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Supply of vegetables and food safety issues following the implementation of
the Pesticide Residues in Food Regulation

The Pesticide Residues in Food Regulation (Cap. 132CM) ("the
Regulation™) came into effect on 1 August 2014 after a two-year grace period.
There are two Schedules to the Regulation - (a) Schedule 1 specifies a list of
maximum residue limits / extraneous maximum residue limits for certain
pesticide-food pairs (i.e. the maximum concentration of specified pesticide
residues permitted in specified food commodities); and (b) Schedule 2 specifies
a list of exempted pesticides. Unless the pesticide used on a type of food is
exempted as listed in Schedule 2, only food containing pesticide residues which
do not exceed any of the permitted levels specified in Schedule 1 for that food is
allowed to be imported or sold. For food containing any pesticide residue that
Is neither exempted nor specified in the Regulation, the import and sale of the
food concerned is only allowed if consumption of the food is not dangerous or
prejudicial to health.

2. Following the implementation of the Regulation, there were media
reports that the Mainland vegetable traders had temporarily stopped exporting
four types of vegetables (namely spinach, Chinese mustard, white long beans
and green string beans) to Hong Kong. However, the Administration had
confirmed that the Mainland authorities had not banned the export of those
vegetables. The press releases issued by the Administration and relevant
media reports are in Appendices | and 11 respectively.

3. On 28 August 2014, the Centre for Food Safety of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department found that the levels of pesticide residues
of two vegetable samples exceeded the legal limits. The press release issued
by the Administration is in Appendix I11.
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Press Releases

Pesticide Residues in Food Regulation to take effect tomorrow
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The Pesticide Residues in Food Regulation (Cap. 132CM) will
come into operation tomorrow (August 1). The Regulation aims to
enhance regulatory control of pesticide residues in food to
protect public health.

A spokesman for the Centre for Food Safety (CFS) said, "The
Legislative Council completed scrutiny of the Regulation in June
2012. The two-year grace period, provided to allow sufficient
time for the trade to prepare for the commencement of the
Regulation, expires today (July 31)."

The standards for pesticide residues in food developed by
the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex) form the backbone of
the regulatory framework. The Regulation specifies in Schedule 1
a list of maximum residue limits (MRLs) and extraneous maximum
residue limits (EMRLs) for certain pesticide-food pairs, i.e. the
maximum concentration of specified pesticide residues permitted
in specific food commodities. The formulation.of Schedule 1 to
the Regulation was based primarily on the available standards
recommended by Codex in 2011, supplemented by standards of the
Mainland and other major food exporting places to Hong Kong
available at that time, while taking into consideration comments
received from stakeholders during the public consultation. The
presence of any pesticide residue in food at levels exceeding the
MRLs/EMRLs is not permitted under the Regulation.

Schedule 2 to the Regulation specifies a list of exempted
pesticides. These are pesticides that are natural and the
residues of which are identical to or indistinguishable from
natural food components. Exemption of these natural pesticides is
intended to facilitate their use by the trade.

The general principle of the Regulation is that except for
exempted pesticides, import or sale of food containing pesticide
residues with no specified MRLs/EMRLs in Schedule 1 is only
allowed if the consumption of the food concerned is not dangerous
or prejudicial to health. Based on risk assessment, the CFS will
decide whether the consumption of the food concerned is dangerous
or prejudicial to health.

Any person who imports, manufactures or sells any food not
in compliance with the requirements of the Regulation concerning
pesticide residues commits an offence and is liable to a maximum
fine of $50,000 and to imprisonment for six months.

The CFS spokesman advised that food traders should deal with
reputable food suppliers who could provide documentary proof on
compliance with the Regulation and keep the relevant transaction
documents for record.

During the grace period, the CFS has conducted a series of
briefings for the trade and other interested stakeholders to
prepare for the commencement of the Regulation. The CFS has also
prepared guidelines on the interpretation of MRLs/EMRLs in the
Regulation as well as use of the Codex's food classification to
identify the appropriate pesticide residue limits etc to assist
the trade in complying with the requirements of the Regulation.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201407/31/P201407310845_print.htm
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The CFS has also set up the Hong Kong Pesticide MRL Database
on its website (www.cfs.gov.hk) to assist the trade and the
general public in finding relevant MRLs/EMRLs for concerned
pesticide-food pairs. Details of the Regulation and relevant
guidelines have also been uploaded to the CFS' websgite.

Ends/Thursday, July 31, 2014
Issued at HKT 19:07
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http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201407/31/P201407310845 print.htm
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Press Releases

Acting SFH on Ebola virus and pesticide residues in vegetables
khkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhdhhhhhhhhkhkhdhhhhkhkhkhhhdhhkhhhdddhhddhdrdrhir

Following is the transcript of remarks made by the Acting
Secretary for Food and Health, Professor Sophia Chan, after
attending the grand finale and luncheon for the "Bless Hong Kong"
Campaign today (August 8):

Reporter: (on preventive measures against Ebola virus)

Acting Secretary for Food and Health: The World Health
Organisation (WHO) will have a meeting to discuss the development
of Ebola (virus). We will be working very closely with the WHO to
look at the latest developments and its recommendations and
suggestions. Regarding the latest (situation of the Ebola virus),
we have already been giving health education pamphlets to holders
of passports of the three (affected) countries in West Africa. As
of today, we have added Nigeria to the list. We also would
recommend Hong Kong citizens not to travel to (Lagos in) Nigeria
if it is not really needed. There will be broadcasts of health
education or (disease) prevention information in the airport in
the next day or so.

Reporter: (on pesticide residues in vegetables)

Acting Secretary for Food and Health: As you may know, we have a
new regulation on pesticide residues in food starting from August
1. So far, all the (vegetable) samples we have tested are
satisfactory. Our testing mechanism started with the import level
as well as the wholesale and retall level. All the samples tested
are satisfactory. As for the recent media reports about less
supply in four particular types of vegetables, we have confirmed
with Mainland China that they have not issued any statement to
ban the export of those vegetables.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Friday, August 8, 2014
Issued at HKT 17:42
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http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201408/08/P201408080799_print.htm
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Excessive pesticide residues found in two vegetable samples by CFS H1/2
Appendix I1I

Press Releases

Excessive pesticide residues found in two vegetable samples by
CFS
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The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) today (August 28) found
that the levels of pesticide residues of two vegetable samples
exceeded the legal limits. Prosecution will be taken against the
vendors concerned.

A spokesman of the CFS said, "Through its regular food
surveillance programme, the CFS collected the white string pods
samples from two different retailers in Yau Ma Tei and Sha Tin.
Test results showed that a sample was found to contain Acephate,
Carbofuran and Methamidophos at levels of 4.3 parts per million
(ppm), 0.36 ppm and 0.34 ppm respectively. Another sample was
found to contain Carbofuran at a level of 0.17 ppm.

According to the preliminary information provided by the
vendors concerned, the vegetables concerned were from the
Mainland. Yet, the exact source of origin has yet to be
confirmed. The CFS is liaising with the Mainland authority to
follow up on the incident."

According to the Pesticide Residues in Food Regulation (Cap.
132CM) (the Regulation), the maximum residue limits for the three
pesticide residues, namely Acephate, Methamidophos and
Carbofuran, for string beans are 1 ppm, 0.05 ppm and 0.1 ppm
respectively.

"Based on the levels of pesticide residues detected, they
will not pose adverse health effects to consumers upon normal
consumption," the spokesman said.

The CFS will undertake prosecution action and will continue
to monitor the situation. Follow-up samples will be taken from
the vendors concerned for testing if the same product is found
available for sale.

Since the Regulation has come into effect on August 1, the
CFS has taken over 960 samples, comprising about 50 different
kinds of vegetables and fruits at import, wholesale and retail
levels for testing of pesticide residues. Apart from the above
two unsatisfactory samples, the CFS, so far, has not found any
other samples that failed the tests.

Any person who imports, manufactures or sells any food not
in compliance with the requirements of the Regulation concerning
pesticide residues commits an offence and is liable to a maximum
fine of $50,000 and to imprisonment for six months.

The CFS will continue to safeguard food safety and public
health by taking different samples of vegetables, especially
white string pods, for testing through its regular Food
Surveillance Programme.

To minimise the health risk posed by consuming vegetables
contaminated by pesticide residues, the public may rinse
vegetables for several times under running water before soaking
them in water for one hour, or blanch the vegetables in boiling

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201408/28/P201408281078_print.htm
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water for one minute and discard the water, or doing both to
further minimise the risk.

Ends/Thursday, August 28, 2014
Issued at HKT 23:28
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