. The relevant registered poultry
farm will suspend supply of live poultry to Hong Kong, while the
relevant entry-exit inspection and quarantine authorities will
conduct investigation and ensure that the farm complies with the
biosecurity management requirements. Upon expiry of the 21-day

suspension period, the Mainland authorities would conduct

survelillance on the relevant poultry farm and notify Hong Kong of
the result. Supply from the farm would resume only after both

sides are content with the investigation result.

AFCD, the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department and the
Centre for Food Safety will also step up their prevention and
control measures against H7N9 virus at various levels of the

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201401/27/P201401270847 print.htm
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supply chain of live poultry.

"Begides, the Centre for Health Protection of the Department
of Health (CHP) has already conducted relevant epidemiological
investigation. The poultry worker responsible for transporting
the concerned consignment of live chickens, being a close
contact, will be admitted to the Infectious Disease Centre of
Princess Margaret Hospital for further testing and observatiomn.

"CHP will also contact the wholesalers and workers of the
Man Kam To Animal Inspectidn Station and Cheung Sha Wan Temporary
Wholesale Poultry Market to follow up on their health condition.
CHP and the Hospital Authority will remind all doctors in Hong
Kong and the medical staff of public hospitals to stay vigilant
and should report immediately if there is any suspected avian
influenza case," Dr Ko said.

Dr Ko appealed to the public again to stay alert and
maintain good personal and environmental hygiene, including
washing hands frequently, wearing masks when feeling unwell,
avoiding contact with live poultry or visiting live poultry
markets in the affected districts, revealing their travel history
to doctors and not bringing poultry to Hong Kong illegally, which
are important and effective measures for preventing diseases.

Ends/Monday, January 27, 2014
Issued at HKT 23:58
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SFH on avian influenza A(H7N9)
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Following is the transcript of remarks made by the Secretary
for Food and Health, Dr Ko Wing-man, after chairing a meeting of
the Steering Committee on Serious Response Level under the
Preparedness Plan for Influenza Pandemic tonight (January 27):

Secretary for Food and Health: The Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department (AFCD) has confirmed that a sample taken
from a chicken imported from the Mainland was tested positive of
H7N9 avian influenza (AI) virus in the H7 Polymerase Chain
Reaction (PCR) test. The chicken concerned came from a registered
farm in Foshan, Guangdong.

According to the contingency plan, the Government has
decided to implement a series of measures, which are established
measures in accordance with our contingency plan, to prevent the
spread of the virus. AFCD has declared the (Cheung Sha Wan
Temporary) Wholesale Poultry Market as an infected place. The
consignment of live poultry carries H7 AI virus would be
destroyed tomorrow. The live poultry co-stored with that
consignment (of poultry) in the wholesale market will also be
destroyed. The total number of chicken concerned amounted to 20
000. With reference to the advice of the World Organisation for
Animal Health, we will close the wholesale market for 21 days for
thorough cleansing and disinfection, until February 18. The
Mainland will suspend the supply of live poultry to Hong Kong
from the registered farm found to be the source of the outbreak
for 21 days. The Mainland authority will also conduct
investigation to ensure that the farm complies with all the
biosecurity measures. The supply of live poultry from the
relevant farm to Hong Kong will only resume after both sides have
agreed on the investigation result.

Local poultry farms will also stop dispatching chickens to
the market for 21 days. In view of the accumulation of chickens
in local farms, AFCD would step up inspection on local farms and
collect more samples for tests in order to monitor if any of the
local farms would be infected.

The Centre for Health Protection would contact poultry
wholesalers and workers in the (Cheung Sha Wan Temporary)
Wholesale Poultry Market as well as the Man Kam To (Animal
Inspection Station) to follow up on their health condition. The
Centre for Health Protection and the Hospital Authority will also
issue reminder again to all doctors and healthcare workers to
remind them on the vigilance required.

Reporter: (On the risk at the retail level of live chickens and
the amount of compensation for the local chicken farmers)

Secretary for Food and Health: Firstly, I need to reiterate that
all imported poultry, after their specimen have been taken at the
Man Kam To Animal Inspection Station for AI testing, will be held
at the Cheung Sha Wan Temporary Wholesale Poultry Market until
the test results are available and confirmed negative. Secondly,
there is a well-established mechanism of compensation in case
there would be a need of destroying the poultry population. There
has been an established mechanism of compensation.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201401/27/P201401270820_print.htm




SFH on avian influenza A(H7N9) : H2/2

Reporter: (On the risk at the retail level of live chickens)
Secretary for Food and Health: I would like to repeat that all
these poultry imported will be held at the poultry wholesale
market until the testing results are available and confirmed
negative.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Monday, January 27, 2014
Issued at HKT 23:39
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FEERE | 2014-01-28
By Stuart Lau and Lo Wei

Three-week ban on live chicken sales after bird flu found
3020
The government yesterday banned the sale of |ive chickens
for three weeks and is preparing to cull 20,000 birds at the
wholesale market in Cheung Sha Wan today.

The developments came after a sample from a Guangdong
supplier tested positive for HTN9 bird flu, which has killed
dozens of people in China since last year.

The decision sparked anger among chicken traders, who had
been expecting bumper sales over the Lunar New Year.

Fearing they would lose millions of dollars, some staged a
protest last night, driving a truck loaded with live
chickens to Government House in Central. The truck was
stopped by police on Upper Albert Road, the only route to
Government House, causing some traffic disruption as a
stand-off ensued.

Secretary for Food and Health Dr Ko Wing-man said the
government had contacted mainland authorities, asking them
to help trace the source of the virus. It was the first
confirmed case in an imported chicken since an H7 gene test
was introduced last April.

The last time an import ban and cull were carried out was
in 2011, when a chicken found dead in the Cheung Sha Wan
market was confirmed to have H5N1, another bird flu strain
deadly to humans.

University of Hong Kong microbiologist Professor Yuen
Kwok-yuen called for calm, saying he was not surprised by
the case. “As we enter into deep winter with falling
temperatures and the approach of the festive season, the
density of the poultry population increases with a2
concomitant increase in the proportion of infected poultry.




“As long as we screen out those consignments of infected

poultry [and identify] infected farms, the public will be
safe.”

Wholesaler Cheng Chin-keung estimates he could lose HK$5
million. “The government should be held fully responsible.
It should have stopped the chickens at the border unt11 they
were confirmed to be clear of bird flu,” he said. “Now the
chickens from China get mixed with 1oca1 chickens 1n the
wholesale market and all of them have to be culled.

Legislator Steven Ho Chun-yin, who represents the
agriculture and fisheries sector urged the government to
compensate the traders. “Hong Kong imports about 7,000
chickens from the mainland every day. --- The ban on sales
means the [local] chickens will stay on the farms. By the
time the ban is lifted, [they] wil | have already grown too
old and this will affect their prices.

Additional reporting by
Ng Kang-chung
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