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MR KENNETH LEUNG: President, | have visited many overseas parliaments
and | think the requirement for a quorum is necessary as it is the primary
responsibility of law makers to attend meetings.

| have listened to Mr WONG Yuk-man's comment on Article 75 of the
Basic Law. Article 75 of the Basic Law provides that "[t]he quorum for the
meeting of the Legislative Council of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region shall be not less than one half of all its members”. | have discovered a
dichotomy in Rule 17(1) of the Rules of Procedure which provides that "[t]he
quorum of the Council and of a committee of the whole Council shall be not less
than one half of all its Members including the President or Chairman”. 1 think
there is a moot point whether Article 75 of the Basic Law does intend to cover a
committee of the whole Council. And | think this is a moot point that the
Committee on Rules of Procedure should look into.
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Of course, | have also listened to Mr WONG Yuk-man's speech concerning
the Finance Committee. But in my humble view, Mr WONG Yuk-man's
interpretation of the intention of Article 75 of the Basic Law may have gone a bit
too far. Although I can see that some of our colleagues are concerned about
filibustering by certain Members in this Council, | do want to reiterate that
filibustering is a right which needs to be protected for the minority interest in this
Council. | support the Committee on Rules of Procedure to explore further the
interpretation of Article 75 of the Basic Law, and whether the applicability of
Acrticle 75 should be extended to a committee of the whole Council. From time
to time, the Council shall resolve itself into a Committee of the whole Council
during the Second Reading debates on bills having important legal consequences,
and | do hope the Chairman of Committee on Rules of Procedure will look into
this issue in further detail.

| support Mr TAM Yiu-chung's proposal for amending Rule 17(3) of the
Rules of Procedure. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: May | remind the Honourable Kenneth LEUNG that the High
Court has ruled that filibustering is not a right protected by the Basic Law.
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Mr CHAN Chi-chuen rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present and 22 were in favour of the motion; while among
the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct elections, 23
were present, 21 were in favour of the motion and one abstained. Since the
question was agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present,
he therefore declared that the motion was passed.
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