a3
Legislative Council

LC Paper No. CB(2)2310/13-14(02)

Ref : CB2/PL/FE

Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene

Information note prepared by the Legislative Council Secretariat
for the special meeting on 25 September 2014

The incident of ""'substandard lard™

On 4 September 2014, the Taiwanese authorities announced the
detection of "substandard lard" and the use of it in the production of food for
sale in the Taiwan market'. On 5 September 2014, the Centre for Food Safety
("CFS") of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department announced that it
had followed up with the incident and appealed to the trade to stop selling or
using oil or food products that might be affected?.

Relevant food legislation in Hong Kong

2. The basic food law in Hong Kong is laid down in Part V of the Public
Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap. 132) ("PHMSO"). The main
provisions cover general protection for food purchasers, offences in connection
with sale of unfit food and adulterated food, composition and labelling of food,
food hygiene, seizure and destruction of unfit food. Section 52 of PHMSO
provides that any person sells to the prejudice of a purchaser any food which is
not of the nature, substance or quality of the food demanded by the purchaser
shall be guilty of an offence, which is liable to a maximum fine of $10,000 and
imprisonment for three months upon conviction. Furthermore, pursuant to
section 54 of PHMSO, all food for sale in Hong Kong, locally produced or
imported, should be fit for human consumption. An offender is subject to a
maximum fine of $50,000 and imprisonment for six months upon conviction.

3. Another food law in Hong Kong, the Food Safety Ordinance (Cap. 612)
("FSQO"), provides additional food safety control measures, including a

! The official website of the Taiwanese authority providing updated information on the incident

including the list of affected Taiwanese products is in the following hyperlink -
http://www.fda.gov.tw/TC/site.aspx?sid=4093#1 (Chinese only)

CFS's webpage "Substandard Lard Produced in Taiwan" providing updated information on the
incident is in the following hyperlink -
http://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/whatsnew/whatsnew_fst/whatsnew fst Substandard_Oil_Produced
in_Taiwan.html



http://www.fda.gov.tw/TC/site.aspx?sid=4093#1
http://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/whatsnew/whatsnew_fst/whatsnew_fst_Substandard_Oil_Produced_in_Taiwan.html
http://www.cfs.gov.hk/english/whatsnew/whatsnew_fst/whatsnew_fst_Substandard_Oil_Produced_in_Taiwan.html
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registration scheme for food importers and food distributors and a requirement
for food traders to maintain proper records of the movements of food so as to
enhance food traceability. Any person who imports food without registering
as a food importer or distributor shall be guilty of an offence, which is liable to
a maximum fine of $50,000 and imprisonment for six months upon conviction.
Any person who fails to comply with record keeping requirements shall also be
guilty of an offence, and will be subject to a maximum fine of $10,000 and
imprisonment for three months upon conviction. The Director of Food and
Environmental Hygiene ("DFEH") is empowered by FSO to demand importers
and distributors to provide import or supply records. Failing to do so is an
offence which carries a maximum fine of $10,000 and imprisonment for three
months upon conviction. DFEH is also empowered to make orders to prohibit
the import and supply of problem food and to direct that any such food be
recalled.

Requlation on substandard cooking oil

4, When the Panel discussed issues relating to substandard cooking oil
("gutter oil") at the special meeting on 3 January 2013, the Administration
advised members that there was no established scientific method to test and
identify the cooking oil made by "gutter oil". Noting that the European Union
and China had established limits on Benzo[a]pyrene ("BaP")* at 2 and 10
micrograms per kilogram ("mcg/kg") respectively for fats/vegetable oil,
members expressed disappointment that Hong Kong had not set any statutory
limits on BaP in food. A motion was passed at the above meeting, urging the
Government to expeditiously amend the legislation to regulate BaP so as to
guarantee the safe consumption of cooking oil by the public.

5. In response to the motion, the Administration advised the Panel in June
2013 that CFS had established an action level of 10 mcg/kg for BaP in cooking
oil* (LC Paper No. CB(2)1431/12-13(01)). If a BaP level higher than
10 mcg/kg but lower than 20 mcg/kg was detected in cooking oil, CFS would
take enforcement action in accordance with section 52 of PHMSO although the
public health concern was low under the risk assessment. If a BaP level of
20 mcg/kg was detected in cooking oil, indicating a public health concern under
risk assessment, CFS would take enforcement action in accordance with
section 54 of PHMSO and initiate a mandatory recall of the cooking oil
concerned.

According to the Administration, BaP was toxic to genes and may cause cancer in humans. As of
January 2013, the Codex Alimentarius Commission and many developed countries (e.g. the United
States, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and Singapore, etc.) had not set any limits on BaP in food.
According to the Administration, CFS set the action level after taking into account the standards of
different countries / jurisdictions and the results of risk assessment using the margin of exposure
approach, as well as consulting the Export Committee on Food Safety.



Latest development

6. According to a press release issued on 5 September 2014, CFS would, in
principle, adopt the international practice for ascertaining the quality of cooking
oil by conducting tests on the amount of BaP, aflatoxins and metal contaminants
contained in the olil.

7. On 14 September 2014, DFEH issued the Food Safety Order (“the
Order") prohibiting from importing into and supplying within Hong Kong all
lard/lard products produced by Chang Guann Co., Ltd in Taiwan on or after
1 March 2014 (including but not limited to the products specified in Annex A of
the Order) and all food products made with those lard/lard products. The
Order IS available at the website:
www.gld.gov.hk/egazette/pdf/20141826e/egn2014182629.pdf.

8. CFS conducted a briefing session on 18 September 2014 for the trade on
the requirements of FSO and the Order. CFS reminded the trade to keep their
food transaction records systematically and should present them within a
specified time for inspection by DFEH as and when necessary, for instance, in
case of major food incident. CFS will conduct another briefing session for the
food trade on 24 September 2014.

9. CFS reinstated in its press release issued on 18 September 2014 that
according to existing information from the Taiwanese authorities and the
reported analytical test results from CFS (including benzo[a]pyrene, aflatoxins
and metallic contaminants), the risk assessment from CFS showed that the food
safety risk might be increased if consuming the specified food. However, the
risk was considered to be not high and there was no cause for undue concern.

10.  The press releases issued by the Administration and media reports
relating to the incident are in Appendices | and 11 respectively.

Council Business Division 2
Legislative Council Secretariat
23 September 2014
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Press Releases

CFS proactively follows up on the "substandard cooking oil"

incident in Taiwan
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With regard to the Taiwanese authorities' detection of
"substandard cooking oil" and the use of it in the production of
food for sale in Taiwan market, the Centre for Food Safety (CFS)
of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department has contacted
the Taiwanese authorities and launched thorough investigation
into the incident. A CFS spokesman today (September 5) appealed
to the trade to stop selling or using oil or food products that
may be affected.

The spokesman said, "Learning that 'substandard cooking oil!
was used by food factories in Taiwan, the CFS has contacted the
Tailwanese authorities for more information. Taking into account
the wide range of food affected and the seriousness of the
incident, the CFS has also proactively followed up on the issue
in the Hong Kong market in parallel."

"In the first day of investigation today, the CFS has
approached major sectors of the food trade including cooking oil,
bakeries and 'dim sum' manufacturers. Preliminary results showed
that the Maxim's Cakes had used a kind of lard oil produced by
the Chang Guann Co., Ltd in making its pineapple buns. The vendor
concerned has taken the affected product off the shelves and
stopped selling it," he added.

During today's investigation, another importer, Dah Chong
Hong Limited, was also found to have imported some cooking oil
that may be related to the incident. To facilitate CFS'
investigation and avoid sending confused messages to the market,
the importer concerned will initiate a recall of the affected
product for mark and seal by the CFS. Further information will be
uploaded to CFS' website later.

Furthermore, the CFS has conducted inspections to the
premises of the vendors concerned (for instance their warehouses
and outlets) and taken samples of high-risk food items for
testing. ’

At present, there is not any established scientific method
to test and identify the cooking o0il made by "gutter oil". The
international practice for ascertaining the quality of cooking
0il is by conducting tests on the amount of Benzolalpyrene (BaP),
aflatoxins and metal contaminants contained in the oil. The CFS
was given to know that the Taiwanese authorities adopted a
similar approach for testing. The CFS, in principle, will adopt
the aforesaid method as well.

In the past year, the CFS has taken over 450 cooking oil
samples for testing of the above-mentioned chemicals under the
regular Food Surveillance Programme. All samples were found to be
satisfactory.

Apart from the above-mentioned actions taken, CFS will also
alert the trade to the "substandard cooking oil" incident and
appeal to them to stop manufacturing, processing and selling any
cooking oil or products suspected to be involved in the incident.
They should also initiate a recall of the affected products and

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201409/05/P201409051242_print.htm
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contact the CFS immediately.

Section 52 of the Public Health and Municipal Services
Ordinance (Cap 132) provides that any person sells to the
prejudice of a purchaser any food which is not of the nature,
substance or quality of the food demanded by the purchaser shall
be guilty of an offence, which is liable to a maximum fine of
$10,000 and imprisonment for three months upon conviction.
Furthermore, pursuant to section 54 of the Public Health and
Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap 132), all food for sale in Hong
Kong, locally produced or imported, should be f£it for human
consumption. An offender is subject to a maximum fine of $50,000
and imprisonment for six months upon conviction.

Members of the public who have doubts in related products
they have purchased should stop consumption and contact the

concerned retailers.

The CFS will continue to monitor the situation, and take
appropriate actions to safeguard public health.

Ends/Friday, September 5, 2014
Issued at HKT 23:53
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Updates on CFS' investigations into the incident of "substandard
cooking oil" from Taiwan
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Further to the announcement made yesterday on "substandard
cooking oil" from Taiwan, the Centre for Food and Safety (CFS) of
the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department today (September 6)
provided updates on investigations into the incident, and
appealed to the trade to stop using and selling the related or
suspected o0il and food products, and contact the CFS as soon as
possible.

Taking into account that notification from the Taiwanese
authorities is still pending, and the incident may involve a wide
spectrum of food trade and food, the CFS must prioritise its
investigation based on risk assessment to focus on a number of
high-risk food trades, including cooking oil, bakeries, "dim sum"
manufacturers and snacks shops selling Taiwanese-style food, at
the present stage, a CFS spokesman said.

With regard to the two affected food traders mentioned in
the press release issued yesterday, the CFS had contacted Dah
Chong Hong Limited for investigation and confirmed that the
company had imported two kinds of lard oil produced by the Chang
Guann Co., Ltd. As for the Maxim's Cakes, investigation by the
CFS is ongoing. To ensure that different lines of food business
run by the same company and the food they sell are not affected,
the CFS will take samples of other doubtful food products for
testing.

During investigationsg into companies selling cooking oil
today, the CFS discovered that at least one more cooking oil
distributor called "Shing Cheong Hong" might have distributed
lard oil produced by the Chang Guann Co., Ltd. The distributor
had suspended the sale of the affected product. The CFS had also
taken samples of the product for testing as well as marked and
sealed them. The CFS is also tracing the sale and distribution
record of the distributor to ascertain whether other companies
are affected.

The spokesman added, "While the Taiwanese authorities are
investigating into the incident, the CFS, in parallel, is
proactively following up on the incident with food traders in
Hong Kong. We have also enhanced inspections to outlets
specialised in selling Taiwanese food. We will keep the public
informed, in a timely manner, of the latest results of our
investigations through press releases and by uploading the
information on to our website. The CFS once again calls on
traders who have been or may have been affected by the incident
to take the initiative to immediately stop using and selling
products which are affected or suspected to be affected. The
trade should also sealed these products and contact the CFS as
soon as possible."

Section 52 of the Public Health and Municipal Services
Ordinance (Cap 132) provides that any person sells to the
prejudice of a purchaser any food which is not of the nature,
substance or quality of the food demanded by the purchaser shall
be guilty of an offence, which is liable to a maximum fine of
$10,000 and imprisomment for three months upon conviction.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201409/06/P201409061123 _print.htm
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Furthermore, pursuant to section 54 of the same Ordinance, all
food for sale in Hong Kong, locally produced or imported, should
be fit for human consumption. An offender is subject to a maximum
fine of $50,000 and imprisonment for six months upon conviction.

Since the first day of the incident, the CFS has been trying
to keep in close contact with the Taiwanese authorities to
facilitate investigations by both sides.

Members of the public who have bought the affected products
should stop consuming them and contact relevant retailers. The

CFS will continue to monitor and deal with the incident to
safeguard food safety in Hong Kong.

Ends/Saturday, September 6, 2014
Issued at HKT 23:10
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Latest developments of CFS' investigations into the incident of

"gubstandard lard® from Taiwan
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The Centre for Food and Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department today (September 7) provided
another update on the latest developments of its investigations
into the incident of "substandard lard" from Taiwan.

A CFS spokesman said that, during investigations into Urban
Food Limited which supplied lard to the Maxim's Cakes, the CFS
confirmed that the product involved was CG Fragrant Lard 0il,
produced by the Chang Guann Co., Ltd and identified as
contaminated by the Taiwanese authorities. So far, this is the
first time that one of two substandard lard oil products
identified by the Taiwanese authorities was located. The other
product, known as Ho Chiang Fragrant Lard Oil, has not yet been
detected in Hong Kong. Urban Food Limited had initiated a recall
of the affected product. Apart from supervising the recall
conducted by the company, the CFS has also taken oil samples for
testing as well as marked and sealed its inventory.

CFS' investigation also revealed that three other importing
companies, including Dah Chong Hong Limited, Synergy Foods
Limited and Angliss Hong Kong Food Service Limited, had bought
other kinds of lard products produced by the Chang Guann Co.,
Ltd. Although the kinds of lard imported by them were not the two
kinds of affected products identified by the Taiwanese
authorities and Synergy Foods Limited had no stock of the product
concerned, the CFS, taking into account of the fact that
investigation by the Taiwanese authorities is still ongoing and
for prudence's sake, has taken oil samples from the warehouses of
the other two companies for testing as well as marked and sealed
their inventories. The CFS had also instructed the three
companies to approach downstream clients to prevent use of the
o0il products and arrange a product recall.

Until noon today, the CFS has taken 46 samples of lard and
food products for tests. The levels of metal contaminants and
aflatoxins of one mooncake sample tested did not exceed the legal
limits while its amount of Benzo[alpyrene was lower than the
action level. Testing of the other samples is in progress.

The CFS noted that the Taiwanese authorities announced
information of over a hundred kinds of products which are
identified as affected ones on their official website. The CFS
urges Hong Kong traders whose business covers importing,
distributing or using lard to pay close attention to the
announcement of relevant information made by Hong Kong and the
Taiwanese authorities, stop using and selling suspicious lard or
food as appropriate, and contact the CFS. The CFS will also keep
the trade informed of the relevant information as soon as
possible.

Furthermore, the CFS will continue to announce the latest
developments in a timely manner through press releases and by
uploading the information onto its website to facilitate the
public in keeping track of the development of the incident. The
overall investigation conducted by the CFS is still ongoing.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201409/07/P201409071218 _print.htm
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Ends/Sunday, September 7, 2014
Issued at HKT 23:18
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Latest developments of CFS' investigations into the incident of

"substandard lard" from Taiwan
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The Centre for Food and Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department continued investigation into the
incident of "substandard lard" from Taiwan. A spokesman for the
CFS yesterday (September 8) pointed out that the Centre has
availed itself of the powers conferred on the Director of Food
and Hygiene (DFEH) under the Food Safety Ordinance (Cap 612) to
request the companies which may have been affected by the
incident to submit transaction records of their food to
facilitate tracking and marking and sealing of the possibly
affected products to safeguard food safety.

According to the Food Safety Ordinance, any person who
carries on a food importation/distribution business shall
register with the DFEH as a food importer/food distributor.
Furthermore, any person who, in the course of business, imports,
acquires or supplies by wholesale food in Hong Kong shall keep
transaction records of the business to which it has supplied the
food and the business from which it has acquired the food. The
DFEH can check any record kept by the food trader.

The spokesman said, "Any person imports food without
registering as a food importer or distributor shall be guilty of
an offence, which is liable to a maximum fine of $50,000 and
imprisonment for six months upon conviction. Any person who fails
to comply with record keeping regquirements shall also be guilty
of an offence, and will be subject to a maximum fine of $10,000
and imprisonment for three months upon conviction. The law has
also conferred powers upon the DFEH, demanding importers and
distributors to provide import or supply records. Failing to do
so is an offence which carries a maximum fine of $10,000 and
imprisonment for three months upon conviction."

On the progress of investigation the spokesman noted, the
CFS found another import company, the Hop Hing Oils and Fats
(Hong Kong) Ltd had been importing a kind of refined lard
produced by the Chang Guann Co., Ltd since early this year.
Although the refined lard was not the contaminated CG Fragrant
Lard 0il as defined by the Taiwanese authorities, the CFS
requested the company to initiate a recall for the sake of
precaution. The Centre will take samples for testing and mark and
seal the remaining stocks in addition to supervising the
company's product recall.

Furthermore, some ingredient possibly contaminated as
defined by the Taiwanese authorities may have been added to curry
paste used by a local Taiwan restaurant chain, Bafang Yunji. The
restaurant chain has voluntarily stopped using and disposed of
the curry paste concerned.

Until now, the CFS has only found Urban Food Limited had
imported a kind of "substandard lard", the CG Fragrant Lard 0il,
which was named by the Taiwanese authorities. The company claimed
that they had completed recalling the affected products. The
concerned products have also been all marked and sealed by the
CFS.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201409/09/P201409081316_print.htm
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The spokesman said, "The CFS has taken high-risk and
possibly contaminated food and lard samples to test for levels of
Benzo [a]l pyrene, aflatoxins and metal contaminants. As at
yesterday, test results of 40 samples were all satisfactory. The
samples included lard and 12 kinds of different food products."”

Members of the public who would like to secure a copy of the
list of affected products can pay attention to the relevant
information issued by the Hong Kong and Taiwanese authorities.

The CPFS will continue to announce the latest developments in
a timely manner through press releases and by uploading the
information onto its website to facilitate the public in keeping
track of the development of the incident. The overall
investigation conducted by the CFS is still ongoing.

Ends/Tuesday, September 9, 2014
Issued at HKT 00:15
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Latest developments of CFS' investigations into the incident of

"substandard lard" from Taiwan
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The Centre for Food and Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department continued investigation into the
incident of '"substandard lard" from Taiwan. A spokesman for the
CFS today (September 9) said that, according to the latest
information provided by the Taiwanese authorities, no substandard
lard has been detected to have entered the Hong Kong market so
far.

The spokesman said that the CFS received notification from
the Taiwanese authorities this afternoon informing that although
Chang Guann Co., Ltd (Chang Guann) had exported products to Hong
Kong, the products concerned, including those CG Fragrant Lard
0il imported by Urban Food Limited from Chang Guann, were not the
substandard lard detected by the Taiwanese authorities. They were
produced by different production lines and were not contaminated.
According to the investigations of the Taiwanese authorities,
most of the substandard lard products were used by the vendors in
Taiwan during the production of snacks. A small portion was used
in food processing.

So far, the Taiwanese authorities established that two kinds
of products, manufactured by Wei Chuan Foods Corporation with
substandard lard, had been exported to Hong Kong. The CFS was
informed that 5,400 cans of the affected products had been
imported by a Hong Kong importer.

Products details are as follows:

1. "Wel Sao Bao" Pork Floss
Packaging size: 230 grams
Production date: April 14, 2014; June 11, 2014 and August 4, 2014

2. "Wei Sao Bao" Seaweed Pork Floss
Packaging size: 230 grams
Production date: July 31, 2014

The spokesman said, "Members of the public should stop
eating the aforesaid products and contact the retailers
concerned. The CFS will alert the trade of the incident and take
follow-up actions, which include contacting the importer
concerned and requesting the company to submit transaction
records of their food within a specified time to facilitate
tracking and marking and sealing of the possibly affected
products to safeguard food safety.”

He added, "Concerning the high-risk and possibly
contaminated food and lard samples taken by the CFS, there is no
update on the test results. As at today, the test results of 40
samples, comprising lard and 12 different types of food products,
were all satisfactory."

With regard to media reports that Lam Soon Products Supply
(Hong Kong) Company Limited had imported Chang Guann products,
the CFS contacted the person in charge of the company and learned
that the date of the last batch of relevant products purchased by
the company was February 10, 2014. According to the information
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of the Taiwanese authorities, the oil products did not fall into
the scope of the investigation.

Finally, Taiwan authorities requested the help of the CFS
vesterday in providing information on Globalway Corporation
Limited, a company suspected to be involved in exporting lard to
Chang Guann in Taiwan. CFS' preliminary investigation showed that
the company was a local trading company which purchased lard
products from another local oil and fat manufacturer and supplied
them to Taiwan. Investigation is still ongoing.

Members of the public who would like to secure a copy of the
list of affected products can pay attention to the relevant
information issued by the Hong Kong and Taiwanese authorities.

The CFS will continue to announce the latest developments in
a timely manner through press releases and by uploading the
information onto its website to facilitate the public in keeping
track of the development of the incident. The overall
investigation conducted by the CFS is still ongoing.

Ends/Tuesday, September 2, 2014
Issued at HKT 22:34
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Latest developments of CFS' investigations into the incident of

"substandard lard" from Taiwan
Fhhkhkhhkhhkkhkhhhkhkhhkhkhhkdhhhhhbdbhhhihhkhkdhdkhbhhdhkhkdhhhkhdhdrdhkhbrdhhddrrhihhi

The Centre for Food and Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department continued investigation into the
incident of "substandard lard" from Taiwan. With respect to
Globalway Corporation Limited (Globalway) which was suspected to
have exported contaminated lard to Chang Guann Co., Ltd (Chang
Guann) in Taiwan, a spokesman for the CFS today (September 10)
said that the CFS is consulting the Department of Justice for
advice in relation to initial evidence found at this stage. The
case will be referred to relevant law enforcement departments for
criminal investigations if criminal elements are involved.

The spokesman said, according to investigation results so
far, Globalway purchased lard products from Upswing Company
(Upswing), a local oil and fat manufacturer, for supply to Chang
Guann. Evidence showed that invoice issued by Upswing to
Globalway stated that the lard products concerned were for use in
animal feed. However, for lard products sold by Globalway to
Chang Guann, it was stated in the invoice issued by Globalway
that the lard products were fit for human consumption and could
be used for manufacturing margarine, shortening and frying oil.
The CFS is seeking legal advice on the issue.

Concerning two kinds of pork floss products manufactured by
Wei Chuan Foods Corporation and exported to Hong Kong from Taiwan
as announced yesterday, the CFS, based on the information
provided by the Taiwanese authorities, has approached the
importer, Prizemart. The importer claimed, in response to press
reports, to have stopped selling and initiated a recall of the
affected products. The CFS has marked and sealed the affected
products. In addition, the CFS has inspected the outlets of the
company concerned and other retailers. The affected products were
not detected so far.

The spokesman said, "Concerning the 46 samples of high-risk
and possibly contaminated food and lard samples taken by the CFS,
all the tests have been completed and all samples passed the
tests. The levels -of Benzol[alpyrene detected were below the
action level set by the CFS of 10 microgram per kilogram in
edible o0il, and were also below relevant standards in the
Buropean Union and Taiwan, i.e. two microgram per kilogram.

The spokesman stressed that, according to the information
provided by the Taiwanese authorities, no substandard lard has
been detected to have entered the Hong Kong market so far.
Members of the public who would like to secure a copy of the list
of affected products can pay attention to the relevant
information issued by the Hong Kong and Taiwanese authorities.

The CFS will continue to liaise with Taiwanese authorities
closely, and to announce the latest developments in a timely
manner through press releases and by uploading the information
onto its website to facilitate the public in keeping track of the
development of the incident. The overall investigation conducted
by the CFS is still ongoing.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201409/10/P201409101089_print.htm
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Ends/Wednesday, September 10, 2014
Issued at HKT 23:14
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FEHD continues to follow up on Taiwan "substandard lard" incident

proactively
kkkkhkkhkhkrohhkhkdhdrxhdhhdhdohbddhhbhkdhhrhkhhdhdhkhdhdhrbhhhkdbhikdhdhk

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) continued to proactively
investigate the incident of "substandard lard" from Taiwan. A
spokesman for the CFS today (September 11) said that the CFS will
expand the scope of the criminal investigation on the suspected
case of exporting contaminated lard by Globalway Corporation
Limited (Globalway) to Taiwan. Besides, the CFS will step up
surveillance on edible oil sold locally, to ensure safety of
edible oil.

The spokesman said, "The CFS has all along been monitoring
the quality of local edible oil to ensure that the oil meets
legal requirements and is fit for consumption. In 2013, the CFS
has taken, under the regular Food Surveillance Programme, some
450 edible o0il samples for testing of chemicals including Benzo
l[alpyrene, aflatoxins, peroxide value and metal contaminants. All
samples were found to be satisfactory and met legal requirements.
With regard to public concern over the safety of edible oil, the
CFS will step up the inspection of edible oil in the coming year.
It is expected that the number of samples will increase by at
least 20 per cent over last year's."

Furthermore, according to the Food Business Regulations, any
food businesses involving preparing and/or manufacturing food for
sale for human consumption off the premises must obtain a food
factory licence from the FEHD. The department conducts regular
checks on the premises to ensure that the licensing conditions
are observed and hygienic standards stipulated in the law are
met. According to the records of the department, there are nine
local premises which have obtained food factory licences from the
FEHD to handle or manufacture edible oil. Nevertheless, none is
involved in the business of manufacturing edible lard for human
consumption.

The FEHD has all along been taking strict enforcement action
in combatting unlicensed food business. Illegal production of
edible o0il would be banned should any be found.

Regarding the announcement made by the Taiwanese authorities
today that official health certification documents are required
for importation of edible oil products other than lard, the
spokesman said should applications from local exporters be
received, the Centre would contact the Taiwanese authorities to
find out the requirements of health certification documents to
provide relevant services.

The spokesman stressed that, according to the information
provided by the Taiwanese authorities, no substandard lard has
been detected to have entered the Hong Kong market so far.
Members of the public who would like to secure a copy of the list
of affected products can pay attention to the relevant
information issued by the Hong Kong and Taiwanese authorities.

The CFS will continue to liaise with Taiwanese authorities

closely, and to announce the latest developments in a timely
manner through press releases and by uploading the information
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onto its website to facilitate the public in keeping track of the
development of the incident. The overall investigation conducted
by the CFS is still ongoing.

Ends/Thursday, September 11, 2014
Issued at HKT 23:39
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Following is the transcript of remarks made by the Secretary
for Food and Health, Dr KXo Wing-man, after attending a radio
programme this morning (September 12):

Reporter: Do you think it is feasible to have this tracking
system with this limited amount of exported oil?

Secretary for Food and Health: In order to prevent certain oil
from being reused for manufacturing edible o0il, it has been
suggested that we should have a tracking mechanism. This is one
of the possible directions. But I am surxe that there would be
other means that we should also consider. We will further discuss
the matter with the relevant committees of the Legislative
Council and the industry concerned, and then decide on the
direction to ensure that reused oil would not be recycled for
human consumption.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Friday, September 12, 2014
Issued at HKT 14:04
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Trade urged to stop selling and recall all lard and relevant

products of Chang Guann from Taiwan immediately
hhkkhhkhkhkhhkhkkdhkdhhkdkhdkhkdhhhkhhhhhhhhdhhkkhhhhdhrdhhidhbhkhkhbhdhkkhiird

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department continued investigation into the
incident of "substandard lard" from Taiwan. A spokesman for the
CFS yesterday (September 12) said that concerning the suspected
case of exporting contaminated lard by Globalway Corporation
Limited (Globalway) to Taiwan, the CFS had referred the case to
the Police for follow-up. Meanwhile, he urged the trade to
immediately stop importing, supplying and selling all lard and
relevant food products produced on or after March 1 this year by
Chang Guann Co., Ltd (Chang Guann) in Taiwan, and to recall, and
mark and seal the products. The trade should return any relevant
products they may have to the supplier immediately. If in doubt,
they should also stop selling the possibly affected oil and food
products and contact the CFS to follow up."

The spokesman said, in addition to the substandard lard "CG
Fragrant Lard Oil/Ho Chiang Fragrant Lard Oil" already named, the
Taiwanese authorities listed another 24 lard products
manufactured by Chang Guann as suspectedly contaminated products
on September 1l (refer to links on the Centre's website). In
response to the latest decisions of the Taiwanese authorities,
the CFS will seek legal advice to consider invoking powers
conferred on the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene by
the Food Safety Ordinance to prohibit importing, supplying and
selling the relevant lard and food manufactured with the relevant
lard, and order recalling such lard and food and dispose of the
food according to the ways instructed by the CFS. Upon completing
the relevant procedures, the CFS will announce and gazette the
order as soon as possible to further safeguard safety of edible
o0il in Hong Kong and reduce the possibility of causing hazards to
public health.

Furthermore, the CFS found that Globalway had also imported
two kinds of Chang Guann lard into Hong Kong in addition to
exporting suspectedly contaminated lard to Taiwan when the CFS
followed up on investigation of Globalway. The Centre has
contacted distributors of Globalway to track the distribution of
the affected lard.

The spokesman said, "The CFS received the notification by
Taiwanese authorities this afternoon that six companies in Hong
Kong had imported the suspectedly contaminated lard, namely,
Urban Food Limited, Dah Chong Hong Limited, Synexrgy Foods
Limited, Angliss Hong Kong Food Service Limited, Hop Hing 0Oil
Procurement Limited. and Globalway Corporation Limited, which are
completely in line with CFS' investigation in the past week."

While the investigation on Globalway is still going on, the
CFS hags ordered the other five companies to recall the possibly
affected products for the sake of prudence. Apart from
supervising the recall conducted by the companies, the CFS has
also marked and sealed the remaining stocks.

Beside investigation, the CFS will also enhance surveillance

for edible oil imported from other places (including Taiwan) in
order to ensure the safety of edible oil at surveillance level.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201409/13/P201409130237_print.htm
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Members of the public who would like to secure a copy of the
list of affected products can pay attention to the relevant
information issued by the Hong Kong and Taiwanese authorities.

The CFS will continue to liaise with Taiwanese authorities
closely, and to announce the latest developments in a timely
manner through press releases and by uploading the information
onto its website to facilitate the public in keeping track of the
development of the incident. The overall investigation conducted
by the CFS is still ongoing.

Ends/Saturday, September 13, 2014
Issued at HKT 06:05
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Following is the transcript of remarks made by the Secretary
for Food and Health, Dr Ko Wing-man, after attending a television
programme this morning (September 13):

Secretary for Food and Health: The Taiwanese authorities
yvesterday expanded their list of lard products manufactured by
Chang Guann Co., Ltd to be recalled. The Centre for Food Safety
(CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department is
actively congidering invoking powers under the Food Safety
Ordinance to mandate the recall and disposal of all lard products
by Chang Guann in Hong Kong. On the other hand, I am thankful to
the CFS and the Police for taking swift actions against people or
parties involving in the alleged export of inedible lard products
to another place under the pretence that it is fit for human
consumption.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Saturday, September 13, 2014
Issued at HKT 12:56
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Imports and supply of lard/lard products from Chang Guann in
Taiwan and food products made with those lard/lard products on or
after March 1 prohibited
khkkhkhkhkhhhkhkhkhdhdhhhddbhbhhhddbhkdrhkhkhkdahhdddddkrdkdkddhkddhhdhdddrhkrvddhi

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) announced today
(September 14) that with effect from noon today, imports into and
supply within Hong Kong all lard/laxrd products produced by Chang
Guann Co., Ltd (Chang Guann) in Taiwan on or after March 1, 2014
(including but not limited to the products specified in the
attachment); and all food products made with those lard/lard
products are prohibited.

A CFS spokesman said, "According to the information from the
Taiwanese authorities, the substandard lard/lard products from
Chang Guann were produced from substandard ingredients such as
recycled waste olls and lard for animal feeds. Since the
lard/lard products so produced are subject to contamination by
harmful substances such as Benzolalpyrene, aflatoxins and metal
contaminants, and possibly pose risks to public health, the CFS
decided to issue an Order in accordance with section 30(1) of the
Food Safety Ordinance (Chapter 612) to prevent and reduce a
possibility of danger to public health."

Importers, distributors and retailers must, within a period
of 14 days from noon today, recall and dispose of the affected
food that they have supplied in accordance with the specified
manner set out in the Order. They must report to the FEHD within
two workings days upon completion of recall.

Anyone found guilty of contravening any terms of the Order
is liable to a maximum fine of $100,000 and imprisonment for 12
months. ’

"The CFS will continue to liaise with Taiwanese authorities
closely, conduct investigation and monitor the recall. Apart from
that, the CFS will also adopt risk-based approach and enhance
surveillance for edible oil and relatively high-risk foods
imported from other places (including Taiwan). Samples will be
tested for contaminants in order to ensure food safety," the
spokesman said.

Ends/Sunday, September 14, 2014
Issued at HKT 16:58
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List of known lard/lard products from CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd.

Annex

Brand Name & Food Manufacturer’s/ Packer’s Place of Origin Count/ Weight/ | Best Before/ Batch No./
Name/ Designation Name & Address Volume Use By Date | Bar Code No.
. RREEFHIEHEES | CHANG GUANN Co. Lid, Taiwan All N/A Produced on or
piil Taiwan after 1 March
2014
. SRL14 F5EUFEH CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Carton N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (16kg) after 1 March
2014
. SRL14 £58i5&H CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (16kg) after 1 March
2014
. RL(A)FESIFEMH CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Loose pack N/A Produced on or
Taiwan after 1 March
‘ 2014
. RLEEFEH CHANG GUANN Co. Lid,, Taiwan Drum N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (180kg) after 1 March
2014
. RLE)FEFEH (small | CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Drum N/A Produced on or
opening) Taiwan (180kg) after 1 March
2014
. RLE)HFEH CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (18kg) after 1 March

2014




8. RL(AFEFEH CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (16kg) after 1 March
2014
9. RLE)EFEH CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Loose pack N/A Produced on or
Taiwan after 1 March
2014
10. RCS #7575/ CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Drum N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (180kg) after 1 March
2014
11. RCS #5575 CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (18L) after 1 March
2014
12. RLO3 $5%E5H CHANG GUANN Co. L., Taiwan Drum N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (180kg) after 1 March
2014
13. RL(A)TEFEH (large CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Drum N/A Produced on or
opening) Taiwan (180kg) after 1 March
2014
14. SRL-EX 387 5588 | CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March
2014
15. SRL-EX #54E & CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (14.5kg) after 1 March
2014
16. SRL-EX A B7ti58. | CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
ol 5 Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March

2014




17. SRL-EX =#J#5%/H | CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
b1 Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March
2014
18. SRL-EX &EIFF8Y%E | CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
HOEE Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March
2014
19. SRL-EX BE, & CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March
2014
20. SRL-EX 42 FE CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March
2014
21. SRL-EX SUNRIPE ¥ | CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
& Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March
2014
22. SRL-EX BREM{EAES, | CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Fom AT Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March
2014
23. SRI4L-EX 24558 | CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
e Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March
2014
24. SRL-EX 558852 | CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
AR Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March
2014
25. LO103(EyEEZ56H CHANG GUANN Co. Ltd., Taiwan Tin N/A Produced on or
Taiwan (15kg) after 1 March

2014
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proactively
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The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) continued to proactively
investigate the Taiwan "substandard lard" incident. A spokesman
for the CFS today (September 15) said since a list of traders who
might have distributed or used lard/lard products manufactured by
Chang Guann Co., Ltd in Taiwan on or after March 1, 2014, was
announced yesterday, there were claims made by individual traders
that they had not used the affected lard/lard products. Those
traders concerned could submit proofs under an established
mechanism to facilitate clarification and timely amendment of the
list by the CFS to stop the supply of the affected products in
the market.

A CFS spokegsman said, "The aim of publishing the list of
traders (the list) is to ensure recall of specified products in a
timely and systematic manner under the Food Safety Order. Before
the list was issued, the CFS had made it clear that the
information was provided by importers and major distributors. At
present, companies on the list may have no stock of the relevant
products, returned them to their suppliers, removed them from the
shelves, or stopped using such products over a period of time.”

He added, "Traders who think that there is any inaccuracy in
the list should approach their respective importer or distributor
to clarify. Requests for amendment, together with relevant
transaction records (such as invoices), should be made by the
importer or distributor concerned. Upon receipt of such requests,
the CFS may contact the traders for verification. After thorough
consideration and convinced that there is sufficient grounds, the
CFS will amend the list as soon as possible."

For any enguiries concerning the above arrangement,
retailers, distributors and importers may approach the CFS via
email of by fax. The email account and fax number for importers
are dmylam@fehd.gov.hk and 2776 5226 respectively. As for
distributors and retailers, they can write to
Food Recall Notification@fehd.gov.hk or fax to 2521 4784.

According to the Food Safety Ordinance, any person who, in
the course of business, imports, acquires or supplies by
wholesale food in Hong Kong shall keep transaction records of the
business to which it has supplied the food and the business from
which it has acquired the food. It is an offence to recklessly
includes in a record information that is false. Offenders are
subject to the maximum penalty of a fine of $10,000 and
imprisonment for three months upon conviction.

The spokesman added that the trade should keep relevant
transaction records and present them within a specified time for
inspection by the Director the Food and Environmental Hygiene as
and when necessary, for instance, in case of major food incident.
The trade is reminded to keep records of their trade transactions
systematically. The CFS would exchange views with the trade on
ways to enhance communication and advise them to set up an
emergency hotline to enable the establishment of immediate
contact so that CFS could obtain information required to better
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safegquard food safety.

The CFS will continue to liaise with Taiwanese authorities
closely, and to announce the latest developments in a timely
manner through press releases and by uploading the information
onto its website to facilitate the public in keeping track of the
development of the incident.

Ends/Monday, September 15, 2014
Issued at HKT 22:01
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Government examines ways to strengthen regulation of safety of

edible o0il and recycling of used cooking oil
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The Secretary for Food and Health, Dr Ko Wing-man, and the
Secretary for the Environment, Mr Wong Kam-sing, today (September
17) held an inter-departmental meeting with relevant departments
to discuss measures to strengthen regulation of the safety of
edible 0il and the recycling of used cooking oil.

The participants discussed and expressed deep concerns about
issues concerning the import and export of edible lard as well as
recycling of used cooking o0il, triggered by Taiwan's "substandard
cooking o0il"™ incident. They agreed to examine ways to strengthen
the relevant regulatory measures.

At the meeting, the two bureaux reached a consensus and
agreed in principle to step up regulation and amend the law to
safeguard food safety and Hong Kong's reputation.

The Food and Health Bureau (FHB) will review the relevant
legislation relating to food safety and require by legislation
that "used cooking oil" or "substandard oil" not intended for
human consumption (such as "substandard lard") must not be used
as ingredient for the production of edible oil. All edible oil
must comply with the proposed legal standard.

In addition, any person who imports, distributes or produces
edible o0il must ensure that the products comply with the above
requirements. Non-compliance will be an offence. Food premises
must also ensure that their edible oil complies with the relevant
requirements. Meanwhile, edible oil importers are required to
provide an official certificate issued by the place of origin or
a certificate issued by an independent testing institution
recognised by the government of the place of origin for the
inspection of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
(FEHD) . Copies of the certificate must also be provided to their
distributors, or retailers or food premises supplied with the oil
for FEHD's inspection.

Regarding edible oil exported from Hong Kong, FHB proposes
that an export licence must be obtained, together with the
provision of an official certificate or a certificate issued by
an independent testing institution recognised by the Government,
to prove that the edible oil meets the statutory requirements.

The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) and FEHD will
work together to strengthen the regulation and monitoring of the
recycling of local used cooking oil. The licensing conditions for
restaurant and food factory licence of FEHD will require all used
cooking oil to be handed over to collectors or recyclers
recognised by EPD and all records to be properly kept to prevent
at source the used cooking oil from re-entering the food chain.
The Environment Bureau (ENB) will in parallel consider
legislative amendments to strengthen the regulating efforts.

The above measures are preliminary legislative proposals of

FHB and ENB, and will require detailed discussions on their
details by the relevant departments.

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201409/17/P201409171164_print.htm
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The two bureaux will seek to launch public consultation on
the legislative proposals at the end of this year or early next
year.

Ends/Wednesday, September 17, 2014
Issued at HKT 22:00
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SFH on ways to strengthen regulation of safety of edible oil and

recycling of used cooking oil
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Following is the transcript of remarks made by the Secretary
for Food and Health, Dr Ko Wing-man, at the Hong Kong
International Airport before departing for Beiijing to attend the
3rd Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Ministerial Meeting on Food
Security this morning (September 18):

Secretary for Food and Health: I held a meeting with the
Secretary for the Environment, Mr Wong Kam-sing, and
representatives of relevant government departments yesterday (to
discuss measures to strengthen regulation of the safety of edible
0il and the recycling of used cooking oil). We were deeply
concerned about the problem brought about by the import of
substandard lard products manufactured by Taiwan's Chang Guann Co
Ltd into Hong Kong. We agreed to instigate administrative and
legislative measures to ensure the safety of edible oil in Hong
Kong as well as to safeguard Hong Kong's reputation.

The Food and Health Bureau will review the relevant
legislation and require by legislation that all edible oil
manufactured in Hong Kong will have to fulfil certain
requirements in future. These requirements include "substandard
0il" or "used cooking o0il" must not be used as an ingredient for
all edible o0il in Hong Kong. We will also require Hong Kong
edible oil importers to provide an official certificate issued by
the origin country or place. Food factories as well as
restaurants will also be required to hand over used cooking oil
to those recyclers or collectors recognised by the Environmental
Protection Department. We will launch a public consultation
exercise on these legislative proposals later.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Thursday, September 18, 2014
TIssued at HKT 16:03
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CFS conducts briefing for trade on Food Safety Order
hhkkkdhhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkkhhkdkhhhkhkhkdhkkhkhkhhhhhkrhkhkdkdhrhhhkrxdhhkrdrhhhirdk

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) conducted today
(September 18) a briefing session for the food trade to explain
the requirements of the Food Safety Ordinance (the Ordinance) and
the Food Safety Order (the Order) issued following the Taiwan
"substandard lard" incident.

In view of the recent Taiwan "substandard lard" incident,
the Director of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
igsued the Food Safety Order
(www.gld.gov.hk/egazette/pdf/20141826e/egn2014182629.pdf) on
September 14, prohibiting from importing into and supplying
within Hong Kong all lard/lard products produced by Chang Guann
Co., Ltd in Taiwan on or after March 1, 2014 (including but not
limited to the products specified in Annex A of the Order) and
all food products made with those lard/lard products. As such,
the CFS conducted a briefing session on the requirements of the
Ordinance and the Order for the food trade.

According to the Food Safety Ordinance, any person who, in
the course of business, imports, acquires or supplies by
wholesale food in Hong Kong shall keep transaction records of the
business to which it has supplied the food and the business from
which it has acquired the food. The Ordinance also requires the
trade to present such transaction records for inspection by the
Director of the Food and Environmental Hygiene as and when
necessary.

The CFS reminds the trade to keep their food transaction
records systematically and should present them within a specified
time for inspection by the Director of the Food and Environmental
Hygiene as and when necessary, for instance, in case of major
food incident. In order to enhance the communication mechanism
between the CFS and the trade, the CFS suggests the trade set up
an emergency hotline to enable the establishment of immediate
contact so that the CFS could obtain information required to
better safeguard food safety.

Any person who does not register but carries on a food
importation or distribution business commits an offence and is
liable to a maximum fine of $50,000 and imprisonment for six
months. It is an offence for those who fail to comply with the
record-keeping requirement, provide import or supply records for
inspection by the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene ox
recklessly include in a record information that is false.
Offenders are subject to the maximum penalty of a fine of $10,000
and imprisonment for three months upon conviction.

At the briefing today, some members of the trade remarked
that they have encountered difficulties after the issuance of the
Order. However, they actively responded to the call of the
Government, stopped the use of the concerned lard/lard products
and recalled these products. They hope the incident can be
settled as soon as possible.

In response to concerns of consumers over the health risk of
consuming lard related products, the CFS reinstates that

http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201409/18/P201409180983 _print.htm
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according to existing information from the Taiwanese authorities
and the reported analytical test results from the CFS (including
benzo [a]lpyrene, aflatoxins and metallic contaminants), the risk
asgessment from the CFS showed that the food safety risk might be
increased if consuming the specified food. However, the risk is
considered to be not high and there is no cause for undue
concerrm.

The CFS will conduct another briefing session for the food
trade on September 24 (Wednesday). Details as follows:

Date: September 24, 2014 (Wednesday)
Time: 2.30pm :
Venue: Agsembly Hall, 2/F, Lai Chi Kok Government Offices,

19 Lai Wan Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon
Language: Cantonese
Enquiry: 2381 6096 oxr 2381 6965

Interested representatives from the food trade are welcome
to attend the briefing. For details of the briefing and the
enrolment form, please login to the CFS' website below:
www.cfs.gov.hk/english/trade zone/trade zone_Trade_ Briefing Sessi
on_on 24.9.2014.html

Ends/Thursday, September 18, 2014
Issued at HKT 20:27
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Consumers urged not to consume three kinds of pork fibers from

Taiwan
IR E R R R R R R RS E LR EEEE S EEESEEEESE S S SR EEEEEEEEEEEE R EEEEEEERERESE

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department today (September 19) urged the
public not to consume three kinds of pork products of Tzu Wei
Chen Food Co., Ltd imported from Taiwan as they were made with
substandard lard. Traders who still have the products concerned
in their possession should stop supplying the products and should
recall the products in accordance with the Food Safety Order
issued on September 14.

Products details are as follows:

(1) Product name: Tzu Weili Chen's Fried Pork Fibers
Place of origin: Taiwan

Weight: 270 or 170 grammes per can

Manufacturing date: between May 14 and August 31, 2014

(2) Product name: Tzu Wei Chen's Fried Pork Fibers with Seaweeds
Place of origin: Taiwan

Weight: 270 or 170 grammes per can

Manufacturing date: between May 14 and August 31, 2014

(3) Product name: Tzu Wei Chen's Black Hog Fried Fibers with Anka
Place of origin: Taiwan

Weight: 260 grammes per can

Manufacturing date: between May 14 and August 31, 2014

A CFPS spokesman said that the Centre received notification
from the Taiwanese authorities late this afternoon informing that
the above three kinds of food products were made with substandard
lard produced by Chang Guann Co., Ltd (Chang Guann), and about 1
000 cans of the affected products were exported to Hong Kong.

He said, "The Food Safety Order issued last week covered all
lard/lard products produced by Chang Guann on or after March 1,
2014, and all food products made with those lard/lard products.
The trade who has the products concerned should have stopped
supplying, initiated recall, sealed or returned the products to
the supplier. The CFS will continue to closely monitor the
disposal of the affected products as stipulated in the Food
Safety Order."

Members of the public are advised to visit the CFS website
for information on food products affected by the substandard lard
incident.

The CFS will continue to liaise with Taiwanese authorities
closely, and to announce the latest developments in a timely
manner through press releases and by uploading the information
onto its website to facilitate the public in keeping track of the
development of the incident.

Ends/Friday, September 19, 2014
Issued at HKT 21:32
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Mooncakes face testsin gutteroil scandal

Mooncakes sent for lab tests in gutter oil scare

Food safety body sends samples to laboratory as four Hong Kong importers are linked to
tainted supplier; Wellcome takes two items off shelves

The gutter oil scare deepened in Hong Kong and Macau yesterday, after it emerged that
another importer in the city and 21 businesses in the former Portuguese enclave had
purchased oil from the Taiwanese supplier at the centre of the scandal.

Four importers in Hong Kong have been found to have bought oil from Chang Guann, the
Kaoshiung-based oil supplier accused of buying at least 240 tonnes of gutter oil — recycled
from kitchen waste, by-products from leather processing plants and offal from
slaughterhouses — from an unlicensed factory.

The Hong Kong importers are Dah Chong Hong, Synergy Foods, Angliss Hong Kong Food
Service and Urban Food.

“We have taken 46 samples for laboratory tests, including 22 food samples and 24 oil
samples,” said Dr Ho Yuk-yin, the Centre for Food Safety’s consultant of community
medicine.

The samples taken include mooncakes, almond strips, cookies and various kinds of bread.

Ho said Urban Food had supplied the affected oil only to Maxim’s Cakes to make pineapple
buns and that these had been taken off the shelves already.

Ho said there was “no evidence” so far to show that the oil purchased by the three other
importers was tainted.

“The three importers have sold the lard to many companies. But from our investigation, we
so far cannot find any evidence that the lard they purchased is the affected oil,” Ho said.
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He refused to divulge the number of restaurants or bakeries that the three importers sold the
oil to.

“We have taken precautionary measures to mark and seal the products ... and asked them to
recall the products,” he said.

Secretary for Food and Health Dr Ko Wing-man said that Dah Chong Hong had sold oils
from Chang Guann to up to 20 businesses.

He also said that Maxim’s had given the government a verbal confirmation that its
mooncakes were not made with the affected oil. But he said the government would carry out

laboratory tests to confirm “gutter oil” was not used.

“In Hong Kong, so far we don’t have evidence that there are mooncakes made with the
affected pig oil. But since the investigation is still ongoing, I cannot rule out this possibility
today,” he added.

Shing Cheong Hong, a supplier that was earlier found to have bought oil from Chang Guann,
said yesterday that it purchased the oil from another local supplier, Synergy Foods.

It stressed that the oil it bought was not the affected oil.

Meanwhile, supermarket chain Wellcome yesterday took two Taiwanese food items off the
shelves — Bull Head BBQ Sauce and Long Kow Traditional Tiny Noodles — as a
precautionary measure.

In Macau, the city’s Food Safety Centre said that 21 bakeries and food manufacturers had
bought oil from Chang Guann. They currently have in stock more than 1,000 buckets of the

affected oil. The government has already told the companies to stop using the oil.

Wilson Chau Cheuk-fung, a lecturer in applied science at the Institute of Vocational
Education, said that gutter oil may contain a cancer-causing chemical and metal contaminant.

“It’s hard to tell how much of that chemical will cause cancer,” he said.

“But what is also important is that the gutter oil often contains metal contaminant. That can
damage your nerve system even in the short-run.”

In Taiwan yesterday, the Food and Drug Administration’s deputy director-general, Chiang
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Yu-mei, said that 235 companies had sold the oil to 933 food outlets, food reprocessing
companies, night markets and restaurants.

Of the 645 tonnes already sold, 69 tonnes went to Taipei-based Gassho Co, which repackaged
the oil under the brand of “Ho Chiang Fragrant Lard Oil”, which was divided into 4,611
cartons and sold to at least 437 businesses across Taiwan.

Investigators are targeting another as yet unidentified Taipei-based company, which bought
the oil from Chang Guann.

On the mainland, the General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and
Quarantine said over the weekend that it had not found any imports of the tainted oil.

But the quality watchdog has ordered local authorities to suspend inspection applications
filed by the affected companies and restaurants, and to carefully examine their past export
records to the mainland, Xinhua reported.
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